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45 Mabopane Road, Soweto
Johannesburg, Gauteng, 2091
South Africa
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Dr. Linda van der Merwe
Head of Clinical Operations
Johannesburg Animal Care Centre (JACC)
150 Albert Road, Sandton
Johannesburg, Gauteng, 2196
South Africa
Subject: Internship Application for Veterinary Intern Position
Dear Dr. van der Merwe,
I am writing to express my enthusiastic application for the Veterinary Intern position at the Johannesburg Animal Care Centre (JACC), as advertised on the South Africa Veterinary Council website. As a final-year Bachelor of Veterinary Science student at the University of Pretoria’s Faculty of Agriculture, I have developed a profound dedication to animal healthcare within South Africa’s unique ecological and socio-economic context. This Internship Application Letter serves as my formal submission for consideration, reflecting my deep commitment to advancing veterinary medicine in Johannesburg and across South Africa.
My academic journey has been meticulously aligned with the demands of modern veterinary practice in South Africa. I have completed rigorous coursework including Comparative Anatomy, Zoonotic Diseases, Wildlife Medicine, and Veterinary Public Health—subjects particularly relevant to Johannesburg’s diverse animal population. During my clinical rotations at the University of Pretoria’s Animal Hospital, I assisted in over 350 cases ranging from companion animals to livestock management consultations. Notably, I supported a mobile veterinary team in Soweto for three months, providing vaccinations and deworming services to low-income communities—a direct experience that deepened my understanding of community-based veterinary challenges here in Johannesburg. This exposure solidified my resolve to become a Veterinarian who bridges clinical excellence with social responsibility.
What particularly draws me to JACC is your institution’s pioneering work in integrating urban wildlife conservation with companion animal care—a critical focus in South Africa Johannesburg, where human-wildlife interfaces are increasingly complex. Your recent partnership with the Johannesburg Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre has been exemplary, and I am eager to contribute to such initiatives. My volunteer experience with the Endangered Wildlife Trust’s urban conservation project allowed me to assist in rescue operations for injured bushpigs near Kruger National Park’s outskirts—a role that required navigating South Africa’s unique regulatory frameworks while prioritizing animal welfare. I understand that a successful Veterinarian in Johannesburg must adeptly balance clinical precision with cultural sensitivity, especially when serving diverse communities from affluent Sandton residents to peri-urban settlements.
South Africa’s veterinary landscape presents both profound opportunities and pressing challenges—issues I am prepared to address through this internship. In Johannesburg alone, we face rising cases of rabies in stray dog populations, the economic impact of livestock diseases on informal farmers, and the urgent need for sustainable wildlife management in expanding urban zones. My undergraduate thesis on "Vector-Borne Diseases in Urban Canine Populations" analyzed data from Soweto clinics and identified gaps in preventive care access. I am eager to apply this research at JACC under your mentorship, contributing to your community outreach programs while learning from your team’s expertise in managing South Africa’s multifaceted veterinary demands.
My practical skills align precisely with the requirements outlined for this Veterinary Intern role. I am proficient in surgical assistance (including spay/neuter procedures), diagnostic imaging interpretation, and client communication—abilities I honed during my 12-month internship at Dr. Khumalo’s Animal Clinic in Alexandra Township. Crucially, I hold a valid South African Veterinary Council (SAVC) learner permit and am fluent in English and isiZulu, enabling me to serve Johannesburg’s multilingual communities effectively. I am also trained in emergency response protocols for wildlife incidents—a skill directly relevant to our city’s proximity to natural habitats like the Magaliesberg mountains.
What distinguishes me as a candidate is my unwavering commitment to ethical veterinary practice within South Africa’s evolving context. I actively participate in the SAVC Youth Network, advocating for accessible pet care and responsible wildlife tourism—initiatives that resonate with JACC’s mission statement. In Johannesburg, where veterinary services often remain inaccessible to marginalized groups, I believe compassionate care must extend beyond clinic walls. During my university community project, I co-developed a low-cost parasite control kit distributed to 200 households in Alexandra; this experience taught me that a Veterinarian must be both clinician and community advocate. I am confident that JACC’s collaborative environment would empower me to grow into this dual role.
My aspiration is not merely to complete an internship but to forge a lasting contribution to South Africa’s veterinary profession. Johannesburg represents the epicenter of our nation’s animal healthcare challenges and innovations—from high-tech diagnostics in Sandton clinics to mobile units serving rural outskirts. I am committed to learning from JACC’s distinguished team, especially your work in One Health initiatives that link animal, human, and environmental health—a philosophy central to effective practice across South Africa Johannesburg. Upon completing this internship, I aim to pursue registration with the SAVC while specializing in urban wildlife medicine—an emerging field critical for our city’s sustainability.
Thank you for considering my application. I have attached my curriculum vitae, academic transcripts, and letters of recommendation from Prof. Nkosi (Head of Clinical Sciences) and Dr. Khumalo (Senior Veterinarian). I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my background in South African veterinary contexts and my passion for Johannesburg’s animal welfare ecosystem align with JACC’s objectives during an interview at your convenience. Please contact me via email or phone to arrange a suitable time.
With sincere gratitude,
Thando Nkosi
Bachelor of Veterinary Science Candidate
University of Pretoria
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