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INTERNSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
For Welder Position - Chicago, United States
October 26, 2023
Mr. David Reynolds
Human Resources Manager
Chicago Industrial Fabrication Group
4500 W Harrison Street
Chicago, IL 60624
Dear Mr. Reynolds,
I am writing to express my enthusiastic interest in the Welder Internship position at Chicago Industrial Fabrication Group, as advertised on the United States Chicago job portal. As a dedicated welding student at City Colleges of Chicago with hands-on training in multiple welding processes and a deep appreciation for the industrial heritage of our city, I am confident that this internship represents the perfect opportunity to contribute to and learn from one of Chicago's most respected manufacturing institutions. This Internship Application Letter serves as my formal submission for the Welder position within your esteemed organization in United States Chicago, where I aim to apply my technical skills while immersing myself in the city's vibrant manufacturing ecosystem.
Having grown up just minutes from your Harrison Street facility, I've long admired Chicago's legacy as a welding and fabrication powerhouse. The city's infrastructure projects—from the modernization of O'Hare Airport to the revitalization of Lakefront Trail bridges—rely on skilled welders who understand the unique demands of our urban environment. My academic journey at City Colleges has equipped me with proficiency in Shielded Metal Arc Welding (SMAW), Gas Metal Arc Welding (GMAW/MIG), and Tungsten Inert Gas (TIG) welding, all while emphasizing the critical safety protocols mandated for United States Chicago industrial operations. During my certification program, I completed 320 hours of practical training on structural steel fabrication projects, including bridge components and HVAC systems, ensuring I understand how welding standards directly impact public safety in our city.
What particularly excites me about this opportunity is how it aligns with Chicago's strategic focus on reindustrialization. As the Midwest's manufacturing hub, Chicago boasts over 12,000 industrial facilities where welders are pivotal to economic growth. I've followed your company's work on the $45 million Union Pacific rail yard expansion—a project that required precise welding in confined urban spaces—and am eager to contribute my skills to such impactful initiatives. My recent capstone project involved fabricating a steel pedestrian bridge for a local community center, where I mastered blueprint interpretation and quality control testing under strict tolerances. This experience mirrors the precision required for Chicago's infrastructure projects, where even minor welding errors could compromise public safety across United States Chicago's transit networks.
I understand that success as a welder in our city demands more than technical skill—it requires cultural fluency within Chicago's industrial community. I've participated in the Chicago Welding Society's monthly workshops, where industry leaders emphasize how local regulations (such as City of Chicago Ordinance 18-0637 on welding safety) differ from state standards. This familiarity with municipal compliance ensures I can immediately contribute to your team without requiring extensive retraining on operational nuances. My ability to work effectively in diverse teams is demonstrated through my volunteer role at the West Town Community Center, where I collaborated with 15+ tradespeople during a community solar panel installation—a project that required coordinated welding of steel mounts while navigating tight urban lot constraints.
My technical foundation includes comprehensive training in AWS D1.1 structural welding codes, metallurgy for carbon steel and stainless applications, and advanced weld inspection techniques using visual testing methods. I'm proficient with Miller and Lincoln equipment commonly used across Chicago's fabrication shops, having gained this experience through my work-study position at Midwest Metalworks—another Chicago-based employer committed to developing local talent. During that internship, I supported the production of structural components for the new CTA Brown Line extension, where I learned how welder decisions directly affect urban mobility systems serving over 150,000 daily commuters. This exposure solidified my understanding of why precision welding matters in United States Chicago, where infrastructure impacts millions.
What truly sets me apart is my commitment to Chicago's manufacturing future. I've joined the Urban Manufacturing Alliance as a student ambassador, organizing workshops at local high schools to encourage youth from underserved neighborhoods to pursue welding careers—addressing the critical skilled labor shortage that affects companies like yours. This initiative reflects my understanding that Welder roles in our city extend beyond technical execution; they're about building community resilience. I've also completed OSHA 10 certification and possess a valid Class A Commercial Driver's License, ensuring I can support logistics operations during site visits across the Chicago metro area.
I'm particularly drawn to your company's investment in sustainability through recycled steel projects like the "Chicago Rebuilds" initiative. As a native of Humboldt Park, I've seen how welding innovations transform neighborhoods—like converting abandoned rail corridors into community parks via welded steel infrastructure. This aligns with my career vision to advance welding techniques that support Chicago's climate action goals while creating stable manufacturing careers for local youth.
Chicago's industrial landscape offers unparalleled opportunities for welder development, and I'm eager to contribute to your team while learning from veterans who've shaped our city's steel skyline. The Midwest remains a welding innovation hotspot, with Chicago serving as the nerve center where cutting-edge techniques meet real-world urban challenges—from repairing the historic Wrigley Field structure to fabricating components for autonomous vehicle manufacturing plants in nearby Elgin.
Thank you for considering my application. I've attached my resume detailing additional certifications and project portfolios, and I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my skills in precision welding, safety compliance, and community engagement can support Chicago Industrial Fabrication Group's mission. I'm available for an interview at your earliest convenience and look forward to contributing to the next chapter of United States Chicago's manufacturing legacy.
Sincerely,
Michael Torres
City Colleges of Chicago Welding Program | Student ID: WL2023-7841
Phone: (773) 555-0198 | Email: mtorres@email.edu
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/michael-torres-welder
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