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Comprehensive Analysis of Accounting Practices During an Internship in Iran, Tehran
Executive Summary
This document presents a comprehensive analysis of my internship experience within the accounting department at a prominent financial services firm located in Iran, Tehran. The primary objective of this report is to evaluate the practical application of accounting principles in one of the most complex and dynamic economic environments globally. Operating as an intern allowed me to bridge the gap between theoretical academic knowledge and real-world professional challenges specific to Iran's unique fiscal landscape. The duration of this internship was six months, providing extensive exposure to local compliance regulations, digital transformation efforts within Tehran's corporate sector, and the intricate relationship between international sanctions and local financial reporting standards.
1. Introduction
Accounting serves as the universal language of business; however, its dialect changes drastically depending on geographic location and regulatory framework. Interning in Iran, Tehran offers a distinct vantage point to observe how accounting adapts to geopolitical pressures and local cultural norms. This report details my professional journey, highlighting the technical skills acquired, the challenges encountered regarding tax laws in Tehran specifically designed for expatriates or foreign entities if applicable within local partnerships, and the ethical considerations inherent in financial reporting within this region. The scope of work included assisting senior accountants with monthly closings, managing payroll systems compliant with Iranian labor laws and social security contributions to Iran's national welfare system, and preparing preliminary tax declarations required by the National Tax Administration.
2. Organizational Overview
The organization where I completed my internship is a mid-sized multinational consulting firm with headquarters strategically located in Tehran’s central business district. Known for its robust client base spanning both domestic Iranian industries and international partners looking to navigate the local market, the company operates under strict regulatory oversight from Iranian authorities. During my tenure, I worked within the Financial Reporting Department, which serves as the backbone of corporate governance for Tehran's operations. The department is responsible not only for internal management accounting but also for external statutory reporting required by law in Iran. Understanding organizational hierarchies and communication flows was critical; unlike Western firms where direct feedback loops are common, hierarchical structures in this part of Iran often require more formalized channels of communication and decision-making processes, necessitating patience and acute observational skills from interns.
3. Objectives of the Internship
My primary objective during this period was to master the nuances of Iranian accounting standards while fulfilling my duties as an intern supporting senior staff members. Specifically, I aimed to understand how local regulations intersect with international best practices. As an intern accountant, I sought to gain proficiency in using localized financial software that complies with Iranian data sovereignty laws, which mandate that certain types of financial data remain stored within the country’s borders rather than on global cloud servers used elsewhere in Asia or Europe. Furthermore, it was essential for me to learn how inflation adjustments are handled differently here due to high local volatility compared to stable currencies seen in Western markets—a crucial skill any serious accountant must possess when operating internationally.
4. Methodology and Daily Responsibilities
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