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Executive Summary
This report details the comprehensive training and practical experiences gained during an internship focused on carpentry in Dakar, Senegal. The duration of this intensive training was three months. As urbanization in Dakar accelerates, there is a surging demand for high-quality wooden joinery for both residential housing and commercial spaces. This internship report aims to document the skills acquired, the challenges faced within the unique climatic context of Senegal Dakar, and how these experiences have shaped my professional identity as an apprentice Carpenter.
Introduction: The Context of Carpentry in Senegal Dakar
Dakar, Senegal, serves as the economic and cultural heart of West Africa. Like many rapidly expanding coastal cities, the city faces a dual challenge: accommodating a growing population while preserving traditional craftsmanship. In Senegal Dakar, carpentry is not merely a trade but an art form deeply rooted in local culture, particularly given the prevalence of wooden doors, carved furniture, and traditional architectural elements. The objective of this internship was to bridge the gap between theoretical woodworking knowledge and the practical demands of modern construction in Senegal Dakar. Working as a junior Carpenter, I aimed to understand local wood sourcing, adapt tools to varying power supplies, and master specific design aesthetics preferred by Senegalese clients.
Objectives of the Internship
1. To master traditional and modern joinery techniques suitable for hardwoods commonly found in West Africa. 2. To understand the structural requirements of housing projects in Dakar, Senegal. 3. To learn how to work within local supply chains for timber and hardware.
4.
To develop professional ethics specific to working as a Carpenter in West Africa

The Carpentry Workshop Environment
The internship took place at a bespoke woodworking workshop located on the outskirts of central Dakar, Senegal. The workshop specialized in custom furniture and door manufacturing. Operating as a Carpenter here meant dealing with specific environmental conditions. The tropical climate of Dakar, Senegal, brings high humidity which significantly affects wood moisture content. Therefore, one of the primary lessons learned was the importance of acclimatizing timber before cutting and assembly to prevent future warping or cracking.
My daily routine as a Carpenter involved morning site inspections followed by afternoon work in the shop floor. The team consisted of master craftsmen who possessed generational knowledge of woodworking, which I had the privilege of observing and assisting.
Key Skills Acquired
Timber Selection and Sourcing:
A crucial aspect of working as a Carpenter in Dakar, Senegal, is selecting the right wood. The local market offers various species such as Iroko, Mahogany (Okoumé), and Teak. During this internship, I learned how to identify high-quality timber resistant to termites and humidity—common issues in the Dakar region. CNC and Hand Tool Integration:
While modern CNC routers are utilized for repetitive tasks, much of the intricate detailing for Senegalese markets is still done by hand. As a trainee Carpenter, I practiced traditional joinery methods such as mortise and tenon joints, which are essential for ensuring longevity in Dakar's wooden structures. Furniture Finishing:
Learning the art of finishing is vital for a Carpenter. In Dakar, Senegal, finishes must withstand intense sunlight and dust. I gained proficiency in applying high-quality varnishes that enhance the natural grain of African hardwoods while providing a protective layer against environmental wear.
Challenges Faced

Sourcing Materials:
As an intern Carpenter, one challenge was navigating the local timber market in Dakar, Senegal. Ensuring sustainability and legality of wood sourcing is increasingly important. Navigating these ethical considerations while meeting project deadlines required patience and good communication with suppliers.

Powder Fluctuations:
Power outages can occasionally occur in parts of Dakar, Senegal. Working as a Carpenter requires reliance on electric tools. Consequently, I learned to utilize manual tools efficiently during power shortages and how to maintain backup generators for critical machinery.

Muscular Endurance:
Physical demand in carpentry is high. The climate in Dakar, Senegal can be hot and humid, leading to fatigue. Managing stamina was essential for a trainee Carpenter.
Social and Cultural Observations

Working as a Carpenter in Dakar, Senegal,
was not just about technical skills; it also provided deep social insights. In Senegalese culture, the workshop serves as a community hub. Respect for hierarchy and elders is deeply ingrained. As an intern, I learned that patience and humility are as important as precision in woodworking.

Furthermore, understanding local tastes was crucial. Clients in Dakar,
often prefer furniture designs that blend contemporary styles with traditional Senegalese motifs. This cultural adaptation is a vital skill for any professional Carpenter operating locally.


Conclusion

This internship was an invaluable experience, equipping me with the technical prowess and practical wisdom required to thrive as a professional Carpenter.
The context of Dakar, Senegal,
provided a unique environment for learning. From sourcing indigenous hardwoods to adapting to local climatic challenges and cultural preferences, every aspect of the training contributed significantly to my development.


I am deeply grateful for the mentorship provided by my supervisors who shared their expertise generously. This experience has not only enhanced my technical skills but also instilled in me a deep appreciation for the rich tradition of woodworking within Senegal Dakar.

I look forward to applying these lessons in future projects, contributing to the growth and excellence of carpentry practices in Dakar, Senegal.
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