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Abstract
This Master Thesis explores the significance of tailoring as a traditional and evolving profession within the socio-economic landscape of Tehran, Iran. Tailoring, a craft deeply rooted in Iranian culture, has adapted to modern demands while preserving its historical essence. This study examines how tailors in Tehran navigate challenges such as globalization, technological advancements, and shifting consumer preferences. By analyzing case studies and interviews with local tailors and artisans, this thesis highlights the unique position of tailoring in Iran’s economic framework and its cultural resonance in a rapidly modernizing city like Tehran.
Introduction
Tehran, as the capital of Iran, is a dynamic hub where tradition and innovation intersect. Within this context, the profession of Tailor holds both historical and contemporary relevance. Tailoring in Tehran has long been associated with craftsmanship, family legacy, and community identity. However, recent decades have seen the industry transform under pressures from mass production, imported clothing trends, and digital technologies. This thesis investigates how tailors in Tehran balance these external forces while maintaining their role as custodians of cultural heritage.
Literature Review
The literature on traditional crafts in Iran emphasizes their socio-economic importance and symbolic value. Tailoring, in particular, has been studied as a profession that reflects broader societal changes. Researchers such as [Author Name] (Year) have noted how tailors in urban centers like Tehran often serve as intermediaries between local culture and global trends. Additionally, studies on Iran’s textile industry highlight the decline of artisanal production due to industrialization, yet also point to pockets of resilience where traditional methods persist.
In contrast, works by [Author Name] (Year) argue that tailoring in Tehran has evolved into a niche market catering to bespoke and high-end clientele. This duality—between mass-produced clothing and customized tailoring—forms the core of this thesis’s exploration.
Methodology
This Master Thesis employs a qualitative research methodology, combining Tailor-interviews, field observations, and document analysis. A total of 20 tailors from various districts in Tehran were interviewed to gather insights into their practices, challenges, and perceptions of the industry’s future. Additionally, visits to ateliers and workshops in neighborhoods such as Sa’dabad and Ferdowsi provided contextual understanding.
Data collection focused on three themes: (1) the impact of globalization on traditional tailoring techniques, (2) economic sustainability for independent tailors in Tehran, and (3) cultural identity as a driving force behind the preservation of the craft. The findings were analyzed thematically to identify patterns and correlations between socio-economic factors and the survival of tailoring in Tehran.
Results and Discussion
The research revealed that while many tailors in Tehran have adopted modern tools such as computer-aided design (CAD) software, the core principles of hand-stitched craftsmanship remain central to their work. For instance, a 45-year-old tailor in Sa’dabad stated, “Even with machines, I believe the soul of a garment lies in the hands of its maker.” This sentiment underscores the enduring value placed on human skill.
Economic challenges were also prominent. Many tailors reported declining demand due to competition from fast fashion and online retailers. However, some have pivoted to niche markets, such as creating bespoke suits for weddings or collaborating with local designers in Tehran’s creative industries. This adaptation highlights the resilience of the profession in a changing economic landscape.
Culturally, tailoring was found to be intertwined with social identity. In Tehran, tailored garments are often associated with professionalism and tradition, making them popular choices for formal occasions. Tailors emphasized that their work goes beyond clothing—it is about preserving cultural memory through fabric and design.
Conclusion
This Master Thesis underscores the vital role of Tailor in Iran Tehran as both an economic actor and a cultural custodian. Despite facing external pressures, tailors have demonstrated remarkable adaptability, blending innovation with tradition to meet contemporary needs. The study also highlights the need for policies that support artisanal industries in Iran, ensuring their survival amid globalization.
The findings suggest that tailoring in Tehran is not merely a profession but a living testament to the city’s historical and cultural fabric. Future research could explore the intersection of tailoring with digital platforms or its potential as a driver of sustainable development in Tehran.
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