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Personal Statement for Professor Position
Pursuing Academic Excellence in India Mumbai
I am writing this Personal Statement with profound enthusiasm to express my unwavering commitment to joining the distinguished faculty of a premier academic institution in India Mumbai as a Professor. Having dedicated over fifteen years to scholarly inquiry, pedagogical innovation, and cross-cultural academic collaboration, I have developed a deep understanding of how transformative education can be when rooted in both global scholarship and local contextual relevance—particularly within the vibrant ecosystem of Mumbai.
Academic Foundation and Global Perspective
My academic journey began at the University of Cambridge, where I earned my Ph.D. in Development Economics with a specialization in urban resilience. This was followed by postdoctoral research at the National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) in New York, where I analyzed socioeconomic patterns across emerging markets. Yet, it was during my 2018 sabbatical at the Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad that I discovered my profound connection to India’s academic landscape. Witnessing how Mumbai—a city where ancient traditions intersect with hyper-modernity—serves as a living laboratory for urban challenges, ignited my resolve to contribute meaningfully to higher education in this dynamic nation.
Teaching Philosophy: Bridging Theory and Mumbai's Realities
As a Professor, I believe education must transcend textbooks to engage with the urgent realities of our time. My teaching methodology—shaped by experiences in Boston, Singapore, and now Mumbai—centers on problem-based learning rooted in local context. In my courses on Sustainable Urban Development at NYU Shanghai, I designed fieldwork where students collaborated with community organizations in Shenzhen’s informal settlements. Now, I am eager to adapt this approach for India Mumbai. Imagine students analyzing the civic challenges of Dharavi not through distant case studies, but by co-creating solutions with local NGOs. This is how a Professor becomes a catalyst—not just for knowledge transfer, but for actionable change within Mumbai’s unique urban fabric.
Research Impact: Contributing to India's Development Narrative
My research portfolio reflects a deliberate focus on issues pivotal to India’s progress. My recent publication in the Journal of Urban Economics, "Water Equity in Metropolitan Mumbai: A Spatial Analysis," directly informs municipal policy reforms. I have secured ₹15 crores in grants from the Department of Science and Technology (DST) for projects like "Digital Inclusion for Mumbai’s Coastal Communities," which partners with the Tata Institute of Social Sciences. This work exemplifies why a Professor must be both an academic scholar and a community collaborator—especially in a city where rapid urbanization demands immediate, evidence-based interventions.
Why India Mumbai? A Personal and Professional Imperative
Mumbai is not merely a location—it is the heartbeat of India’s intellectual renaissance. As I walked through the bustling streets of Fort or sat in quiet contemplation at Juhu Beach, I witnessed how this city embodies the paradoxes and possibilities of modern India: where traditional bazaars coexist with cutting-edge tech hubs, and where social inequality is matched by extraordinary resilience. This environment is fertile ground for a Professor who believes that academic rigor must serve societal transformation. Mumbai offers a unique convergence of global academia, government agencies like NITI Aayog, and grassroots movements—creating an unparalleled ecosystem for interdisciplinary research that addresses India’s most pressing challenges.
Vision for the Future: Building Mumbai as a Global Academic Hub
Should I be honored with this Professor position, my three-year vision includes three pillars:
1. Establishing the Mumbai Urban Lab: A collaborative space uniting researchers from engineering, public health, and social sciences to tackle issues like air pollution or flood resilience through Mumbai-specific data.
1. Mentoring the Next Generation: Launching a scholarship program for underprivileged students in Maharashtra to pursue master’s degrees—a direct response to Mumbai’s educational accessibility gaps.
1. Strengthening India-Mumbai Global Ties: Forging partnerships with institutions like IIT Bombay and the Indian School of Business to create a regional network that elevates Mumbai as a center for South Asian academic thought leadership.
The Essence of Being a Professor in India Mumbai
Being a Professor in India Mumbai transcends career advancement—it is an invitation to co-author the future. It means designing syllabi that reference Dharavi’s entrepreneurial spirit as much as Adam Smith’s theories, or guiding doctoral students whose research will inform Mumbai’s 2040 Master Plan. I have seen how a single Professor can ignite a chain reaction: my former student now leads water-management initiatives for the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC), proving that academic excellence in Mumbai directly translates to civic impact.
Conclusion: A Lifelong Commitment to India's Academic Journey
My Personal Statement is not a mere document—it is a covenant. I pledge to bring my global expertise, unwavering dedication, and profound respect for India’s intellectual heritage to every lecture, research grant proposal, and student mentoring session in Mumbai. I have chosen this path because the challenges of our time—climate change, inequality, digital disruption—are most acutely felt in cities like Mumbai. Here is where a Professor must stand: at the intersection of scholarship and service.
As I finalize this Personal Statement with deep reverence for India Mumbai’s legacy as a beacon of diversity and innovation, I reaffirm that my life’s work aligns perfectly with the mission of your institution. The opportunity to grow alongside Mumbai’s academic community is not just a professional aspiration—it is a personal calling. It is where knowledge meets action, where the global meets the local, and where I can truly fulfill my purpose as a Professor committed to shaping India’s next chapter.
With profound respect,
Dr. Arjun Patel
Professor of Urban Development & Sustainable Policy
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