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Abstract
This Poster Presentation academic inquiry investigates the multifaceted role of the hairdresser within the urban landscape of Ivory Coast Abidjan. Far from being merely a service provider, the hairdresser serves as a critical node in social networking, economic mobility, and cultural preservation. Through ethnographic observation and economic analysis centered on Ivory Coast Abidjan, this study highlights how informal sector entrepreneurship empowers women while simultaneously shaping the aesthetic identity of West Africa's largest metropolis.



1. Introduction & Background
In Ivory Coast Abidjan, the hairdressing profession is a ubiquitous presence in the daily rhythm of life. From upscale salons in Cocody to bustling market stalls in Treichville, hairdressers are central figures in community interaction.

Key Context:
• Ivory Coast Abidjan is a hub of cultural dynamism.
• The informal economy constitutes over 70% of employment.
• Hairdressers act as "social architects," blending traditional braiding techniques with modern global trends.

This Poster Presentation academic framework positions the hairdresser not just as a tradesperson, but as an agent of social change and economic resilience in a rapidly urbanizing environment.
2. Research Objectives
The primary aim of this Poster Presentation academic study is to evaluate the impact of professional hairdressing on the socio-economic fabric of Ivory Coast Abidjan. Specific objectives include:

• Economic Analysis: To quantify revenue streams and job creation potential within the local beauty industry.
• Social Capital: To analyze how salons function as hubs for information exchange and gossip networks in Ivory Coast Abidjan.
• Cultural Preservation: To document the evolution of traditional Ivorian hairstyles (such as the "Kotiba" or intricate braids) amidst globalization.

By focusing on Ivory Coast Abidjan, this research provides a case study for urban development in Francophone West Africa.


3. Methodology
This Poster Presentation academic project utilizes a mixed-methods approach suitable for the dynamic context of Ivory Coast Abidjan.

• Ethnographic Fieldwork: Direct observation of 15 distinct hairdressers across three arrondissements in Ivory Coast Abidjan (Plateau, Cocody, and Adjamé).
• Semi-Structured Interviews: Conducted with 50 female entrepreneurs to understand barriers to entry and success factors.
• Economic Surveying: Collection of data on startup costs versus average monthly income in the informal sector.



4. Findings: Economic Impact
The data collected for this Poster Presentation academic analysis reveals significant economic vitality in Ivory Coast Abidjan.

• Low Barrier to Entry: Hairdressing requires relatively low initial capital, making it accessible to women with limited formal education.
• Mobility: Many hairdressers in Ivory Coast Abidjan reinvest profits into education for their children or expansion of their own businesses.
• Supply Chain Support: The profession supports upstream industries, including chemical imports, equipment manufacturing, and local textile sales (for head wraps).
5. Findings: Social & Cultural Dimensions

• The Salon as a Forum: In Ivory Coast Abidjan, the hair salon is often described as "the second living room." It is a safe space for women to discuss politics, family issues, and business opportunities.
• Identity Expression: Hairdressers in Ivory Coast Abidjan are trendsetters. They interpret global fashion (influenced by music and media) and adapt it to local hair textures and cultural norms.
• Intergenerational Bonding: The transmission of skills from master to apprentice ensures the preservation of Ivorian heritage while adapting to modern demands.


6. Discussion: Challenges in Ivory Coast Abidjan

While the sector is vibrant, this Poster Presentation academic study identifies critical challenges facing hairdressers in Ivory Coast Abidjan:

1. Lack of Formal Regulation: Many workers operate without health and safety certifications, posing risks in densely populated urban areas.
2. Chemical Hazards: 3. Economic Instability:


7. Recommendations for Policy Makers

To support the hairdresser profession in Ivory Coast Abidjan, this Poster Presentation academic document proposes the following actionable strategies:

•
Vocational Training Centers: •
Microfinance Access: •
Health & Safety Inspections:8. Conclusion

This Poster Presentation academic study concludes that the hairdresser is indispensable to the socio-economic ecosystem of Ivory Coast Abidjan. They are not merely styling hair; they are weaving the social fabric, driving local commerce, and asserting cultural identity. Recognizing and supporting this profession through formalization and education will yield significant benefits for urban planning and gender equity in Ivory Coast Abidjan.

Future research should explore the digital transformation of beauty services (e.g., booking apps) in Ivory Coast Abidjan to further modernize the sector.
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