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1. Purpose of This Quotation Estimate
This Quotation Estimate has been prepared by Sydney Media & Communications Pty Ltd to provide Meridian Publishing Group with a comprehensive and transparent cost breakdown for the engagement of a professional Journalist to deliver a series of in-depth investigative and feature articles. This Quotation Estimate covers all professional services, travel, research, and editorial support required for the project to be executed within the Australia Sydney metropolitan area and surrounding regions. The Journalist engagement described herein is tailored specifically to the editorial standards and publication timelines of the client, ensuring that all deliverables meet the highest benchmarks of Australian journalism.
2. Scope of Journalist Services
The following Quotation Estimate outlines the full scope of work to be performed by the assigned Journalist. The Journalist will be a senior-level professional with a minimum of fifteen (15) years of experience in Australian print and digital media, holding a verified membership with the Australian Journalists Association. The Journalist will be based in Australia Sydney and will conduct all fieldwork, interviews, and reporting within the Greater Sydney region, including but not limited to the CBD, Western Sydney, and the Northern Beaches.
The Journalist will be responsible for the following deliverables:
· Production of four (4) long-form investigative articles (minimum 3,500 words each) covering local governance, urban development, and community affairs in Australia Sydney.
· Conduct of no fewer than twenty (20) in-person interviews with public officials, community leaders, and subject-matter experts across the Australia Sydney metropolitan area.
· Compilation of a comprehensive research dossier including public records, court filings, and statistical data relevant to each article topic.
· Provision of two (2) editorial review sessions with the client's in-house editing team to ensure alignment with publication standards.
· Delivery of all final manuscripts in the client's preferred format (Word and PDF) within the agreed timelines.
3. Itemised Cost Breakdown
	Item No.
	Description of Service
	Quantity
	Unit Rate (AUD)
	Subtotal (AUD)

	01
	Journalist professional fee – long-form investigative article (per article, including research, drafting, and self-editing)
	4
	$4,200.00
	$16,800.00

	02
	Journalist fieldwork and interview coordination within Australia Sydney (per day, including travel time between interview locations)
	12
	$650.00
	$7,800.00

	03
	Research and records retrieval (public records, FOI requests, court documents, statistical databases)
	1
	$2,400.00
	$2,400.00

	04
	Editorial review and revision sessions with client (per session, up to 3 hours)
	2
	$850.00
	$1,700.00

	05
	Local travel and transport within Australia Sydney (fuel, parking, public transport for the Journalist)
	1
	$1,200.00
	$1,200.00

	06
	Professional indemnity insurance and workers' compensation coverage for the Journalist engagement
	1
	$950.00
	$950.00

	07
	Project management and administrative coordination (scheduling, invoicing, file management)
	1
	$1,500.00
	$1,500.00

	Subtotal (AUD)
	$32,350.00

	GST (10%)
	$3,235.00

	TOTAL AMOUNT DUE (AUD, incl. GST)
	$35,585.00


4. Project Timeline
The Journalist engagement will commence on 1 July 2025 and is projected to conclude by 30 September 2025. The first two articles are scheduled for delivery by 15 August 2025, and the remaining two articles by 28 September 2025. All timelines are contingent upon the timely availability of interview subjects and the receipt of any Freedom of Information responses required for the research phase. The Journalist will provide weekly progress updates to the client's project lead throughout the duration of the engagement in Australia Sydney.
5. Terms and Conditions of This Quotation Estimate
5.1 Validity: This Quotation Estimate is valid for thirty (30) days from the date of issue. Should the client wish to proceed after the expiry date, the rates and availability of the Journalist will be subject to reconfirmation.
5.2 Payment Terms: A deposit of fifty percent (50%) of the total amount, being $17,792.50 (inclusive of GST), is due upon acceptance of this Quotation Estimate. The remaining balance of $17,792.50 is due within fourteen (14) days of final delivery of all four articles. Payment is to be made by direct bank transfer to the account details provided on the accompanying invoice.
5.3 Intellectual Property: Upon full and final payment, all rights to the published articles, including copyright, shall transfer to Meridian Publishing Group. The Journalist retains the right to be credited as the author in all published editions.
5.4 Cancellation: Should the client cancel the engagement after the Journalist has commenced fieldwork, the deposit shall be non-refundable. Cancellation prior to commencement will result in a 10% administrative fee being deducted from the deposit before refund.
5.5 Confidentiality: The Journalist and all personnel engaged under this Quotation Estimate agree to maintain strict confidentiality regarding the client's editorial plans, unpublished content, and any sensitive information encountered during reporting in Australia Sydney.
5.6 Governing Law: This Quotation Estimate and any resulting contract shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of New South Wales, Australia. Any disputes shall be subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of Australia Sydney.
5.7 Force Majeure: Neither party shall be liable for delays or failures in performance resulting from circumstances beyond reasonable control, including but not limited to natural disasters, government-imposed restrictions, or public health emergencies affecting the Australia Sydney region.
6. Acceptance and Authorisation
By signing below, the client acknowledges that they have read, understood, and accepted all terms, conditions, and cost estimates set forth in this Quotation Estimate. The client authorises Sydney Media & Communications Pty Ltd to proceed with the engagement of the Journalist as described herein.
For and on behalf of Meridian Publishing Group:
Name: ______________________________
Title: ______________________________
Signature: ______________________________
Date: ______________________________
For and on behalf of Sydney Media & Communications Pty Ltd:
Name: Sarah Chen
Title: Senior Account Manager
Signature: ______________________________
Date: ______________________________
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