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Professional Oceanographer Services — Manchester, United Kingdom
Ref: QE-2025-MAN-0047 | Issued: 14 June 2025 | Valid Until: 14 July 2025
	Prepared By
	Dr. Eleanor Whitmore, Ph.D. (Oceanography), MSc (Marine Geophysics)

	Company
	Meridian Oceanographic Consultancy Ltd.

	Address
	Suite 412, The Waterfront Building, 18 Quay Street, Manchester, M3 4BP, United Kingdom

	Contact
	Phone: +44 (0)161 496 0000 | Email: e.whitmore@meridianocean.co.uk

	Prepared For
	North West Marine Infrastructure Authority, 22 Bridgewater House, Manchester, M2 5DB, United Kingdom

	Project Title
	Comprehensive Oceanographic Assessment & Advisory Services for the Manchester Ship Canal and Associated Waterway Systems


1. Introduction and Purpose of This Quotation Estimate
This Quotation Estimate is issued by Meridian Oceanographic Consultancy Ltd. in response to the formal request for professional Oceanographer services submitted by the North West Marine Infrastructure Authority. The scope of work described herein pertains to a multi-phase oceanographic and hydrographic assessment programme to be conducted in and around the United Kingdom Manchester metropolitan area, with particular focus on the Manchester Ship Canal, the River Irwell, and the broader tidal and estuarine systems connecting the city to the Irish Sea and the North Sea.
As a chartered Oceanographer with over fifteen years of experience in marine and freshwater hydrodynamics, sediment transport modelling, and coastal engineering advisory work, I am pleased to present this detailed Quotation Estimate for your review and approval. All rates and deliverables outlined below reflect current market standards applicable to professional oceanographic consultancy within the United Kingdom Manchester region and are subject to the terms and conditions set out in Section 6 of this document.
2. Scope of Services
The Oceanographer engaged under this Quotation Estimate shall provide the following professional services, all to be delivered in accordance with the standards set by the Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE) and the Royal Institution of Naval Architects (RINA):
Phase 1: Hydrographic Survey and Data Collection
Deployment of multibeam echosounders and single-beam depth sounders along a 14.2-kilometre stretch of the Manchester Ship Canal. Collection of water quality samples (salinity, turbidity, dissolved oxygen, pH, and temperature) at 22 designated monitoring stations. This phase will require the Oceanographer to conduct fieldwork over a period of six (6) working days, including travel time from the Manchester office to each survey location.
Phase 2: Sediment and Morphological Analysis
Core sampling and laboratory analysis of benthic sediments to assess erosion and accretion patterns. Development of a three-dimensional morphological model of the canal bed and associated lock chambers. The Oceanographer will produce a full sediment transport report identifying areas of concern for the Authority's long-term maintenance planning.
Phase 3: Hydrodynamic Modelling and Flood Risk Assessment
Construction and calibration of a two-dimensional hydrodynamic model (using Delft3D or equivalent software) to simulate tidal and fluvial interactions within the Manchester waterway network. The model will be used to assess flood risk scenarios under current and projected climate change conditions, providing the Authority with actionable data for infrastructure investment decisions in the United Kingdom Manchester area.
Phase 4: Final Reporting and Advisory Presentation
Compilation of a comprehensive technical report (minimum 120 pages) incorporating all findings, models, and recommendations. A formal presentation to the Authority's board of directors and relevant stakeholders in Manchester, including a Q&A session of no less than two hours.
3. Itemised Cost Breakdown
	Item No.
	Description of Service
	Duration / Qty
	Rate (GBP)
	Amount (GBP)

	01
	Professional Oceanographer consultancy — Phase 1 fieldwork (hydrographic survey)
	6 days
	£850.00/day
	£5,100.00

	02
	Professional Oceanographer consultancy — Phase 2 sediment analysis & modelling
	10 days
	£850.00/day
	£8,500.00

	03
	Professional Oceanographer consultancy — Phase 3 hydrodynamic modelling
	12 days
	£850.00/day
	£10,200.00

	04
	Professional Oceanographer consultancy — Phase 4 reporting & presentation
	5 days
	£850.00/day
	£4,250.00

	05
	Specialist equipment hire (multibeam echosounder, CTD profiler, core sampler)
	3 weeks
	£1,200.00/week
	£3,600.00

	06
	Laboratory analysis fees (sediment grain size, geochemistry, biological indicators)
	44 samples
	£185.00/sample
	£8,140.00

	07
	Software licensing (Delft3D, QGIS, ArcGIS Marine)
	12 weeks
	£450.00/week
	£5,400.00

	08
	Travel and accommodation (Manchester-based, local travel to survey sites)
	33 days
	£95.00/day
	£3,135.00

	09
	Project management, correspondence, and administrative overheads
	12 weeks
	£320.00/week
	£3,840.00

	10
	Contingency allowance (10% of items 01–09)
	—
	—
	£5,216.50

	Subtotal (excl. VAT)
	£51,381.50

	VAT @ 20%
	£10,276.30

	TOTAL (incl. VAT)
	£61,657.80


4. Assumptions and Exclusions
This Quotation Estimate assumes that the Authority will provide timely access to all survey locations along the Manchester Ship Canal and associated waterways. The Oceanographer will not be responsible for delays caused by adverse weather conditions exceeding three consecutive working days, third-party access restrictions, or force majeure events. Costs associated with any remedial engineering works, environmental remediation, or statutory consents are explicitly excluded from this estimate. All work will be conducted in full compliance with the Environmental Protection Act 1990, the Water Resources Act 1991, and relevant Environment Agency (England) regulations applicable to the United Kingdom Manchester region.
Note: This Quotation Estimate is valid for thirty (30) calendar days from the date of issue. Should the Authority require an extension of validity, a written request must be submitted to the undersigned Oceanographer no later than five (5) working days prior to the expiry date. Rates are subject to review if the project is not commenced within the validity period.
5. Payment Terms
Payment shall be made in four (4) instalments aligned to project milestones: 25% upon execution of the contract, 25% upon completion of Phase 1, 25% upon completion of Phase 3, and the remaining 25% upon delivery and acceptance of the final report. All invoices are payable within thirty (30) days of the invoice date by bank transfer to the account details provided. Late payments will attract interest at a rate of 4% above the Bank of England base rate, in accordance with the Late Payment of Commercial Debts (Interest) Act 1998.
6. Terms and Conditions
6.1 This Quotation Estimate constitutes a formal offer and, upon written acceptance by the Authority, shall form the basis of a binding professional services contract between the parties.
6.2 The Oceanographer warrants that all services will be performed with reasonable skill and care, in accordance with the prevailing standards of the oceanographic profession in the United Kingdom.
6.3 All intellectual property, data, models, and reports generated under this engagement shall become the property of the Authority upon full payment. The Oceanographer retains the right to reference the project in professional portfolios and academic publications, subject to a thirty-day prior notice to the Authority.
6.4 The governing law for this Quotation Estimate and any resulting contract shall be the law of England and Wales. Any disputes shall be resolved by arbitration in Manchester, United Kingdom, in accordance with the rules of the London Court of International Arbitration (LCIA).
6.5 The Oceanographer carries professional indemnity insurance of no less than £5,000,000 per claim, with a certificate available upon request.
7. Acceptance
By signing below, the Authority confirms its acceptance of this Quotation Estimate for Oceanographer services in United Kingdom Manchester and authorises Meridian Oceanographic Consultancy Ltd. to commence work in accordance with the scope, timeline, and financial terms set out herein.
For and on behalf of Meridian Oceanographic Consultancy Ltd.:
Dr. Eleanor Whitmore, Ph.D.
Lead Oceanographer
Signature: _________________________
Date: _________________________
For and on behalf of the North West Marine Infrastructure Authority:
Authorised Representative
Name: _________________________
Title: _________________________
Signature: _________________________
Date: _________________________
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