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Professional Summary
A dedicated and passionate Biologist with over 7 years of experience in ecological research, environmental conservation, and urban biodiversity studies. Specializing in the unique ecosystems of the United States Chicago region, I have contributed to projects that address critical issues such as climate change adaptation, habitat restoration, and sustainable urban development. My work aligns with the needs of Chicago's diverse biological landscape and the broader goals of the United States' environmental policies. As a Biologist in Chicago, I am committed to advancing scientific knowledge while fostering collaboration between academia, government agencies, and local communities to protect natural resources.

Education
Bachelor of Science in Biology, University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC), Chicago, IL | Graduated: May 2016
· Relevant Coursework: Ecology, Environmental Science, Genetics, and Molecular Biology.
· Graduated with honors (3.8 GPA).
Master of Science in Conservation Biology, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL | Graduated: May 2018
· Thesis: "Urban Biodiversity in the Chicago Metropolitan Area: Impacts of Green Infrastructure."
· Published research in the Journal of Urban Ecology (2019).
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Ecological Sciences, University of Chicago, Chicago, IL | Graduated: May 2021
· Dissertation: "Ecosystem Services and Climate Resilience in the Great Lakes Region."
· Recipient of the National Science Foundation (NSF) Graduate Research Fellowship (2019-2021).

Professional Experience
Senior Ecologist, Chicago Environmental Research Institute (CERI), Chicago, IL | January 2021 – Present
Lead a team of researchers in studying the ecological impact of urbanization on native species in the United States Chicago region. Key responsibilities include:
· Designing and implementing field studies to monitor biodiversity in Chicago's parks, wetlands, and green spaces.
· Collaborating with city planners to integrate ecological principles into urban development projects.
· Publishing peer-reviewed articles in journals such as "Ecological Applications" and presenting findings at the Ecological Society of America (ESA) annual meeting.
· Securing over $2 million in federal grants for projects focused on climate resilience and habitat restoration.
Research Biologist, Argonne National Laboratory, Chicago, IL | June 2018 – December 2020
Contributed to interdisciplinary research on environmental microbiology and bioremediation technologies. Key achievements include:
· Developing a novel method to assess soil health in contaminated urban areas, published in "Environmental Science & Technology" (2019).
· Partnering with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources to restore wetlands impacted by industrial activity.
· Training 15+ undergraduate students in laboratory techniques and data analysis.
Biologist Intern, Chicago Botanic Garden, Glencoe, IL | June 2016 – August 2016
Assisted in plant biodiversity surveys and conservation efforts across the United States Midwest. Responsibilities included:
· Collecting and cataloging plant specimens for the Garden's living collection.
· Supporting outreach programs to educate local communities about native flora.

Skills
· Laboratory Techniques: PCR, ELISA, microscopy, and molecular analysis.
· Data Analysis: Proficient in R, Python, and GIS software for ecological modeling.
· Fieldwork: Experienced in biodiversity surveys, habitat mapping, and environmental sampling.
· Communication: Strong presentation skills; published over 10 peer-reviewed articles and presented at national conferences.
· Languages: Fluent in English; basic knowledge of Spanish for community outreach in Chicago's diverse neighborhoods.

Certifications & Licenses
· Professional Biologist License, State of Illinois (Issued: 2019).
· Environmental Compliance Professional (ECP), National Association of Environmental Professionals (NAEP), 2020.
· Certified GIS Technician, ESRI, 2018.

Projects & Research Highlights
· "Chicago Green Corridor Initiative" (2019-2021): Led a team to design green infrastructure corridors that connect urban habitats, enhancing biodiversity and reducing heat island effects.
· "Urban Pollinators in the Midwest" (2017-2018): Investigated the decline of bee populations in Chicago's urban farms, resulting in policy recommendations for pesticide use.
· "Great Lakes Ecosystem Monitoring" (2020): Collaborated with NOAA to assess water quality and its impact on aquatic biodiversity.

Professional Affiliations
· Ecological Society of America (ESA) – Member since 2016. Active participant in the Chicago Chapter.
· Illinois Academy of Science – Member since 2018.
· American Society of Limnology and Oceanography (ASLO) – Member since 2019.
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