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Film Director | Brazil Rio de Janeiro

Personal Information
Location: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Contact: carlos.mendes.director@gmail.com | +55 21 9876-5432
Website: www.carlosmendesfilms.com

Professional Summary
A passionate and experienced Film Director based in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, with a career dedicated to storytelling that reflects the vibrant culture, diverse landscapes, and socio-political narratives of Brazil. With over a decade of experience in film production and direction, I have crafted award-winning projects that resonate globally while maintaining deep roots in Brazilian cinema. My work bridges traditional Brazilian artistic values with modern cinematic techniques, making me a prominent figure in the Rio de Janeiro film scene. As a Film Director, I am committed to amplifying local voices and showcasing the unique identity of Brazil through visual narratives.

Key Skills
· Cinematic Storytelling: Expertise in translating complex narratives into visually compelling films that reflect Brazilian culture and history.
· Digital & Analog Filmmaking: Proficient in both traditional film techniques and modern digital production tools, tailored for the dynamic environment of Rio de Janeiro.
· Collaboration & Leadership: Skilled in leading multidisciplinary teams, fostering creativity, and managing large-scale productions in Brazil’s competitive film industry.
· Cultural Sensitivity: Deep understanding of Brazilian societal dynamics, ensuring authenticity in projects set across the country, especially Rio de Janeiro’s communities.
· International Recognition: Projects have been featured at global festivals such as Cannes and Rio de Janeiro International Film Festival (IFFR), highlighting Brazil’s cinematic potential.

Professional Experience
Film Director | RioFilms Studio
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil | 2018 – Present
· Directed over 15 feature films and short documentaries, including the critically acclaimed "Carnaval Shadows," which explored the cultural significance of Rio’s Carnival through a lens of social inequality.
· Collaborated with Brazilian screenwriters, actors, and cinematographers to produce content that highlights regional stories while adhering to international production standards.
· Founded the "Rio Rising Voices" initiative, a mentorship program for emerging filmmakers in Rio de Janeiro, focusing on underrepresented communities and indigenous narratives.
· Secured funding from Brazilian government grants and private sponsors, including the Ministry of Culture’s Film Production Support Program (Proac).
Assistant Director | CineCidade Productions
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil | 2014 – 2018
· Supported award-winning directors on major productions, including the Oscar-nominated "Tropical Dreams," a film set in the favelas of Rio de Janeiro.
· Managed production schedules, coordinated with local crews, and ensured adherence to budget constraints while maintaining artistic integrity.
· Played a key role in developing training programs for aspiring filmmakers through CineCidade’s educational arm, focusing on practical skills in Brazilian cinema.
Freelance Cinematographer & Director of Photography
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil | 2010 – 2014
· Captured the essence of Rio’s landscapes and urban life in projects such as "The City at Night," a documentary series exploring the city’s nightlife and cultural identity.
· Worked on commercials, music videos, and web series for brands with a strong presence in Brazil, blending artistic vision with commercial viability.

Education
Bachelor of Arts in Cinema – University of Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ), 2010
MFA in Film Directing – Escola de Artes Visuais do Parque Lage (EAV), 2013
Certification in Digital Filmmaking – Brazilian Film Institute (IFFA), 2015

Portfolio & Notable Projects
· "Carnaval Shadows" (2021) – A feature film exploring the socio-economic disparities of Rio’s Carnival, screened at the Rio International Film Festival and praised for its raw authenticity.
· "Tropical Dreams" (2019) – An Oscar-nominated drama set in the favelas, highlighting themes of resilience and community. Won Best Director at the São Paulo International Film Festival.
· "The City at Night" (2017) – A documentary series co-directed with Brazilian visual artist Lívia Costa, focusing on Rio’s nightlife and its role in shaping cultural identity.
· "Beneath the Carioca Sky" (2015) – A short film that won the Audience Award at the Rio de Janeiro Film Festival, showcasing the daily lives of residents in a traditional neighborhood.

Awards & Recognition
· Best Director – Rio International Film Festival (RIOFF), 2021
· Emerging Filmmaker Award – Brazilian Cinema Association (ABC), 2019
· Oscar Nomination – Best Foreign Language Film, 2019 (for "Tropical Dreams")
· Grand Prize – São Paulo International Film Festival, 2018

Languages & Cultural Contexts
Portuguese (Native)
English (Fluent)
Spanish (Intermediate)
Cultural Contributions: Actively involved in preserving and promoting Brazilian cinematic traditions, particularly those rooted in Rio de Janeiro. Regularly participates in cultural exchanges with international film communities while advocating for the visibility of Brazilian narratives on a global scale.

References
Available upon request. Please contact Carlos Mendes directly for references from industry professionals in Brazil and internationally.
