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Contact Information
Name: Amadou Kone
Address: 123 Avenue de la République, Cocody, Abidjan, Ivory Coast
Phone: +225 07 89 01 2345
Email: amadoukone@filmic.com
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/amadoukone-film
Portfolio: www.amadoukonefilms.com
Professional Summary
As a dedicated Film Director based in Ivory Coast Abidjan, I specialize in crafting compelling narratives that reflect the vibrant cultural and social fabric of West Africa. With over 10 years of experience in the film industry, my work has been recognized at regional and international platforms, including the Festival des 3 Mondes in Abidjan and the Pan-African Film Festival of Ouagadougou (FESPACO). My resume highlights a career rooted in storytelling that bridges local traditions with global cinematic excellence. I am passionate about using film as a medium to amplify underrepresented voices and celebrate the unique identity of Ivory Coast Abidjan through visually stunning and emotionally resonant projects.
Professional Experience
Senior Film Director | Studio Cinéma de l'Atlantique, Abidjan
Duration: January 2018 – Present
· Directed 15+ short films and 4 feature-length projects, including the critically acclaimed documentary "Voices of the Lagoon," which premiered at the Abidjan International Film Festival (FICA) in 2022.
· Collaborated with Ivorian actors, writers, and producers to create content that highlights local folklore and contemporary societal issues.
· Managed a team of 15+ crew members across pre-production, production, and post-production phases for major projects like "Nana's Legacy" (2021), a drama exploring family dynamics in urban Abidjan.
· Secured funding from the Ministry of Culture of Ivory Coast and international partners to support film productions that promote cultural heritage.
Assistant Director | SIFEM (Société Ivoirienne de Film et d'Images)
Duration: March 2014 – December 2017
· Supported senior directors on high-profile projects, including the action film "Toutou's Redemption," which won Best Action Film at the 2016 FESPACO.
· Played a key role in organizing location shoots across Abidjan, ensuring adherence to cultural sensitivities and logistical efficiency.
· Developed scripts for short films that were screened at local film clubs and community events, fostering engagement with youth audiences in Ivory Coast Abidjan.
Freelance Film Director | Independent Projects
Duration: 2010 – 2014
· Pioneered low-budget productions that later gained traction on streaming platforms like Netflix and YouTube, including the thriller "Shadow of the Baobab" (2013).
· Partnered with local NGOs to create educational films addressing health and environmental issues in Abidjan.
· Trained emerging filmmakers through workshops conducted at the École des Métiers du Cinéma de Côte d'Ivoire, a leading institution in Ivory Coast Abidjan.
Education
Bachelor of Arts in Film Studies | Université de Cocody, Abidjan
Graduation Year: 2010
· Specialized in screenwriting, cinematography, and film theory, with a focus on African cinema.
· Published research on the evolution of Ivorian storytelling in film at the Annual Symposium of West African Filmmakers (2009).
Short Course in Digital Cinematography | AFAC (African Film Academy, Nairobi)
Completion Year: 2015
· Gained expertise in modern filmmaking techniques, including drone usage and digital editing software.
· Participated in a collaborative project with Kenyan and Ivorian filmmakers, resulting in the short film "Crossroads" (2016).
Skills
· Technical Skills: Proficient in Adobe Premiere Pro, Final Cut Pro, DaVinci Resolve; knowledge of camera operation and lighting techniques.
· Creative Skills: Strong storytelling ability; expertise in developing scripts that blend tradition with innovation.
· Cultural Awareness: Deep understanding of Ivorian customs, languages (French, Dioula, Sénoufo), and regional storytelling traditions.
· Leadership: Skilled in managing cross-functional teams and mentoring new talent in Abidjan's film industry.
· Project Management: Proven ability to meet deadlines, stay within budgets, and adapt to changing production needs.
Projects & Portfolio Highlights
"Voices of the Lagoon" (2021) - Documentary Film
Explored the lives of fishermen in the Ébrié Lagoon, highlighting their resilience and connection to nature. Featured in FICA 2021 and later broadcast on RTI (Radio-Télévision Ivoirienne).
"Nana's Legacy" (2021) - Drama Feature
A family saga set in Abidjan, focusing on intergenerational relationships. Won Best Narrative Film at the 2021 Ivorian Film Awards.
"Shadow of the Baobab" (2013) - Thriller Short Film
Screened at international film festivals in Europe and Africa, praised for its suspenseful narrative and cinematography. Available on YouTube with over 50,000 views.
"Crossroads" (2016) - Collaborative Project
A co-production with Kenyan filmmakers exploring themes of migration and identity. Won the Best African Short Film award at the Nairobi International Film Festival.
Certifications & Awards
· Certified Film Editor (Adobe Premiere Pro), 2019 – Adobe Certified Expert Program.
· Best Narrative Film, Ivorian Film Awards (2021) – For "Nana's Legacy."
· FESPACO Special Mention, 2016 – For "Toutou's Redemption" as an assistant director.
Languages
· French (Native)
· Dioula (Conversational)
· English (Proficient)
Additional Information
Cultural Advocacy: Active member of the Abidjan Film Collective, a network promoting local cinema. Organized the 2019 "Cinéma et Culture" festival to showcase Ivorian stories.
Community Engagement: Led workshops for young filmmakers in Abidjan's informal settlements, emphasizing accessible storytelling tools and the importance of preserving oral traditions.
Professional Affiliations: Member of the African Cinema Association (ACA) and the Ivorian Film Directors Guild (GDCI).
References
Available upon request. Contact Amadou Kone at amadoukone@filmic.com or +225 07 89 01 2345.
