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Professional Summary
Experienced Film Director based in New Zealand Wellington, specializing in storytelling that captures the unique cultural and natural landscapes of Aotearoa. With over a decade of experience in film production, I have directed award-winning short films, documentaries, and feature-length projects that resonate with both local and international audiences. My work is deeply rooted in the creative energy of Wellington’s vibrant film community, where I have collaborated with emerging talents and established industry professionals to bring compelling narratives to life. As a New Zealand-based director, I am committed to showcasing the diversity of stories from this region while maintaining a global cinematic vision.

Education
Masters in Film Production
Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand | 2010–2012
· Focused on screenwriting, cinematography, and post-production techniques tailored to New Zealand’s film industry.
· Completed a thesis on "The Role of Local Narratives in Modern New Zealand Cinema," which was presented at the Wellington Film Festival.
Bachelor of Arts in Media Studies
Whitireia New Zealand, Porirua | 2006–2009
· Explored the intersection of media, culture, and technology with a focus on Indigenous storytelling traditions in Aotearoa.
· Founded a student film collective that produced short films screened at local festivals, including the Wellington International Film Festival.

Professional Experience
Film Director
Carter Films Ltd., Wellington, New Zealand | 2015–Present
· Directed and produced 15+ short films, including the critically acclaimed "Whispers of the Rimutaka," which premiered at the NZ International Film Festival in 2021.
· Collaborated with local screenwriters and producers to develop narratives that reflect New Zealand’s multicultural identity, such as "Te Taiwhenua" (2019), a documentary about Māori land rights.
· Managed budgets of up to $200,000 for feature-length projects, ensuring compliance with New Zealand Film Commission (NZFC) funding guidelines.
· Worked closely with the Wellington-based production crew to leverage the region’s unique locations, including the rugged landscapes of Kāpiti Island and the urban vibrancy of Te Aro.
Assistant Director
Whangarei Films, New Zealand | 2012–2015
· Served as assistant director on the feature film "The Last Light" (2014), which won Best Cinematography at the NZ Film Awards.
· Coordinated pre-production planning, including location scouting and casting, for projects set across New Zealand’s North and South Islands.
· Supported the director in managing on-set logistics, ensuring efficient execution of scenes that highlighted New Zealand’s natural beauty.

Projects & Portfolio
"Whispers of the Rimutaka" (Short Film, 2021)
A 15-minute drama about a family reuniting in a remote Wellington village. The film received the Best Short Film award at the Wairoa Māori Film Festival and was featured in the NZBC’s "Local Stories" series.
"Te Taiwhenua" (Documentary, 2019)
Explored the history of Māori land claims through interviews with elders and archival footage. Funded by NZFC and aired on TVNZ 1, it sparked national conversations about Indigenous rights in New Zealand.
"The Last Light" (Feature Film, 2014)
A sci-fi thriller set in a post-climate-change Wellington. The film was shot on location in the city’s industrial areas and received funding from the NZFC’s Feature Film Fund.

Skills
· Cinematic Storytelling: Expertise in visual narrative, character development, and pacing for both short and long-form content.
· Technical Proficiency: Mastery of DaVinci Resolve, Adobe Premiere Pro, and Avid Media Composer; experienced in 4K cinematography.
· Collaborative Leadership: Skilled in managing diverse teams, from crew members to actors, ensuring a cohesive vision aligned with New Zealand’s creative ethos.
· Local Knowledge: Deep understanding of Wellington’s film industry, including access to local production houses like The Farm and Weta Workshop.

Awards & Recognition
· Best Short Film, Wairoa Māori Film Festival (2021)
· Emerging Director Award, Wellington Regional Film Awards (2018)
· NZFC Grant Recipient for "Te Taiwhenua" (2019)
· Finalist, New Zealand Screen Awards – Best Cinematography (2014)

Professional Affiliations
· New Zealand Film Commission (NZFC) – Active member since 2016, contributing to industry workshops and funding panels.
· Women in Film and Television (WIFT) Wellington Chapter – Volunteer mentor for emerging female filmmakers in New Zealand.
· Wellington Film Group – Regular participant in networking events and collaborative film projects since 2010.

Additional Information
Languages: English (fluent), Māori (basic)
Volunteer Work: Mentored students at the Wellington Institute of Technology, sharing insights on film production and New Zealand cinema.
Cultural Contributions: Regular speaker at events celebrating Aotearoa’s cinematic heritage, including the 2022 Wellington Writers Festival.
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