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Contact Information
Name: John Adebayo Okoro
Email: john.adebayo@example.com
Phone: +234 801 234 5678
Location: Lagos, Nigeria
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/johnadebayo-filmdirector
Professional Summary
A visionary Film Director with over 10 years of experience in the Nigerian film industry, specializing in storytelling that captures the essence of Nigeria Lagos. Passionate about creating cinematic works that resonate with local and international audiences while showcasing the vibrant culture, struggles, and triumphs of Lagosian life. A proven leader in managing film productions from concept to completion, with a strong portfolio of award-winning projects rooted in Nollywood and beyond.
Education
Bachelor of Arts in Film Studies
University of Lagos, Nigeria
Graduated: 2010
Relevant coursework: Screenwriting, Cinematography, Film History, Nigerian Cinema.
Master of Fine Arts in Directing
Lagos State University (LASU), Nigeria
Graduated: 2013
Specialization in Narrative Structure and Cultural Representation.
Professional Experience
Film Director
Lagos Film Collective, Lagos, Nigeria
January 2018 – Present
- Directed over 15 films, including feature-length dramas and short films, that have screened at international film festivals such as the Durban International Film Festival and the Africa Movie Academy Awards.
- Collaborated with local actors, producers, and writers to create culturally authentic stories that highlight Lagos's urban dynamics.
- Managed a team of 20+ professionals across pre-production, production, and post-production phases.
- Won "Best Director" at the 2021 Lagos International Film Festival for the critically acclaimed film *City of Shadows*.
Assistant Director
Nollywood Production House, Lagos, Nigeria
June 2014 – December 2017
- Assisted in the production of over 25 films, including blockbusters like *The Legend of the Lagoon* and *Redemption*.
- Oversaw daily operations on set, ensuring adherence to budgets and timelines.
- Mentored junior directors and crew members, fostering a culture of creativity and professionalism.
Freelance Director
Independent Projects, Lagos, Nigeria
January 2010 – May 2014
- Directed short films for local NGOs and community organizations, focusing on social issues like youth unemployment and gender equality.
- Partnered with emerging filmmakers to co-produce low-budget projects that gained traction on streaming platforms like YouTube and Nollywoodon.
Key Skills
· Cinematic Storytelling: Expertise in crafting narratives that reflect the complexities of Lagosian society.
· Scriptwriting: Proficient in developing scripts with a focus on character development and cultural authenticity.
· Cinematography: Strong understanding of lighting, framing, and camera techniques to enhance visual storytelling.
· Production Management: Skilled in managing budgets, schedules, and resources for film projects of varying scales.
· Team Leadership: Proven ability to lead diverse teams and foster collaboration on set.
· Cultural Sensitivity: Deep knowledge of Nigerian traditions, languages (Yoruba, Igbo, Hausa), and regional storytelling styles.
Portfolio/Projects
*City of Shadows* (2021)
A gritty drama exploring the lives of Lagos's underprivileged youth. Screened at the 2021 Lagos International Film Festival and received critical acclaim for its raw portrayal of urban struggles.
*The Last Taxi Driver* (2019)
A comedy-drama highlighting the challenges faced by Lagos taxi drivers. Won "Best Nigerian Film" at the 2019 Africa Movie Academy Awards.
*Echoes of the Lagoon* (2017)
A historical drama set in 19th-century Lagos, focusing on the Yoruba resistance against colonialism. Featured at the Durban International Film Festival and praised for its visual artistry.
*Short Films: Directed over 20 short films, including *The Market Queen* (2016) and *Rainy Day in Ikoyi* (2015), which were broadcast on Nigerian television channels like Nollywood Today.
Certifications
International Film Festival Training Program
Cannes Film Festival, France
2019 – 2020
Completed advanced modules in film editing and international distribution strategies.
Nollywood Directing Workshop
Lagos State University (LASU), Nigeria
2013 – 2014
Focused on practical training in script development, production design, and post-production techniques.
Languages
· English (Fluent)
· Yoruba (Native)
· Igbo (Basic)
· Hausa (Basic)
References
Available upon request. Previous employers and collaborators include:
· Mrs. Funmi Adeyemi, Producer at Lagos Film Collective
· Mr. Chike Nwosu, Senior Cinematographer, Nollywood Production House
· Dr. Amina Yusuf, Lecturer in Film Studies, University of Lagos
Disclaimer: This resume is tailored for a film director based in Nigeria Lagos and reflects the unique challenges and opportunities within the Nigerian film industry.
