Resume - Film Director, Tanzania Dar es Salaam
John Mwakasege
Contact Information:
Address: 123 Ngurumo Street, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
Phone: +255 789 012 345
Email: john.mwakasege@example.com
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/johnmwakasege
Website: www.johnmwakasegefilms.com
Professional Summary
A passionate and experienced Film Director based in Tanzania Dar es Salaam, dedicated to storytelling that reflects the rich cultural heritage, social dynamics, and contemporary issues of East Africa. With over a decade of experience in the film industry, I specialize in creating narratives that resonate with both local and international audiences. My work has been featured at regional film festivals and collaborations with Tanzanian production houses such as Kizazi Films and Tanga Media Studios. I am committed to fostering talent, promoting indigenous storytelling, and contributing to the growth of cinema in Tanzania Dar es Salaam.
Work Experience
Film Director
Kizazi Films (Dar es Salaam, Tanzania)
January 2018 – Present
· Directed over 15 short and feature films, including the critically acclaimed drama "Nyota za Mazinga" (Stars of the Mountain), which premiered at the Dar es Salaam International Film Festival (DAFF) in 2021.
· Collaborated with local actors, writers, and production crews to produce culturally authentic content that highlights Tanzanian traditions, challenges, and aspirations.
· Managed budgets ranging from $10,000 to $50,000 for projects such as "Ukumbusho wa Mwana" (The Child's Memory), a documentary exploring the impact of colonialism on rural communities in Tanzania Dar es Salaam.
· Worked with international partners to co-produce films like "Sauti ya Mvua" (Rain’s Voice), which won Best Documentary at the 2020 African Film Festival in Kenya.
Assistant Director
Tanga Media Studios (Dar es Salaam, Tanzania)
June 2014 – December 2017
· Supported senior directors in managing production schedules, coordinating with cast and crew, and ensuring adherence to creative vision.
· Played a key role in the production of "Mkongeni" (The River), a 2016 film that became one of the highest-grossing local movies in Tanzania’s history.
· Assisted in organizing workshops for emerging filmmakers, focusing on scriptwriting and cinematography techniques tailored to Tanzanian storytelling traditions.
Education
Bachelor of Arts in Film Studies
University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
Graduated: 2013
· Relevant coursework: African Cinema, Documentary Production, Media Ethics, and Cultural Narratives.
· Graduated with honors for a thesis titled "The Role of Film in Preserving Tanzanian Oral Traditions."
Skills
· Cinematic Expertise: Screenwriting, cinematography, editing (Adobe Premiere Pro, Final Cut Pro), and sound design.
· Cultural Sensitivity: Deep understanding of Tanzanian languages (Swahili, local dialects) and traditions to create authentic content.
· Leadership: Ability to lead cross-functional teams, manage timelines, and resolve conflicts on set.
· Collaboration: Strong relationships with Tanzanian actors, producers, and film organizations such as the Tanzania Film Association (TFA).
· Tech Proficiency: Experience with camera equipment (Sony FX6, Canon C300), lighting, and post-production tools.
Projects & Notable Works
"Nyota za Mazinga" (Stars of the Mountain) – 2021
A coming-of-age drama set in rural Tanzania, focusing on the struggles of a young woman pursuing education amid societal pressures. Premiered at DAFF and received praise for its portrayal of gender equality issues in Dar es Salaam.
"Ukumbusho wa Mwana" (The Child’s Memory) – 2019
A documentary exploring the legacy of colonialism through interviews with elders in Dar es Salaam. Co-produced with the Tanzania National Archives, it was later used as an educational resource in schools.
"Sauti ya Mvua" (Rain’s Voice) – 2020
A cross-border co-production with Kenyan filmmakers, focusing on environmental challenges. Won Best Documentary at the African Film Festival in Nairobi and was screened at the 2021 Global Climate Summit.
Awards & Recognition
· Best Director, Dar es Salaam International Film Festival (DAFF) – 2021 for "Nyota za Mazinga."
· Outstanding Contribution to Tanzanian Cinema Award – 2019, presented by the Tanzania Film Association.
· Nominated for Best Documentary at the East African Media Awards (EAMA) – 2020.
Volunteer Experience
Founder & Mentor, Dar es Salaam Youth Film Club
2016 – Present
· Organized free workshops for aspiring filmmakers in Dar es Salaam, focusing on storytelling, technical skills, and film distribution.
· Mentored over 50 young directors, many of whom have since launched successful careers in the Tanzanian film industry.
Certifications
· Certificate in Advanced Film Production – University of Dar es Salaam, 2015.
· Adobe Certified Expert (Premiere Pro), 2018.
· Fundamentals of Documentary Filmmaking – African Media Institute, 2017.
Language Proficiency
· Swahili (Native)
· English (Fluent)
· Kiswahili dialects (Mzungu, Kigogo, etc.) – Intermediate
References
Available upon request.
This resume highlights the expertise of a Film Director in Tanzania Dar es Salaam, emphasizing local storytelling and cultural relevance. For more details, visit www.johnmwakasegefilms.com.
