Resume - Musician in DR Congo Kinshasa
KOFFI MWANA MUSICAL RESUME
Location: Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR Congo)
Email: koffi.mwana@musicdrcongo.com | Phone: +243 812 345 678

PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY
A dedicated and passionate musician with over a decade of experience in the vibrant music scene of DR Congo Kinshasa. Specializing in traditional Congolese genres such as Rumba, Soukous, and Afrobeat, I have contributed to the preservation and evolution of local musical heritage. My work as a performer, composer, and producer has allowed me to engage with communities across Kinshasa, fostering cultural exchange and artistic innovation. As a musician in DR Congo Kinshasa, I am committed to using my craft to inspire future generations and strengthen the region's global musical identity.
WORK EXPERIENCE
MUSICIAN & COMPOSER
Afrobeat Kinshasa Collective | Kinshasa, DR Congo | 2018 – Present
· Collaborated with local artists to create and perform original compositions that blend traditional rhythms with modern Afrobeat influences.
· Served as a lead guitarist and vocal contributor in multiple live performances across Kinshasa, including the annual Kinshasa Music Festival (KMF).
· Produced tracks for emerging artists, focusing on themes of social justice and cultural pride, which gained traction on regional radio stations and streaming platforms.
PERFORMANCE ARTIST
Lumumba Cultural Center | Kinshasa, DR Congo | 2015 – 2018
· Regularly performed at the Lumumba Cultural Center, a hub for music and art in Kinshasa, attracting both local and international audiences.
· Directed workshops on traditional percussion techniques for young musicians, emphasizing the importance of preserving DR Congo’s musical roots.
· Participated in community outreach programs that used music as a tool for conflict resolution and youth empowerment in underserved neighborhoods of Kinshasa.
MUSIC PRODUCER
Studio Mwana Records | Kinshasa, DR Congo | 2012 – 2015
· Managed and produced albums for independent artists, focusing on authentic Congolese soundscapes that resonate with Kinshasa’s urban culture.
· Partnered with local radio stations to promote new releases, increasing the visibility of DR Congo’s music in the region.
· Developed a mentorship program for aspiring producers, teaching them the technical and creative aspects of music production tailored to Kinshasa’s musical landscape.
EDUCATION & TRAINING
Bachelor of Arts in Music Performance
University of Kinshasa | Kinshasa, DR Congo | 2008 – 2012
· Specialized in traditional Congolese music theory, instrumentation, and performance techniques.
· Graduated with honors for a thesis on the evolution of Soukous music in Kinshasa and its global influence.
Workshops & Certifications
· Congolese Music Institute (CMI) – Advanced Rumba Composition (2016)
· AFRICA MUSIC ACADEMY – Digital Audio Production Certification (2017)
· Kinshasa Jazz & Blues Festival – Guest Speaker on Afrobeat Fusion (2020)
SKILLS
· Instruments: Guitar, Congolese drums (Kokoko), bass, and keyboard.
· Genres: Rumba, Soukous, Afrobeat, High-Life, and traditional Congolese folk music.
· Production: Sound engineering using Pro Tools and Ableton Live; experience in mixing and mastering tracks for both studio and live settings.
· Cultural Expertise: Deep understanding of DR Congo Kinshasa’s musical traditions, including storytelling through music and ceremonial rhythms.
· Community Engagement: Proven ability to connect with diverse audiences and use music as a platform for social change.
PROJECTS & CONTRIBUTIONS
"Echoes of Kinshasa" – Community Music Initiative (2019)
Launched a program that provided free music lessons to 50+ children in Kinshasa, focusing on traditional instruments and songwriting. The initiative culminated in a public concert at the Palais des Congrès, showcasing the talents of local youth.
"Soukous Revival Project"
Collaborated with veteran musicians to archive and digitize rare Soukous recordings from the 1980s-1990s, preserving them for future generations. This project was featured in a documentary by the DR Congo National Television (RTNC).
"Afrobeat Kinshasa" – Festival Organizer
Founded an annual music festival in Kinshasa that brings together artists from across Africa to celebrate Afrobeat and its roots in Congolese rhythms. The event has grown to attract over 10,000 attendees annually.
REFERENCES
· Monsieur Jean-Baptiste Mwana – Director, Lumumba Cultural Center | Email: jb.mwana@lumumba.org | Phone: +243 815 678 901
· Madame Nelly Bokassa – Music Educator & Founder, Studio Mwana Records | Email: nelly.bokassa@studio-mwana.com | Phone: +243 890 123 456
· Mr. Kassim Ndaye – Producer & Drummer, Afrobeat Kinshasa Collective | Email: kassim.ndaye@afrobeatkinshasa.com | Phone: +243 801 234 567
LANGUAGES
· French (Fluent) – Primary language of communication in DR Congo Kinshasa.
· Kinande (Native) – Spoken fluently in Kinshasa and surrounding areas.
· English (Proficient) – Ability to collaborate with international artists and audiences.
CONCLUSION
As a musician in DR Congo Kinshasa, I have dedicated my career to honoring the rich cultural legacy of my homeland while pushing the boundaries of musical innovation. My work bridges the past and present, ensuring that Congolese music remains a vital force in global culture. I am eager to continue contributing to Kinshasa’s dynamic music scene and collaborate with artists who share a passion for storytelling through rhythm and melody.
