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Professional Summary
Results-driven and culturally attuned Photographer with over 8 years of experience capturing the essence of DR Congo Kinshasa through lens. Specializing in documentary, portrait, and cultural photography, I have documented the vibrant communities, historical landmarks, and social narratives of Kinshasa. My work bridges global storytelling with local authenticity, ensuring every image reflects the resilience and beauty of Congolese culture. Committed to ethical practices and community engagement, I aim to elevate the visibility of DR Congo through visual artistry.
Core Competencies
· Documentary Photography in Kinshasa and Surrounding Regions
· Cultural Heritage Preservation through Visual Storytelling
· Portrait and Event Photography for NGOs, Media, and Local Events
· Proficient in Adobe Photoshop, Lightroom, and Canon/Nikon Equipment
· Fluent in French (native), Lingala, Kikongo, and English
· Experience with International Media Collaborations (BBC News, Al Jazeera)
Work Experience
Freelance Photographer | Kinshasa, DR Congo
June 2018 – Present
· Captured over 500+ images for local and international media outlets, focusing on social issues, cultural festivals, and urban life in Kinshasa.
· Collaborated with NGOs such as Action Against Hunger (ACF) to document humanitarian efforts in refugee camps and rural communities.
· Shot editorial content for "Africa Today" magazine, highlighting the role of youth innovation in Kinshasa's tech ecosystem.
· Provided photography services for corporate events, weddings, and cultural exhibitions across DR Congo.
Photography Intern | Studio KINSHASA
January 2016 – May 2018
· Assisted senior photographers in producing high-quality portraits, product shots, and event coverage for clients in Kinshasa.
· Managed social media content creation for Studio KINSHASA, increasing their online engagement by 30% within 6 months.
· Led a team of 5 interns to document the "Congo Arts Festival" in 2017, resulting in a widely shared photo series on Instagram and Facebook.
Photography Assistant | BBC News (Kinshasa Bureau)
July 2015 – December 2015
· Supported investigative reporting teams by capturing images of political protests, public health initiatives, and community gatherings.
· Filmed short documentary clips for BBC's "Africa" series, focusing on the impact of the 2015 Ebola outbreak in DR Congo.
Education
Bachelor of Arts in Visual Communication
University of Kinshasa, DR Congo
Graduated: 2015
· Major: Photography and Media Studies
· Thesis: "The Role of Photography in Preserving Congolese Cultural Identity"
Certificate in Documentary Photography
International Center of Photography (ICP), New York, USA
Completed: 2017
Projects and Contributions
"Kinshasa Through My Lens" – Solo Exhibition (2021)
A curated collection of 50 photographs highlighting the daily lives, struggles, and triumphs of Kinshasa residents. The exhibition was displayed at the Kinshasa Cultural Center and received coverage in local newspapers such as "L'Équipe" and "Radio Okapi."
"Voices of the Congo" – Collaborative Documentary (2019)
Partnered with Al Jazeera to produce a 45-minute documentary exploring the impact of mining on local communities. The project was nominated for Best International Documentary at the 2020 African Film Awards.
"Children of Kinshasa" – Social Media Campaign (2018)
Launched a viral campaign using Instagram and Facebook to raise awareness about child labor in artisanal mining. The initiative partnered with UNICEF and garnered over 1 million impressions.
Publications and Features
· Featured in "National Geographic" (March 2020) for a photo essay on Kinshasa’s street food culture.
· Published in "The Guardian" (May 2019) as part of a series on Congo’s youth-led activism.
· Contributed to the 2017 UNESCO report "Cultural Preservation in Conflict Zones," focusing on DR Congo’s heritage sites.
Certifications
· Certificate in Ethical Photography Practices (2019) – International Journalists’ Network (IJNet)
· Advanced Photo Editing Certification (Adobe Certified Expert) – 2017
· Photography for Social Change Workshop – UNESCO, 2016
Languages
· French (Native)
· Lingala (Fluent)
· Kikongo (Fluent)
· English (Proficient)
References
Available upon request. Contact Jean-Paul Mbandaka at j.p.mbandaka@kinshasa.com.
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