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Professional Summary
Dedicated academic and researcher with over two decades of experience in environmental science and policy, specializing in sustainable development and climate resilience. As a Professor at Makerere University in Uganda Kampala, I have contributed significantly to advancing educational frameworks, fostering interdisciplinary research, and addressing regional environmental challenges. My work bridges global scientific rigor with local contextual needs, ensuring that academic pursuits directly benefit communities in Uganda Kampala and beyond. With a strong commitment to mentorship and innovation, I strive to empower the next generation of scholars and professionals who will drive transformative change in African societies.
Education
· PhD in Environmental Science, University of Nairobi, Kenya (2005)
· MSc in Geography, Makerere University, Uganda Kampala (1998)
· BSc in Environmental Studies, Kyambogo University, Uganda Kampala (1995)
Work Experience
Professor of Environmental Science and Policy
Makerere University, Uganda Kampala
July 2015 – Present
- Leading the Department of Geography and Environmental Studies in designing curricula that integrate climate change adaptation strategies for vulnerable communities in Uganda Kampala.
- Supervising over 30 graduate students in their research projects, with a focus on water resource management and urban sustainability.
- Collaborating with local governments and NGOs to implement community-based environmental initiatives, such as reforestation programs in the Kasese region of Uganda Kampala.
Senior Lecturer
Makerere University, Uganda Kampala
August 2010 – June 2015
- Teaching core courses in environmental policy, ecological economics, and GIS applications.
- Establishing partnerships with international universities to facilitate student exchange programs, enhancing global perspectives for Ugandan students in Kampala.
Lecturer
Kyambogo University, Uganda Kampala
January 2002 – July 2010
- Developing innovative teaching methods to engage students in environmental science through fieldwork and community projects in Kampala.
Research Interests
· Climate change adaptation strategies for smallholder farmers in Uganda Kampala.
· Sustainable urban development and green infrastructure in rapidly growing cities like Kampala.
· Community-based natural resource management and biodiversity conservation.
· Policy frameworks for environmental governance in sub-Saharan Africa.
Publications
· Okello, J.A. (2021). "Climate Resilience in Ugandan Agriculture: A Case Study of Kampala." *Journal of African Environmental Studies*, 45(3), 112-130.
· Okello, J.A., & Mwesigye, F. (2019). "Urban Green Spaces and Public Health in Kampala: A Call for Integrated Planning." *African Urban Studies*, 28(2), 89-105.
· Okello, J.A. (Ed.) (2017). *Sustainable Development in Uganda: Challenges and Opportunities*. Kampala Press.
Teaching Experience
Makerere University, Uganda Kampala
- Courses Taught: Environmental Policy Analysis, Sustainable Urban Planning, Climate Change Impacts on Agriculture.
- Developed a graduate-level course on "Environmental Justice in Africa," which has become a cornerstone of the university’s sustainability program.
Awards and Honors
· Best Researcher Award, Makerere University (2018)
· Outstanding Academic Contribution to Climate Action, Uganda National Environment Management Authority (2016)
· International Association for Environmental Education (IAEE) Recognition for Teaching Excellence in Africa (2014)
Professional Affiliations
· Member, African Environmental Research Network (AERN)
· Chair, Uganda Kampala Chapter of the International Geographical Union (IGU)
· Reviewer for *Environmental Science & Policy* and *Journal of Sustainable Development in Africa*
Languages and Skills
· Fluent in English and Luganda.
· Proficient in GIS software, statistical analysis tools (SPSS, R), and academic writing.
· Strong public speaking and community engagement skills, with experience leading workshops for stakeholders in Uganda Kampala.
Community Engagement
Actively involved in initiatives that address environmental challenges in Uganda Kampala. For example:
· Co-founded the "Green Kampala" project, which promotes urban tree planting and waste management systems.
· Provided technical guidance to local communities on implementing solar-powered irrigation systems, enhancing food security in rural areas near Kampala.
Conclusion
As a Professor at Makerere University in Uganda Kampala, I am committed to advancing knowledge that addresses the unique environmental and social challenges of Africa. My work as an educator, researcher, and community advocate reflects a deep dedication to creating sustainable solutions that empower individuals and institutions across Uganda Kampala. With a focus on collaboration and innovation, I continue to shape the future of environmental science in one of East Africa’s most dynamic academic hubs.
