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Professional Summary
A seasoned Videographer with over a decade of experience capturing compelling visual narratives in Tanzania Dar es Salaam. Specializing in documentary filmmaking, corporate video production, and event coverage, I combine technical expertise with an acute understanding of Tanzanian culture to deliver high-impact media solutions. My work has been featured in local media outlets and international platforms, showcasing the vibrant stories of Tanzania’s people and places.
Work Experience
Videographer & Director
East Africa Media Hub (EAMH) | Dar es Salaam, Tanzania | Jan 2018 – Present
· Lead creative direction for 50+ corporate video projects, including brand storytelling campaigns and training modules for local businesses in Tanzania Dar es Salaam.
· Directed and produced documentary films highlighting community development initiatives in Zanzibar and the mainland, which were screened at the Dar es Salaam International Film Festival (2021 & 2023).
· Collaborated with NGOs like CARE International to create educational videos on sustainable agriculture, reaching over 50,000 viewers across Tanzania.
· Managed a team of 8 editors and camera operators, ensuring all projects met the highest technical standards while adhering to tight deadlines.
Freelance Videographer
Self-Employed | Dar es Salaam, Tanzania | Jun 2015 – Dec 2017
· Provided videography services for weddings, corporate events, and local festivals in Dar es Salaam, building a loyal client base across the region.
· Captured high-quality footage of the 2016 Tanzania National Cultural Festival, which was later used by the Ministry of Sports and Culture for promotional campaigns.
· Developed a YouTube channel focusing on travel and culture in Tanzania, amassing over 10K subscribers and highlighting Dar es Salaam’s unique landscapes.
Junior Videographer
Tanzania TV Network (TTN) | Dar es Salaam, Tanzania | Mar 2012 – May 2015
· Assisted in the production of daily news segments and special reports, focusing on local stories from Dar es Salaam and surrounding regions.
· Operated broadcast-grade cameras during live events, including political debates and cultural celebrations in the city.
· Edited raw footage for news packages, ensuring accurate storytelling while maintaining the network’s high editorial standards.
Education
Bachelor of Arts in Media Studies
University of Dar es Salaam | Dar es Salaam, Tanzania | Graduated: 2011
· Relevant coursework: Video Production, Documentary Filmmaking, Cultural Communication.
· Graduated with honors, recognized for a final project on "Visual Representation of Urban Life in Dar es Salaam."
Certification in Advanced Video Editing
Adobe Certified Expert Program | Online | 2020
· Proficient in Adobe Premiere Pro, After Effects, and Photoshop for post-production workflows.
Skills
· Technical Proficiency: DSLR and cinema camera operation (Canon EOS R5, Sony FX6), drone videography, lighting design, and sound recording.
· Software: Adobe Premiere Pro, Final Cut Pro X, DaVinci Resolve, and After Effects.
· Cultural Expertise: Deep understanding of Tanzanian traditions, languages (Swahili and English), and the unique storytelling needs of Dar es Salaam’s diverse communities.
· Project Management: Skilled in budgeting, scheduling, and coordinating shoots with cross-functional teams.
· Communication: Excellent interpersonal skills for client collaboration and on-site direction during shoots in Tanzania Dar es Salaam.
Certifications & Training
International Film Festival Masterclass
Dar es Salaam International Film Festival (DIF) | 2022
· Workshop on narrative structure for documentary filmmakers, focusing on storytelling techniques relevant to Tanzanian contexts.
Camera Operation Certification
Professional Video Training Institute (PVTI), Dar es Salaam | 2019
· Certified in advanced camera techniques, including low-light shooting and dynamic motion capture.
Projects & Portfolio
Explore my work at johnmwaka.com, a portfolio showcasing:
· "Voices of Dar es Salaam" – A documentary series highlighting local artists and entrepreneurs in Tanzania’s largest city.
· "Sustainable Future" – A corporate video for a renewable energy startup based in Dar es Salaam, featured on the World Bank’s website.
· "Cultural Heritage of Zanzibar" – A travel documentary co-produced with the Tanzania Tourism Board, promoting tourism in the region.
Languages
· Swahili (Fluent)
· English (Fluent)
· French (Basic)
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