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Date: October 26, 2023
Dr. Evelyn Tan
Director of Research Funding
National Research Foundation Singapore (NRF)
10 Heng Mui Keng Terrace
Singapore 119614
Subject: Application for the National Research Scholarship (NRS) as an Academic Researcher at Singapore Institutions
Dear Dr. Tan and Esteemed Members of the Selection Committee,
I am writing with profound enthusiasm to submit my application for the National Research Scholarship (NRS) under the prestigious framework of Singapore's research ecosystem, with the explicit goal of advancing my career as an Academic Researcher within Singapore's world-class academic institutions. As a dedicated scholar with five years of postdoctoral research experience in computational biology and a proven track record in securing competitive funding, I am confident that this Scholarship Application Letter represents not merely an application, but a strategic alignment with Singapore's vision for becoming a global hub of innovation.
My academic journey has been meticulously focused on addressing challenges central to Singapore's national priorities. Having completed my PhD at the University of Cambridge with a dissertation titled "Machine Learning Applications in Precision Healthcare for Aging Populations," I have subsequently published 14 peer-reviewed articles in journals such as Nature Communications and Bioinformatics, including three as first author. My current research on AI-driven early detection of neurodegenerative diseases aligns precisely with Singapore's Smart Nation Initiative and the National University of Singapore's (NUS) strategic focus on health technology. This Scholarship Application Letter is therefore not simply a request for funding, but a commitment to contribute meaningfully to Singapore's research landscape as an Academic Researcher.
I have closely followed Singapore's transformative approach to academic research, particularly the tripartite collaboration between A*STAR (Agency for Science, Technology and Research), NUS, and NTU (Nanyang Technological University). My proposal for the "Singapore AI Health Analytics Project" specifically targets gaps identified in Singapore's healthcare system through a multi-institutional framework. This project will leverage Singapore's unique national health data infrastructure while collaborating with SingHealth Duke-NUS Medical School to develop ethical AI frameworks – a critical need highlighted by the Ministry of Health's 2022 Digital Health Strategy. By embedding myself within Singapore's research ecosystem as an Academic Researcher, I will directly support National Research Foundation objectives outlined in Singapore's Research, Innovation and Enterprise (RIE) 2025 plan, particularly the "Health and Biomedical Sciences" pillar.
The significance of this Scholarship Application Letter extends beyond individual career advancement. Singapore represents an unparalleled environment for research impact – its strategic geographic location between major Asian economies, robust government investment in RIE 2025 (S$17 billion allocated), and commitment to interdisciplinary collaboration create the optimal conditions for my work to transition from laboratory to real-world implementation. My proposed research will not only advance scientific knowledge but also directly support Singapore's goal of developing homegrown solutions for regional healthcare challenges, including managing aging populations in Southeast Asia. This is precisely why I am applying specifically within the Singapore Singapore context – no other nation offers such seamless integration of academic excellence, government support, and immediate societal application.
I have already established preliminary connections with key researchers at NUS' Centre for Quantum Technologies (CQT) and A*STAR's Bioinformatics Institute (BII), who have expressed strong interest in collaborating on this project. Their endorsement underscores the relevance of my approach to Singapore's current research needs. For instance, Dr. Lim Wei Ching from BII noted in our recent correspondence: "Dr. Chen's methodology for handling heterogeneous healthcare data aligns perfectly with our ongoing projects at A*STAR, making her an ideal candidate for the NRS." This collaborative spirit is fundamental to Singapore's research culture – one that values interdisciplinary synergy over isolated academic pursuits.
My commitment to becoming a lasting contributor within Singapore Singapore's academic community is unwavering. I have carefully researched the support structures available: the NUS Research Scholarship Program, the A*STAR Graduate Academy, and the Singapore International Graduate Award (SINGA) provide comprehensive frameworks for international researchers like myself to integrate seamlessly. I am prepared to immediately contribute to research groups at NUS Faculty of Science while also engaging with Singapore's broader scientific community through initiatives such as the Singapore National Research Foundation's annual symposium series.
As an Academic Researcher, I understand that true scholarship requires both intellectual rigor and societal relevance. My proposed work on AI-driven healthcare analytics will directly contribute to Singapore's strategic goals of enhancing healthcare efficiency and accessibility, while maintaining strict adherence to ethical guidelines endorsed by the National Healthcare Group Ethics Committee. The outcome will be a scalable framework applicable not only within Singapore but across Southeast Asian nations facing similar demographic shifts – thereby amplifying the impact of this Scholarship Application Letter beyond academic circles into tangible public benefit.
Having dedicated my career to advancing research that serves both scientific communities and society, I am eager to bring my expertise to Singapore's dynamic research environment. This Scholarship Application Letter represents a pivotal step in my journey toward becoming an established Academic Researcher who contributes meaningfully to Singapore's position as a global innovation leader. I have attached my CV, research proposal, and letters of recommendation from three internationally recognized scholars, including Professor Alan Thorne (Director of Cambridge Biomedical Research Centre) and Dr. Mei Ling Koh (Senior Scientist at A*STAR BII), who can attest to my research capabilities and alignment with Singapore's priorities.
Thank you for considering my application. I am deeply honored by the opportunity to contribute to Singapore's research excellence as an Academic Researcher and welcome the chance to discuss how this Scholarship Application Letter can serve as a catalyst for meaningful scientific advancement within the Singapore Singapore ecosystem.
Respectfully yours,
Dr. Mei Lin Chen
Postdoctoral Research Fellow (Computational Biology)
University of Melbourne | Centre for Bioinformatics
Email: mei.chen@unimelb.edu.au | Phone: +61 3 9035 7890
Attachments:
· Curriculum Vitae (CV)
· Research Proposal: "AI-Driven Precision Healthcare Analytics for Singapore's Aging Population"
· Letters of Recommendation (3)
· National Research Foundation Scholarship Application Guidelines Checklist
This Scholarship Application Letter reflects my commitment to contributing as an Academic Researcher to the advancement of Singapore's research excellence and national priorities within the vibrant Singapore Singapore ecosystem.
