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Dear Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
It is with profound enthusiasm and unwavering dedication that I submit my formal Scholarship Application Letter for the International Architecture Foundation’s prestigious scholarship program. As a passionate aspiring Architect deeply rooted in the cultural and urban fabric of Colombia Bogotá, I seek this opportunity to advance my education at the Universidad Nacional de Colombia—a cornerstone of architectural excellence in our nation. My journey toward becoming an architect is intrinsically linked to addressing the complex challenges facing Bogotá, where rapid urbanization, social inequality, and cultural preservation demand innovative design solutions.
My academic path has been shaped by Bogotá’s unique architectural landscape. Growing up in La Candelaria—the historic heart of the city—I witnessed how colonial facades coexist with modern high-rises, creating both beauty and tension. This duality ignited my passion for architecture as a tool for social transformation. I pursued my high school diploma at Colegio Nuestra Señora de Fátima, where I led a student initiative documenting endangered historic buildings in Chapinero. My project, "Preserving Bogotá’s Memory," earned recognition from the Alcaldía de Bogotá and underscored my commitment to contextual design. These early experiences solidified my resolve to study architecture not as an isolated art form, but as a catalyst for community empowerment in Colombia Bogotá.
At Universidad Nacional de Colombia’s School of Architecture, I have already engaged deeply with Bogotá-specific challenges. In my first year, I collaborated on a studio project analyzing informal settlements along the Tunjuelo River—a critical issue affecting over 300,000 residents in the city. My team proposed adaptive reuse strategies for abandoned industrial sites to create affordable housing, integrating traditional Colombian construction techniques with modern sustainability principles. This work was presented at the 2023 Bogotá Urban Futures Symposium, where I connected with architects from Fundación Casa de la Arquitectura and the Instituto de Investigaciones Antropológicas. These interactions reinforced my belief that a truly impactful Architect must remain grounded in local realities.
The financial barrier to completing my degree remains significant. As a first-generation university student from a low-income household in Suba, Bogotá, I balance part-time work as a design intern at an architectural firm with academic rigor. While I receive partial support through the Colombian government’s Beca de Excelencia Académica, it covers only 60% of tuition and essential materials. The full cost of my final two years—approximately 18 million COP (approx. $4,500 USD)—is beyond my family’s means without external assistance. This scholarship would alleviate that burden, allowing me to focus entirely on mastering sustainable design methodologies crucial for Colombia Bogotá. Specifically, I aim to specialize in resilient urban planning for climate-vulnerable neighborhoods like Ciudad Bolívar, where flooding and inadequate infrastructure disproportionately impact marginalized communities.
My vision extends far beyond personal achievement. I envision becoming an architect who transforms Bogotá into a model of inclusive, culturally rich urbanism. With this scholarship, I will pursue advanced coursework in "Social Housing for Megacities" and "Heritage Integration in Modern Development," both offered exclusively at the Universidad Nacional. These studies align with Colombia’s national policy on sustainable cities (PNC 2018-2035) and Bogotá’s own Estrategia de Desarrollo Urbano 2043, which prioritizes equitable growth. My long-term goal is to co-found a non-profit architecture studio in Bogotá that partners with local communities to design low-cost, eco-friendly housing—proving that architectural excellence must serve humanity first.
What distinguishes my Scholarship Application Letter is not merely my academic record (GPA: 3.8/4.0), but my demonstrated commitment to Bogotá’s future. Last semester, I volunteered with "Barrio a Barrio," a grassroots initiative mapping community needs in the informal settlements of Kennedy district. By creating accessible architectural models for residents, we secured municipal funding for three public spaces—a project later featured in the Bogotá Post. This experience taught me that architecture is not about aesthetics alone; it’s about listening to those who will inhabit the spaces we design. In Colombia Bogotá, where 45% of the population lives in informal settlements, this philosophy is non-negotiable.
I am particularly drawn to the International Architecture Foundation’s mission of "building bridges between global innovation and local context." Your past support for projects like the revitalization of Bogotá’s Parque de los Periodistas exemplifies this ethos. I would be honored to contribute my perspective as a Bogotá-born architect, ensuring scholarship recipients understand that every building we design must honor Colombia’s soul while embracing its future.
In closing, this Scholarship Application Letter represents more than a request for financial aid—it is a pledge to channel my education into tangible progress for Colombia Bogotá. I will leverage every resource provided to become an architect who creates spaces of dignity, resilience, and cultural pride. With your support, I can transform from an aspiring student into a professional committed to reimagining Bogotá as a city where architecture uplifts all its people.
Thank you for considering my application. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my vision aligns with the Foundation’s goals during an interview at your convenience.
Sincerely,
Ana María Gómez
Architectural Studies Candidate
Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Bogotá
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