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Date: October 26, 2023
Dr. Linda Ndlovu
Director, Scholarships & Development
Johannesburg Auditing Excellence Fund (JAEF)
100 Smit Street, Sandton,
Johannesburg 2196,
South Africa
Subject: Application for Scholarship to Pursue Professional Auditor Qualifications in South Africa Johannesburg
Dear Dr. Ndlovu and Esteemed Members of the Selection Committee,
With profound respect for your institution's pivotal role in advancing ethical financial governance across South Africa, I am writing to formally submit my application for the Johannesburg Auditing Excellence Scholarship. As a dedicated student committed to becoming a qualified Auditor within South Africa's dynamic economic landscape, I believe this scholarship represents the essential catalyst to transform my academic aspirations into tangible contributions serving Johannesburg and the broader nation.
My academic journey has been meticulously aligned with the rigorous demands of professional auditing in South Africa. I am currently completing my Bachelor of Commerce (BCom) in Accounting at the University of Johannesburg (UJ), where I have maintained a consistent 78% average across all core accounting and auditing modules. Courses such as Advanced Financial Reporting, Audit Theory & Practice, and Integrated Assurance Services have equipped me with foundational knowledge in South Africa's unique regulatory environment – including the Companies Act 71 of 2008, the Auditing Profession Act (2014), and International Standards on Auditing (ISA) as adapted by SAICA. My academic rigor is underscored by a research project analyzing auditor independence challenges in JSE-listed mining companies, a critical sector where Johannesburg serves as the undisputed financial nerve center for South Africa.
What distinguishes my commitment to auditing in Johannesburg is not merely academic achievement, but an intimate understanding of the city's specific challenges and opportunities. Johannesburg – home to the African continent's largest stock exchange (JSE), numerous multinational headquarters, and bustling SME hubs – requires auditors who grasp local nuances. I have actively engaged with these realities through internships: at PwC Johannesburg’s Assurance division, I supported audits for a major telecommunications client navigating complex revenue recognition under South Africa's evolving Digital Economy Policy; and during my second-semester placement at a medium-sized accounting firm in Soweto, I witnessed firsthand how ethical auditing practices empower township businesses to access formal financial services. These experiences crystallized my understanding that effective auditing in Johannesburg must balance global standards with deep contextual awareness of local socio-economic factors, corruption prevention (as emphasized by the National Anti-Corruption Strategy), and the need for auditors who understand South Africa's unique risk landscape.
My aspiration extends beyond personal career advancement. I am driven by a profound sense of responsibility to contribute to Johannesburg’s economic integrity. South Africa faces significant challenges in financial transparency, particularly within state-owned enterprises and sectors impacted by the Economic Reconstruction and Recovery Plan (ERRP). As an Auditor based in Johannesburg, I aim to specialize in public sector audits and anti-fraud investigations – roles directly addressing the critical need for accountability highlighted by recent reports from the Office of the Public Protector. I envision establishing a practice focused on empowering SMEs across Johannesburg's townships with accessible audit services, fostering trust between local businesses and financial institutions. This aligns perfectly with JAEF’s mission to cultivate auditors who strengthen South Africa’s business ecosystem.
The Johannesburg Auditing Excellence Scholarship is not merely a financial aid option for me; it is the necessary enabler that bridges a critical gap in my professional development. The cost of SAICA's Professional Programme, including examination fees, study materials (particularly specialized South African standards like ISA 240 on Fraud), and travel to Johannesburg-based workshops, presents significant hardship. My family operates a small retail business in Alexandra Township – an economic context where every rand counts – making the scholarship imperative for my uninterrupted progression. Without this support, I risk delaying my qualification by at least one year due to part-time work commitments that would compromise my academic focus and practical internship opportunities crucial for Johannesburg-based employment.
I have meticulously calculated the specific impact of this scholarship. It will directly fund:
· SAICA Professional Programme registration & examination fees (ZAR 28,500)
· Essential South Africa-specific auditing textbooks and compliance updates (ZAR 4,200)
· Transportation costs for mandatory Johannesburg-based training workshops (ZAR 3,800)
This investment represents exceptional value. In return, I pledge to actively contribute to the JAEF’s mission through:
1. Volunteering as a mentor for UJ accounting students at Johannesburg community centres
1. Publishing a case study on "Ethical Audit Practices in Soweto SMEs" upon qualification
1. Committing to three years of professional service at an accredited Johannesburg firm prioritizing public sector or township economic development work
Johannesburg is more than a location for my career; it is the crucible where South Africa's financial future is being shaped. My commitment to auditing in this city stems from recognizing that its vibrancy and complexity demand auditors who are not only technically proficient but deeply rooted in the community they serve. I have chosen Johannesburg because it offers unparalleled exposure to the highest echelons of corporate governance and the most critical challenges facing South Africa's economy today.
Thank you for considering my application for this prestigious scholarship. I am eager to discuss how my academic dedication, contextual understanding of Johannesburg's auditing landscape, and unwavering commitment to ethical financial practice align with JAEF’s transformative goals. I have attached all required documentation: academic transcripts, internship verification letters from PwC Johannesburg and the Soweto accounting firm, a detailed budget proposal aligned with scholarship funds, and a letter of recommendation from my UJ Accounting Department Head.
It would be an honour to contribute my skills as a qualified Auditor to South Africa's financial integrity. I am available for an interview at your earliest convenience and can be reached at +27 82 123 4567 or thandiwe.molefe@uj.ac.za.
Yours sincerely,
Thandiwe Molefe
BCom (Accounting) Candidate, University of Johannesburg
Residing in Johannesburg, South Africa | +27 82 123 4567 | thandiwe.molefe@uj.ac.za
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