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October 26, 2023
The Scholarship Committee
Chicago Financial Education Foundation
123 Financial District, Suite 1000
Chicago, Illinois 60602
Subject: Scholarship Application Letter for Auditor Professional Development Program
To the Esteemed Members of the Chicago Financial Education Foundation Scholarship Committee,
I am writing to submit my formal application for the prestigious Auditor Training Scholarship, a program designed to cultivate ethical and technically proficient accounting professionals within the vibrant economic landscape of the United States. As a dedicated student pursuing advanced certification in auditing and financial compliance with strong ties to Chicago's business community, I believe this scholarship represents a critical investment in my ability to contribute meaningfully to the integrity of financial systems across the United States, particularly within Chicago's dynamic corporate ecosystem.
My academic journey has been meticulously focused on building the technical foundation required for excellence in auditing. I am currently completing my Master of Science in Accounting with an emphasis on Assurance Services at DePaul University's Kellstadt Graduate School of Business in Chicago. This program provides unparalleled access to Chicago's financial institutions, including proximity to the regional offices of all four Big Four accounting firms and numerous Fortune 500 headquarters that rely on rigorous auditing processes. My coursework has included Advanced Auditing Theory, Forensic Accounting, Internal Controls Management, and U.S. GAAP/IFRS Compliance – all essential competencies for today's Auditor operating within the complex regulatory framework of the United States.
My motivation to pursue a career as an Auditor stems from a profound understanding of its critical role in maintaining trust within our capital markets. In the United States, where financial transparency is paramount to economic stability, auditors serve as indispensable guardians against fraud and misstatement. Chicago, as one of the nation's leading financial hubs with institutions like the Chicago Mercantile Exchange and numerous corporate headquarters, demands rigorously trained professionals who understand both technical standards and ethical responsibilities. I have already gained practical experience through an internship with the internal audit department at a major healthcare provider in downtown Chicago, where I observed firsthand how meticulous auditing procedures protect patient data integrity and ensure compliance with federal healthcare regulations – a microcosm of the broader national importance of this profession.
This Scholarship Application Letter is not merely about financial assistance; it represents my commitment to becoming part of the solution for America's growing need for qualified auditors. According to recent Bureau of Labor Statistics projections, demand for accountants and auditors in Illinois is expected to grow by 5% through 2031, significantly outpacing the national average. Chicago alone hosts over 4,000 accounting firms and corporate finance departments requiring skilled personnel. My goal is to work with a firm like KPMG's Chicago office or within the internal audit team of a major Chicago-based corporation such as United Airlines or Caterpillar, where I can apply my skills to safeguard shareholder value and regulatory compliance – core functions that underpin the health of our entire financial system in the United States.
The proposed Scholarship for Auditor Training would directly address a critical gap in my professional development. While DePaul University offers an exceptional curriculum, specialized training in emerging areas like cybersecurity auditing and blockchain verification requires additional certification programs not fully covered by standard coursework. This scholarship would fund my enrollment in the Certified Information Systems Auditor (CISA) program at the Illinois CPA Society's Chicago learning center, a certification recognized nationwide but particularly valued by firms operating within Chicago's tech-forward financial sector. Furthermore, it would support my participation in the annual Midwest Audit Symposium hosted by the AICPA in Chicago – an event where leading professionals discuss evolving standards relevant to our work across the United States.
I have already begun establishing connections within Chicago's accounting community that will enhance my ability to apply this scholarship effectively. I am a member of the Chicago Chapter of the Institute of Internal Auditors (IIA), attending monthly networking events where I've connected with senior auditors who emphasize how continuous education is non-negotiable in our field. These professionals consistently stress that the most effective Auditors are those who actively engage with evolving standards – precisely what this scholarship enables me to pursue. I have also secured a tentative mentorship agreement with a Partner at PwC Chicago, who has expressed interest in guiding my development as I prepare for certification.
My long-term vision extends beyond personal career advancement. I aim to eventually contribute to the development of more robust auditing standards within the United States by participating in professional committees focused on emerging challenges like ESG reporting and AI-driven audit analytics – areas where Chicago-based firms are at the forefront of innovation. The skills I will acquire through this scholarship, combined with my deepening understanding of Chicago's business environment, position me to become an advocate for higher standards within the profession.
As a resident of the city I intend to serve professionally, I understand that Chicago's success as a financial center depends on ethical practitioners who grasp both technical requirements and local business contexts. This scholarship would empower me to complete my education with specialized expertise directly applicable to the needs of Chicago employers and, by extension, businesses across the United States. The knowledge gained will allow me not just to perform audits, but to improve them – ensuring greater accuracy, efficiency, and trust in financial reporting for all stakeholders.
I am deeply grateful for your consideration of this Scholarship Application Letter. I have attached all required documentation including transcripts from DePaul University, verification of my internship experience with the Chicago healthcare provider, letters of recommendation from faculty members specializing in auditing at DePaul and a prominent auditor from Chicago's financial community. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my background aligns with your mission to strengthen professional accounting standards throughout the United States through strategic investment in emerging talent like myself.
Thank you for your time, dedication to professional development, and commitment to fostering excellence within the auditing profession in Chicago and across America. I eagerly await the possibility of contributing my skills and passion to this vital field as part of a scholarship recipient's success story.
Sincerely,
Alexandra Chen
Master of Science in Accounting Candidate (Auditing Concentration)
DePaul University, Kellstadt Graduate School of Business
Chicago, Illinois | alexandra.chen@email.dePaul.edu | (312) 555-0198
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