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Dear Esteemed Scholarship Committee,
It is with profound enthusiasm and unwavering dedication that I present this Scholarship Application Letter as a candidate for the International Academic Excellence Scholarship at the prestigious Universidade de Brasília (UnB) in Brazil. My name is Alex Baker, a 23-year-old academic scholar from Manchester, United Kingdom, whose life's work has been meticulously aligned with the transformative educational landscape of Brazil Brasília. Having researched Brazilian higher education institutions for over two years, I have identified UnB as the singular institution where my academic trajectory and cultural aspirations converge most powerfully – making this scholarship not merely an opportunity, but a necessary catalyst for my future contributions to global education and sustainable development.
My journey toward this Scholarship Application Letter began with a childhood fascination for Brazil's vibrant cultural tapestry. Growing up near Manchester’s diverse communities, I volunteered at local immigrant support centers where I learned Portuguese and studied Brazilian history through the lens of Afro-Brazilian resilience – particularly the enduring legacy of quilombos and their impact on contemporary social movements. This early exposure crystallized my commitment to studying in Brazil Brasília, where I intend to pursue a Master’s in Sustainable Urban Development with a focus on inclusive public space design. The Federal District, as Brazil's political heartland, embodies the nation's most ambitious experiments in urban equity – from the UNESCO-listed Monumental Axis to innovative favela revitalization projects like Parque da Cidade. UnB’s School of Architecture and Urbanism stands at the forefront of this movement, precisely aligning with my research on "Participatory Design in Marginalized Communities" – a topic I explored during my undergraduate thesis at Manchester Metropolitan University.
As Baker, I have consistently demonstrated academic rigor that directly supports my candidacy. My Bachelor’s degree in Urban Planning (First-Class Honors, 78% average) featured a groundbreaking project analyzing Brasília’s radial city planning through the framework of social justice – a study I conducted using UnB’s open-access urban database. This research earned me the 2023 Royal Town Planning Institute's International Innovation Award, with my methodology praised for "reimagining spatial equity in planned cities." My academic record is complemented by practical experience: as a project coordinator at Manchester’s Urban Futures Institute, I collaborated with Brazilian NGOs on a community-led park redesign initiative that directly mirrored UnB’s "City of the People" urban renewal model. This project culminated in a published case study (Journal of International Urban Planning, Vol. 17) where I emphasized how Brasília's civic architecture – particularly the Pça dos Três Poderes – serves as both inspiration and critical framework for modern inclusive city planning.
The significance of this scholarship extends far beyond financial assistance; it represents a vital bridge between my academic vision and Brazil’s developmental needs. Brazil Brasília is uniquely positioned to address the global urban crisis, yet requires international perspectives trained in both Western academic frameworks and Southern Hemisphere contexts. My proposed research at UnB will specifically examine how Brasília’s integrated public transport system (the Metrô) can be adapted for equitable access in rapidly growing cities like São Paulo and Salvador – a project directly supported by UnB’s Centro de Estudos Urbanos. This work aligns with Brazil’s National Urban Development Policy (PNUD 2021-2030), which prioritizes "participatory governance in infrastructure." Without this scholarship, I would be unable to access UnB’s specialized research facilities or the fieldwork opportunities across the Federal District that are essential to my methodology. The financial burden of international study fees and Brasília’s cost of living would otherwise force me to abandon this critical work.
My commitment to Brazil transcends academia; it is deeply personal. Last year, I spent three months volunteering with Associação Cultural Quilombola in Planaltina (a municipality adjacent to Brasília), assisting indigenous communities with land rights documentation. This experience fundamentally reshaped my understanding of Brazilian socio-spatial dynamics – particularly how the "Quilombo" concept informs contemporary urban resistance movements. Witnessing the 2022 protests for favela sanitation reforms near Asa Sul, I realized that sustainable development requires listening to marginalized voices in their own spaces, not imposing external solutions. This conviction has guided my academic approach and will define my research at UnB. I am eager to contribute to UnB’s Programa de Apoio à Pesquisa em Cidades Sustentáveis by integrating participatory mapping techniques developed with Brazilian communities into the university's urban planning curriculum.
Furthermore, this scholarship represents a strategic opportunity for cross-cultural exchange. As a fluent Portuguese speaker (C1 level) and frequent visitor to Brazil since 2020, I am uniquely positioned to foster dialogue between UnB’s international cohort and local Brazilian students. My goal is to establish the "Baker-Brazil Exchange Initiative" – an annual student forum where Brazilian urban planners collaborate with UK scholars on community-driven projects. This initiative would directly support UnB’s mission of "creating knowledge for the public good," while ensuring my academic work remains grounded in Brazil's realities rather than theoretical frameworks alone. I have already secured preliminary interest from UnB faculty including Professor Maria Helena Silva (Director of Urban Studies) and Dr. Carlos Ferreira (Sustainable Infrastructure Chair).
Why Brasília, specifically? The Federal District is Brazil’s living laboratory for civic innovation – where the 1960s modernist vision meets 21st-century challenges like climate adaptation and digital inclusion. Its unique status as a planned city offers unparalleled access to policymakers through the Palácio do Planalto and National Congress. This proximity will enable me to translate academic research into tangible urban policy recommendations, something I cannot replicate in Rio or São Paulo due to their distinct historical development patterns. Brasília’s educational ecosystem – from UnB’s 40,000 students across 12 colleges to the Escola Nacional de Belas Artes – creates an intellectual environment where my interdisciplinary approach (combining urban planning, sociology and digital cartography) can thrive. The city’s compact design also allows for intensive fieldwork across diverse neighborhoods – from affluent Lago Sul to historically marginalized Setor Oeste.
I recognize that as Baker, I carry the responsibility of honoring Brazil’s hospitality while contributing meaningfully to its academic community. My proposed research has already received endorsement from the University of Brasília's Department of Urban and Regional Planning, which confirmed my access to their GIS lab for spatial analysis of Brasília’s public housing projects. The scholarship would fund my remaining semester costs ($12,500), allowing me to fully commit to this work without financial distraction. Beyond studies, I pledge to mentor international students through UnB’s Programa de Intercâmbio Estudantil and volunteer with the Bairro do Amor community center – continuing the spirit of service that defines my approach to education.
In closing, this Scholarship Application Letter is more than a request; it is a promise. A promise to honor Brazil Brasília’s legacy as a beacon of innovative governance by producing research that empowers communities. A promise to embody the values of academic excellence and cultural humility that define UnB’s mission. And most importantly, a promise from Baker – not just as an applicant, but as an emerging scholar committed to building bridges between Manchester and Brasília, one sustainable city block at a time. I am ready to contribute my unique perspective to your academic community and eager to become part of the next generation of leaders shaping Brazil’s urban future.
Sincerely,

Alex Baker
International Student Applicant
Universidade de Brasília (UnB) Scholarship Program
Email: alex.baker@unb.edu.br | LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/alex-baker-urban
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