Scholarship Application Letter - Baker
Scholarship Application Letter for Educational Advancement in Ethiopia Addis Ababa
Dear Esteemed Scholarship Committee,
With profound respect and unwavering determination, I, Baker Tadesse, a dedicated student from the vibrant heart of Ethiopia—Addis Ababa—submit this Scholarship Application Letter to formally request financial support for my pursuit of advanced studies in Food Science and Culinary Arts at the International Culinary Institute. This opportunity represents not merely an academic milestone but a transformative step toward contributing meaningfully to Ethiopia's agricultural and food security landscape, particularly within our bustling capital city.
My journey began in the narrow, aromatic streets of Addis Ababa’s historic Yekatit 12 neighborhood, where my family’s modest bakery has served generations of Ethiopians. From dawn till dusk, I witnessed firsthand the resilience of local food entrepreneurs navigating challenges like inconsistent energy supply, limited access to modern equipment, and fluctuating grain prices—issues deeply rooted in Ethiopia's agricultural ecosystem. These experiences ignited my passion for innovation in baking; I resolved to transform traditional methods into sustainable, scalable solutions that could empower small businesses across Addis Ababa and beyond. My academic record at Addis Ababa University (GPA: 3.8/4.0) reflects this commitment, with honors in Agricultural Economics and Food Technology, where I led a student project designing solar-powered ovens for rural bakeries—a concept now piloted by the Ethiopian Ministry of Agriculture in Oromia.
My aspiration transcends personal achievement. As Ethiopia rapidly urbanizes—Addis Ababa’s population exceeding 5 million—I recognize an urgent need for skilled professionals who understand both the cultural essence of Ethiopian cuisine and modern food science. Currently, Ethiopia imports over $100 million annually in processed bakery goods, a statistic that underscores our untapped potential. I aim to bridge this gap by establishing a training hub in Addis Ababa focused on: (1) sustainable sourcing of indigenous grains like teff and sorghum; (2) energy-efficient baking techniques; and (3) entrepreneurship programs for women-led bakeries, which constitute 65% of small-scale food vendors in our capital. This vision aligns with Ethiopia’s Growth and Transformation Plan II, which prioritizes value addition in agriculture to reduce import dependency.
However, my path faces significant barriers. Despite academic excellence, financial constraints prevent me from accessing specialized equipment and international industry certifications essential for this work. My family’s bakery generates modest income—barely covering basic operational costs—making self-funding impossible without jeopardizing our livelihood. The cost of tuition and research materials at the International Culinary Institute would exceed my savings by 300%. This Scholarship Application Letter is thus a plea for partnership, not just aid. Your support would enable me to gain expertise in food safety protocols, supply chain management, and business innovation—skills directly transferable to Addis Ababa’s evolving food economy.
Why should Addis Ababa be the beneficiary of this scholarship? The city is Ethiopia’s culinary crossroads: a melting pot of traditional injera bakeries and modern cafes. Yet, 85% of its 10,000+ bakeries operate with outdated methods, risking food safety and economic stagnation. By investing in my training, you invest in a catalyst for change who already understands Addis Ababa’s unique challenges—such as the recent energy crisis that shut down bakeries during Ramadan. My community outreach efforts (e.g., free workshops at Addis Ababa University’s Small Business Center) demonstrate proven commitment to local impact. With this scholarship, I will return not just with a degree, but with actionable blueprints for scalable bakery cooperatives modeled after Addis Ababa’s thriving markets like Mercato.
I am particularly drawn to the International Culinary Institute’s partnership with Ethiopia’s Agricultural Transformation Agency (ATA), which has already supported 200+ smallholder farmers in teff processing. Their curriculum—especially the module on "Cultural Heritage and Sustainable Food Systems"—directly mirrors my goals. My proposed research, "Revitalizing Traditional Ethiopian Baking Through Modern Processing," will leverage Addis Ababa’s position as a national hub to pilot solutions for urban and rural bakeries alike. For example, I plan to collaborate with the Addis Ababa City Administration’s Food Security Office to implement my solar-oven prototype in 10 community bakeries by 2025, creating 30 new jobs and reducing fuel costs by 40%.
My dedication is further evidenced through my leadership roles. As Vice President of the Addis Ababa University Food Innovation Club, I organized a regional competition that connected 50 student bakers with local NGOs—resulting in two startups securing seed funding. I also volunteered with the Ethiopian Women’s Development Fund, teaching nutrition and business skills to 120 women in Addis Ababa’s Bole Lemi district. These experiences taught me that sustainable change requires listening to communities; my approach centers on co-creating solutions *with* Ethiopians, not *for* them.
Imagine a future where Addis Ababa’s bakeries are not just suppliers of bread but engines of economic resilience—where teff-based artisanal loaves grace global markets while nourishing our neighbors. This Scholarship Application Letter is my promise to make that vision reality. I will honor the trust placed in me through rigorous scholarship, community engagement, and unwavering commitment to Ethiopia’s development goals. My family’s bakery has fed Addis Ababa for 40 years; with your support, I will ensure its legacy evolves into a national model.
Thank you for considering my application. I eagerly await the opportunity to discuss how my background in Ethiopia Addis Ababa and passion for baking can contribute to your mission. Please find enclosed: academic transcripts, letters of recommendation from Prof. Abebech Gebrehiwot (Addis Ababa University) and Mr. Alemayehu Kebede (Director, Addis Ababa Food Safety Authority), and my detailed project proposal.
Sincerely,
Baker Tadesse
Address: 145 Akaki Road, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Email: baker.tadesse@addisababa.edu.et | Phone: +251 912 345 678
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