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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
For Advanced Carpentry Training at Brussels Institute of Construction Arts
Mr. Jean-Pierre Dubois
Scholarship Committee
Brussels Institute of Construction Arts (BICA)
Rue des Bouchers, 125
1000 Brussels, Belgium
Date: October 26, 2023
Subject: Formal Scholarship Application for Master Craftsman Training in Carpentry
Dear Mr. Dubois and Esteemed Scholarship Committee,
I am writing with profound enthusiasm to submit my formal Scholarship Application Letter for the Master Craftsman Program in Traditional and Sustainable Carpentry at the Brussels Institute of Construction Arts (BICA). As a dedicated artisan from rural Poland with eight years of hands-on experience in timber construction, I have meticulously researched European excellence in woodworking education and identified BICA's program as the singular opportunity to transform my craft into a legacy of innovation. My journey toward becoming an internationally recognized Carpenter has led me here, to Belgium Brussels – the very heart of Europe where ancient craftsmanship meets cutting-edge sustainable design.
My passion for carpentry began in my grandfather's workshop at age twelve, where I learned to shape oak and ash using tools unchanged for centuries. After completing vocational training at the Katowice School of Woodworking, I spent five years directing construction projects across Eastern Europe – from restoring 18th-century barns in Slovakia to building eco-housing complexes in my hometown. Yet, I recognized that true mastery requires more than technical skill; it demands exposure to continental European approaches where carpentry is revered as both art and engineering. This realization crystallized when I witnessed Belgian artisans at the Brussels Wooden Architecture Fair (2021) seamlessly integrate digital fabrication with hand-crafted joinery – a synthesis that defines modern European craftsmanship. The Scholarship Application Letter I present today embodies my commitment to becoming part of this tradition.
Why Belgium Brussels? The Convergence of Tradition and Innovation
Belgium Brussels is not merely a geographical destination for my education – it represents the ideal confluence of historical significance and contemporary relevance I seek. Unlike other European capitals, Brussels uniquely bridges Northern European precision with Southern European artistry. The city's architectural DNA – from medieval timber-framed buildings in Marolles to the futuristic glass-and-wood structures of the EU Commission headquarters – demonstrates carpentry as a living discipline evolving through cultural exchange. BICA's location within this ecosystem is unparalleled: its campus neighbors the renowned Centre for Timber Construction, providing daily access to master artisans like Karel Van den Broeck (a recipient of Belgium's Order of Leopold in 2019) and proximity to Brussels' vibrant woodworking cooperative "Atelier des Bois" where apprentices collaborate on EU-funded sustainable housing projects.
What distinguishes this program is its curriculum. While many institutions teach carpentry as a trade, BICA integrates three critical pillars I cannot access elsewhere: 1) Passive House certification standards for timber construction (a growing EU requirement), 2) Digital joinery techniques using CNC routers and parametric design software, and 3) Cross-cultural collaboration through partnerships with Dutch and German woodworking schools. The scholarship would enable me to complete the "Advanced Timber Engineering" module – where students design load-bearing structures using reclaimed wood from Brussels' historic districts – a course that directly addresses my ambition to create affordable, sustainable housing in Eastern Europe.
The Financial Imperative and Transformative Impact
My family's agricultural business in rural Poland has faced significant economic pressures since the 2022 energy crisis, making advanced education financially impossible without support. The annual tuition for BICA's Master Craftsman Program (€18,500) exceeds my savings by over 70%, and I cannot rely on family resources as my siblings are pursuing university studies. This Scholarship Application Letter is not merely a request for funding – it represents an investment in creating a sustainable career model that will uplift rural communities. Upon completion, I will establish "Timber Roots," a social enterprise in Poland that trains 20 young artisans annually using techniques learned at BICA, focusing on converting agricultural waste into structural timber. Crucially, this initiative would partner with Belgian manufacturers to source sustainable wood from Brussels-based suppliers like LignoTech – creating direct economic ties between my community and Belgium Brussels.
The scholarship would specifically cover: (1) Tuition fees for the two-year program, (2) Certification costs for EU construction standards, and (3) Living expenses during my mandatory internship at Brussels' Centre for Timber Innovation. This support is essential because BICA requires all students to complete 400 hours of practical work with certified firms – a condition I cannot meet without financial stability. My current income as a self-employed Carpenter averages €1,200/month (below the Belgian minimum wage for skilled trades), making this investment both necessary and strategically valuable.
My Vision for the Future
Having witnessed Belgium's leadership in the European Green Deal – particularly its "Timber Building Initiative" that aims to increase wood usage in construction by 20% by 2030 – I see my role as a bridge between Brussels' innovation and Eastern Europe's urgent need for sustainable infrastructure. My long-term vision is to develop a modular timber housing system using locally sourced oak, designed specifically for rural Polish villages with inadequate heating systems. This project would directly align with BICA's mission to "make craftsmanship relevant for future generations." As an alumnus of Belgium Brussels, I commit to becoming a mentor at the institute's annual "Wooden Cities" symposium and establishing a scholarship fund in my name to support future students from Central Europe – ensuring the ripple effect of this opportunity extends far beyond my personal journey.
I have attached documentation including letters of recommendation from Master Carpenter Mr. Antoni Nowak (Polish Craftsmanship Association), proof of income, and a detailed project proposal for "Timber Roots." I have also included samples of my work: a handcrafted timber frame for a community center in Wadowice that earned regional recognition at the 2022 European Heritage Awards. What sets this Scholarship Application Letter apart is its concrete roadmap – not just for my education, but for how I will honor BICA's legacy by bringing Belgian craftsmanship to regions that need it most.
Thank you for considering my application. I am eager to contribute my dedication, manual dexterity, and cultural perspective to BICA's community while learning from the world-class faculty in Belgium Brussels. I would welcome the opportunity to discuss how my background as a Carpenter aligns with your institute's vision during an interview at your convenience.
With deepest respect for the legacy of European craftsmanship,

Mariusz Kowalski
Self-Employed Carpenter & Project Leader
+48 666 123 456 | mariusz.kowalski@woodroots.pl
Enclosures: Recommendation Letters (2), Income Documentation, Project Proposal "Timber Roots", Work Samples
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