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October 26, 2023
The Scholarship Committee
San Francisco Building Trades Council
155 South Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94103
Subject: Application for the Future Builders Scholarship to Advance My Career as a Carpenter in United States San Francisco
To the Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
My name is Mateo Rivera, and I am writing this Scholarship Application Letter with profound enthusiasm to request financial support for my enrollment in the Advanced Carpentry Program at City College of San Francisco (CCSF). As a dedicated aspiring Carpenter deeply committed to contributing to the craftsmanship and structural integrity of our vibrant community, I believe this scholarship is not merely financial assistance—it is a catalyst for transforming my passion into tangible contributions within the United States San Francisco landscape.
I have spent over three years honing my foundational skills as a carpenter's apprentice at "Heritage Timberworks," a small but respected firm specializing in historic preservation and custom home construction in the heart of San Francisco. My journey began when I was 16, assisting my uncle on restoration projects at Victorian homes in Pacific Heights—a neighborhood where every window frame tells a story. Working alongside skilled tradespeople who understood the unique demands of San Francisco’s seismic soil, historic building codes, and evolving sustainable practices ignited my passion for precision craftsmanship. I quickly realized that becoming a master Carpenter wasn’t just about nailing boards—it was about understanding the city’s DNA, respecting its history while building its future.
In this United States San Francisco context, carpentry transcends a trade; it’s an essential art form. From reinforcing structures against earthquakes to crafting eco-friendly interiors for new mixed-use developments in SOMA, our work shapes the city’s resilience and character. I have witnessed firsthand how skilled Carpenter professionals are pivotal during disaster recovery efforts—like after the 1989 Loma Prieta quake or recent climate-driven challenges—and I am determined to be part of that critical response team. My apprenticeship taught me to read blueprints for complex projects like the new affordable housing units in Bernal Heights, where every measurement must account for San Francisco’s unique topography. But my ambition extends beyond technical skills: I aim to master sustainable techniques—like using reclaimed redwood from the Bay Area forests—to support San Francisco’s Climate Action Plan and reduce carbon footprints in construction.
My application is driven by a clear vision for how this scholarship will accelerate my growth as a Carpenter. The Advanced Carpentry Program at CCSF offers specialized courses in structural engineering for seismic zones, advanced tool technology, and sustainable building materials—exactly what I need to bridge the gap between my current apprenticeship level and professional certification. Currently, I work 40 hours weekly while saving every dollar for tuition, yet this scholarship would alleviate the financial burden that currently limits my ability to fully dedicate myself to this intensive program. Without it, I would struggle to balance work and studies while supporting my younger sister’s education—a responsibility that fuels my determination daily.
What sets me apart is not just dedication but a commitment to community. During my apprenticeship, I co-led a volunteer initiative where we refurbished 15 window frames for the St. Vincent de Paul Society’s housing facility in the Tenderloin—restoring dignity and safety to vulnerable residents. This experience reinforced that being a Carpenter means serving people, not just buildings. In San Francisco, where housing insecurity is a crisis, I see carpentry as both an economic engine and an act of compassion. My goal is to help build 50+ affordable homes within the next decade through partnerships with organizations like Habitat for Humanity San Francisco and the City’s Office of Economic & Workforce Development.
This Scholarship Application Letter represents more than an academic pursuit; it is a pledge to elevate my role as a Carpenter in United States San Francisco. I have chosen this path because I believe in the enduring power of craftsmanship to shape communities. When we build with integrity—whether restoring a century-old bungalow on Haight Street or constructing solar-powered modular homes in the Mission District—we honor our past and secure our future. The skills I will gain through CCSF’s program are directly aligned with San Francisco’s most pressing needs: resilient infrastructure, accessible housing, and green jobs. As one of the nation’s first cities to mandate net-zero carbon construction by 2030, San Francisco demands carpenters who understand both tradition and innovation.
I am not merely seeking a scholarship—I am asking for a partnership in building San Francisco’s legacy. With this support, I will graduate as a Certified Carpenter ready to join the ranks of the skilled tradespeople who keep our city standing strong. I will contribute to reducing construction waste through precision work, mentor aspiring youth through CCSF’s apprenticeship pipeline, and advocate for equitable job opportunities in a field where women and minorities remain underrepresented.
The cost of my education is a barrier, but my resolve is unbreakable. This scholarship would unlock my potential to become the kind of Carpenter San Francisco needs: one who builds not just with wood and nails, but with purpose, community awareness, and technical excellence. I have already begun applying for local grants through the San Francisco Building Trades Council’s Youth Apprenticeship Program, but this Scholarship would bridge the critical gap to complete my training.
Thank you for considering my application. I am eager to discuss how my background as a dedicated apprentice and community-focused tradesperson aligns with your mission to empower future builders in our city. I have attached all required documents, including letters of recommendation from my current employer and the St. Vincent de Paul Society coordinator, along with my academic transcript from San Francisco High School.
Sincerely,
Mateo Rivera
Apprentice Carpenter
Heritage Timberworks
(415) 555-0192 | mrivera@email.com
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