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123 Science Avenue, Suite 500
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Subject: Scholarship Application for Advanced Chemistry Studies at UCLA in Los Angeles, United States
To the Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
It is with profound enthusiasm and unwavering dedication that I submit my application for the prestigious Los Angeles Chemical Innovation Fellowship. As a passionate aspiring Chemist, I am writing this Scholarship Application Letter to express my commitment to advancing chemical sciences within the dynamic academic and industrial ecosystem of the United States Los Angeles region. My academic trajectory, professional aspirations, and deep connection to Southern California’s scientific community have culminated in this focused pursuit of graduate studies in chemistry at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), a cornerstone institution within United States Los Angeles's world-class research network.
My journey toward becoming a professional chemist began during my undergraduate studies at the University of California, Riverside (UCR), where I earned a Bachelor of Science in Chemistry with Honors. My academic record—ranking in the top 5% of my class with a 3.92 GPA—was complemented by hands-on research under Dr. Evelyn Reed’s supervision on sustainable polymer synthesis for biomedical applications. This work, published in the Journal of Applied Polymer Science, solidified my conviction that chemical innovation is pivotal to addressing global challenges like environmental sustainability and public health. Crucially, I chose UCR due to its proximity to Los Angeles’ cutting-edge research facilities, which allowed me to intern at the Southern California Institute for Environmental Chemistry (SCIEC) during my junior year. This experience exposed me firsthand to how United States Los Angeles serves as a nexus for transformative chemistry—where academic rigor meets industrial application in fields ranging from clean energy to pharmaceuticals.
The decision to pursue graduate studies at UCLA is deeply rooted in my desire to contribute meaningfully to the Los Angeles scientific landscape. UCLA’s Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry consistently ranks among the nation’s top programs, particularly in areas like environmental chemistry and materials science—fields where Los Angeles faces critical needs. For instance, the city’s persistent air quality challenges demand innovative chemical solutions for pollution mitigation, an area I am eager to research under Professor Michael Tanaka’s lab. As a resident of Long Beach (a Los Angeles metropolitan suburb), I have witnessed firsthand how chemical processes impact our communities—from coastal water contamination to urban smog formation. This personal connection drives my commitment to become a Chemist who doesn’t just study chemistry, but actively improves the environment and health of United States Los Angeles.
This scholarship is not merely a financial necessity—it is a catalyst for my ability to fully engage in UCLA’s research ecosystem. The cost of graduate studies in Los Angeles, including lab fees ($8,500 annually), specialized equipment access ($4,200), and living expenses (which are 37% above the national average for students), presents a significant barrier. Without this funding, I would be forced to reduce research hours or delay my studies—a compromise that would undermine my potential to contribute meaningfully to Los Angeles’ scientific advancement. The Los Angeles Chemical Innovation Fellowship represents the precise support I require to focus entirely on developing novel catalysts for carbon capture, a project directly aligned with UCLA’s Sustainable Energy Initiative and the City of Los Angeles’ Clean Air Plan 2035.
My vision extends beyond academic achievement. Within United States Los Angeles, there is an urgent need for chemists who understand both the scientific complexity and human context of environmental challenges. I plan to leverage my UCLA education to co-found a nonprofit in collaboration with USC’s Environmental Science Program, providing free air-quality testing and chemical literacy workshops in South Central Los Angeles—communities disproportionately affected by pollution. This initiative would embody the mission of your scholarship: fostering chemists who transform knowledge into community impact. Furthermore, I have already secured preliminary agreements with L.A.-based partners like the California Air Resources Board (CARB) for field-testing my research, ensuring its real-world relevance to United States Los Angeles's environmental priorities.
I am equally committed to advancing diversity in chemistry—a field where underrepresented groups comprise less than 20% of doctoral graduates. As a first-generation college student from an immigrant family in Los Angeles, I have mentored 15 high school students through the UCLA Outreach Program, inspiring them to pursue STEM careers. This experience taught me that equitable access to chemistry education is as vital as scientific discovery itself—another value your foundation champions.
My academic excellence, research readiness, and deep-rooted ties to United States Los Angeles position me uniquely to maximize this scholarship’s impact. I have attached my CV, transcripts, and three letters of recommendation detailing my capabilities. The Los Angeles Chemical Innovation Fellowship would empower me to become a leader in sustainable chemistry while directly addressing the environmental challenges facing our city. I am eager to contribute to UCLA’s legacy of innovation and honor the trust placed in me by becoming a Chemist who serves both science and community.
Thank you for considering my Scholarship Application Letter. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my goals align with LACIF’s mission during an interview at your convenience. I am deeply grateful for your investment in the next generation of Los Angeles scientists and look forward to contributing to our city’s scientific prominence.
Sincerely,
Alex Chen
Graduate Student Applicant, Chemistry
University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)
losangeleschemists@ucla.edu | (323) 555-7890
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