Scholarship Application Letter - Civil Engineer, Algeria Algiers
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
For Advanced Studies in Civil Engineering at the University of Science and Technology Houari Boumediene, Algiers
Date: October 26, 2023
Scholarship Committee
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research
Algiers, Algeria
Subject: Request for Scholarship Support to Pursue Master’s in Civil Engineering at USTHB, Algiers
Dear Esteemed Scholarship Committee,
As a dedicated student from the heart of Algeria, I am writing this Scholarship Application Letter with profound respect for the Ministry’s commitment to nurturing homegrown talent in critical sectors. My name is Amina Benali, a graduate in Civil Engineering from Algiers University with a GPA of 3.8/4.0 and an unwavering passion for transforming Algeria’s infrastructure landscape. I seek your esteemed scholarship to advance my Master’s studies at the University of Science and Technology Houari Boumediene (USTHB) in Algiers—a pivotal institution where I envision developing solutions for Algeria’s most pressing urban challenges.
My journey as a prospective Civil Engineer began amid the vibrant streets of Algiers. Growing up near the historic Casbah, I witnessed firsthand how aging infrastructure struggles to serve a rapidly expanding population. During my undergraduate studies, I volunteered with the Algiers Municipal Council on a project assessing flood risks along the Mitidja Plain—a critical concern for coastal cities like ours. This experience cemented my resolve to specialize in sustainable urban drainage systems and earthquake-resistant construction, both of which are paramount for Algeria’s development under the national vision of "Algeria 2030." My academic projects, including a soil stabilization model using locally sourced recycled materials, received recognition from USTHB’s Geotechnical Engineering Department. This work directly addresses Algeria’s need to reduce construction costs while enhancing resilience—a priority echoed in our nation’s National Development Plan.
Choosing to pursue advanced studies at USTHB in Algiers is not merely an academic decision but a strategic commitment to Algeria. The university’s renowned Civil Engineering program, particularly its Center for Sustainable Infrastructure, aligns perfectly with my research interests. I am eager to contribute to ongoing projects like the Algiers Metro Line 2 expansion and the development of the new port at Skikda—both emblematic of Algeria’s infrastructure ambitions. As a future Civil Engineer, I intend to focus on integrating traditional Algerian construction wisdom (such as adobe techniques) with modern engineering methodologies, ensuring solutions are culturally resonant and environmentally sustainable. This approach mirrors Algeria’s emphasis on "green growth" and cultural preservation.
My academic rigor is complemented by hands-on experience. Last summer, I interned at the Algerian Public Works Directorate (DPP) in Algiers, assisting in the feasibility study for a bridge project over the Mitidja River. There, I analyzed seismic data for Algeria’s earthquake-prone regions and proposed cost-effective reinforcement strategies using locally available basalt fibers—a material abundant across Algeria’s northern territories. This internship underscored how critical it is for Civil Engineers to balance technical excellence with socio-economic realities, especially in cities like Algiers where urban sprawl demands innovative solutions. I also co-authored a paper on "Optimizing Water Management in Urban Algiers" presented at the 2023 Algerian Engineering Conference, further solidifying my commitment to localized problem-solving.
Financially, this scholarship represents more than tuition support—it is an investment in Algeria’s future. My family relies on my father’s modest income as a public school teacher in Bab El Oued, and pursuing graduate studies abroad would impose unsustainable costs. This Scholarship would enable me to focus entirely on research at USTHB while contributing to campus initiatives like the university’s "Sustainable Algiers" student forum. Unlike many international students, I have no plans to seek employment overseas; my mission is clear: to return as a Civil Engineer equipped with advanced skills, ready to serve Algeria through projects that uplift communities from Blida to Oran.
My long-term vision aligns with Algeria’s strategic priorities. Within five years of completing my Master’s, I aim to establish a consultancy focused on affordable, resilient infrastructure for Algerian cities. This will directly support the government’s initiatives in smart urban development and disaster preparedness—a sector where Algeria urgently needs local expertise. For example, Algiers’ coastal zones face rising sea levels; my research at USTHB could pioneer low-cost seawall designs using Algerian sand and recycled aggregate, reducing dependency on imports. In Algeria Algiers, where 40% of the population resides in urban centers (per INSDA 2022), such innovations are not aspirational—they are essential for stability and growth.
As a student deeply rooted in Algerian culture and community, I understand that engineering excellence must serve society. My proposed thesis, "Climate-Adaptive Infrastructure Systems for Algiers," will draw on real data from the city’s climate vulnerability assessments. This project will not only advance my skills as a Civil Engineer but also provide actionable insights for municipal planners tackling heat islands and water scarcity—issues increasingly felt in Algiers’ dense neighborhoods.
I am confident that this scholarship is an opportunity to cultivate talent where it matters most: within Algeria’s own institutions. USTHB has consistently produced engineers who shape our nation’s skyline, from the Djebel El-Harrach Tunnel to the new Algiers International Airport. By supporting me, you empower a Civil Engineer poised to become a leader in this legacy—a leader who will never forget that her journey began amid the bustling markets of Algiers and her purpose lies in building Algeria’s tomorrow.
Thank you for considering my Scholarship Application Letter. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my background, aspirations, and dedication align with the Ministry’s vision for Algeria. Please find my academic transcripts, project portfolio, and letters of recommendation attached. I am available at any time for an interview.
Sincerely,
Amina Benali
Undergraduate Civil Engineer, Algiers University
Email: a.benali@univ-alger.dz | Phone: +213 555 123 456
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