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Admissions Committee
Global Development Scholarship Program
International Education Foundation
Geneva, Switzerland
Subject: Formal Application for the Global Engineering Excellence Scholarship
Dear Esteemed Members of the Admissions Committee,
I am writing to express my profound enthusiasm and earnest application for the Global Engineering Excellence Scholarship, specifically targeted towards Civil Engineering studies in Ghana. As a dedicated student hailing from Accra, Ghana's vibrant capital city, I have witnessed firsthand the transformative power of robust infrastructure on communities—yet also the urgent need for sustainable solutions that address our nation's evolving challenges. My academic journey and personal commitment to becoming a professional Civil Engineer are deeply rooted in this reality, making this scholarship an indispensable catalyst for my future contributions to Ghana's development.
My fascination with Civil Engineering began during childhood in Accra's Osu district, where I observed the daily struggles of residents navigating poorly maintained roads and inadequate drainage systems. During the intense rainy seasons, flooding from clogged drains would inundate homes and disrupt access to essential services, a problem that disproportionately affected low-income neighborhoods like my own. This experience ignited a determination to become part of the solution—not merely as an academic pursuit, but as a moral imperative for Ghana's progress. I pursued rigorous science-focused studies at Mfantsiman Secondary School in Accra, where I consistently ranked among the top 5% of my cohort and earned distinction in Physics and Mathematics. My final year project on "Sustainable Drainage Systems for Urban Accra" won regional recognition, reinforcing my conviction that engineering is the key to resilient communities.
Currently, I am a third-year Civil Engineering student at Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology (KNUST) in Kumasi—a program renowned for producing engineers who address Africa's unique challenges. My coursework has immersed me in structural analysis, geotechnical engineering, and sustainable construction methodologies. However, Ghana's rapidly urbanizing landscape demands more than theoretical knowledge; it requires engineers who understand local contexts like Accra's congested transport networks or the coastal erosion threatening our capital city's infrastructure. I have actively participated in KNUST’s "Accra Urban Renewal Initiative," where we collaborated with municipal authorities to assess road stability along the critical Accra-Tema Motorway corridor. This fieldwork exposed me to the complex interplay of engineering, community engagement, and policy—lessons that solidified my ambition to specialize in urban infrastructure planning.
What sets Ghana apart is its unique convergence of challenges and opportunities: a growing youth population, climate vulnerability along our 500km coastline, and ambitious national projects like the Accra Mass Transit System. As a Civil Engineer from Accra, I am uniquely positioned to bridge global best practices with local needs. For instance, while studying soil mechanics at KNUST, I analyzed geotechnical data for the proposed Nkrumah Highway extension—a project critical to easing Accra’s traffic chaos—and proposed cost-effective solutions using locally available materials. This practical application of learning reflects my commitment to engineering that serves Ghana first: efficient, affordable, and culturally appropriate.
The Global Engineering Excellence Scholarship represents far more than financial support—it is an investment in Ghana's future. With this funding, I will complete my final year at KNUST with advanced coursework in smart infrastructure and sustainable materials science. More importantly, it will enable me to pursue a semester-long field practicum in Accra with the Ghana National Water Policy Unit, where I aim to develop flood-resilient housing models for communities like Korle Bu. This work directly aligns with Ghana’s 2019 National Development Plan and the UN Sustainable Development Goals, particularly Goal 9 (Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure). Without this scholarship, my family’s limited resources would force me to prioritize part-time employment over academic excellence—a decision that would delay my contribution to solving Accra's infrastructure gaps by years.
My long-term vision extends beyond personal achievement. I aspire to establish the "Accra Urban Solutions Collective," a Ghanaian nonprofit that partners with local authorities and international experts to implement context-driven engineering projects. This initiative would focus on climate-adaptive infrastructure for coastal cities, drawing from my experiences in Accra's flood-prone zones. I have already begun cultivating partnerships with the Accra Metropolitan Assembly’s Planning Department, where I volunteered as a junior consultant during their 2023 urban development workshops—gaining insight into how policy shapes engineering practice at scale.
Choosing a Civil Engineer to lead Ghana’s infrastructure revolution is not about technical skill alone; it demands deep empathy for the communities we serve. In Accra, where traffic congestion wastes 1.5 million hours monthly and inadequate water systems affect over 30% of households, engineering excellence must be inseparable from social impact. My journey—from observing flooded streets in Osu to designing drainage models at KNUST—has taught me that the most effective Civil Engineers are those who listen first, analyze second, and build with purpose third.
I humbly request the opportunity to join your scholarship cohort not merely as a recipient but as a future leader committed to transforming Ghana’s urban landscape. With this scholarship, I will graduate equipped to design safer roads for Accra’s commuters, implement sustainable water systems for growing neighborhoods, and mentor young Ghanaians toward engineering careers that uplift their communities. The Global Engineering Excellence Scholarship is the essential step toward turning my childhood observations in Accra into tangible progress for millions.
Thank you for considering my application. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my background, aspirations, and commitment to Ghana’s development align with your mission. I have attached all required documentation, including academic transcripts, project reports from the Accra Urban Renewal Initiative, and letters of recommendation from Professor Kwame Mensah (Department Head of Civil Engineering at KNUST) and Mr. Samuel Agyeman (Senior Engineer at the Ghana Water Company Limited).
Sincerely,
David Osei
Civil Engineering Student, KNUST (Kumasi)
Accra, Ghana | +233 555 123 456 | d.osei@knust.edu.gh
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