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To the Esteemed Scholarship Committee,
It is with profound enthusiasm and deep commitment to my nation's development that I present this Scholarship Application Letter for the Civil Engineering program at Université Cheikh Anta Diop in Senegal Dakar. As a dedicated student from Saint-Louis, Senegal, I have witnessed firsthand the transformative power of sustainable infrastructure on communities across our nation. My journey toward becoming a qualified Civil Engineer has been shaped by both academic rigor and a visceral understanding of Dakar's evolving urban landscape—the heart of Senegalese progress where concrete realities meet future aspirations.
My passion for structural design and environmental sustainability crystallized during my secondary education at Lycée Faidherbe, where I consistently ranked among the top 5% in mathematics and physics. In 2021, I completed my Baccalauréat Scientifique with distinction (17/20), choosing advanced courses in materials science and environmental systems that revealed engineering's capacity to address Senegal's most pressing challenges: coastal erosion threatening Dakar's northern neighborhoods, inadequate water management systems across urban centers, and the urgent need for resilient public infrastructure. My final-year project—a feasibility study on solar-powered drainage solutions for Fann district—earned commendation from the National Engineering Council of Senegal (CNG) and confirmed my resolve to pursue Civil Engineering as a vocation rather than merely a profession.
What compels me most is the unique context of Senegal Dakar. As Africa's emerging hub for sustainable infrastructure projects—from the massive Ndayane Dam expansion to the new Grand Dakar Metro—this city represents a living laboratory where theoretical knowledge meets real-world application. I am not merely applying to study Civil Engineering; I seek to become an integral contributor to Dakar's evolution as a model of climate-resilient urban development. The strategic location of UCAD, adjacent to the ongoing Diamniadio Lake City megaproject, provides unparalleled access to industry partnerships and fieldwork opportunities critical for my growth. My vision extends beyond classroom learning: I aim to design flood-resistant housing in coastal Dakar districts like Yoff and Saly while optimizing public transport corridors that serve Senegal's 18 million citizens.
Financial considerations present the most significant barrier to my academic advancement. While I have secured partial funding through my local commune (Dakar Regional Council), it covers only 40% of tuition and living expenses. A full scholarship would empower me to dedicate myself completely to mastering advanced structural analysis, geotechnical engineering, and sustainable construction methodologies—skills essential for tackling Dakar's infrastructure deficits. Without this support, I face the impossible choice between abandoning my academic trajectory or accumulating debt that would delay my contribution to Senegal's development for a decade. The scholarship represents more than financial aid; it is an investment in Dakar's future resilience.
My academic preparation aligns precisely with UCAD's Civil Engineering curriculum. During summer internships at the Ministry of Public Works, I assisted in assessing bridge stability along the RN2 highway and documented soil composition for Dakar's new water treatment plant. These experiences revealed how infrastructure failures disproportionately impact vulnerable communities—particularly women and children who walk hours daily to access clean water due to broken pipelines. This perspective fuels my determination: as a future Civil Engineer, I will prioritize projects that enhance gender equity through accessible infrastructure design. My proposed research on low-cost permeable pavements for Dakar's informal settlements has already received preliminary approval from UCAD's Department of Environmental Engineering.
What distinguishes this Scholarship Application Letter is my unwavering commitment to Senegal Dakar as both the destination and purpose of my studies. Unlike many international students who leave after graduation, I pledge to return immediately to contribute to Senegal's Vision 2060 goals. My long-term plan involves founding an NGO specializing in community-led infrastructure projects, starting with micro-projects that empower women's cooperatives in Dakar's urban periphery. Having witnessed the devastation of the 2019 Gare Routière flooding firsthand—where poorly maintained drainage systems displaced 5,000 residents—I know that sustainable engineering must serve human needs first. My proposed thesis on "Adaptive Urban Drainage Systems for Climate-Resilient Dakar" directly responds to this emergency.
Université Cheikh Anta Diop represents the ideal institution for this mission. Its dual emphasis on traditional engineering excellence and cutting-edge sustainability research, coupled with partnerships like the African Development Bank's "Dakar Smart City Initiative," provides the ecosystem I require. I have already connected with Professor Awa Sarr of UCAD's Civil Engineering Department regarding her work on earthquake-resistant structures—a project directly applicable to Dakar's seismic vulnerability. My academic portfolio demonstrates not just competence, but a clear alignment with Senegal's developmental priorities as outlined in the National Development Plan (NDP 2019-2023).
As I prepare to join the next generation of Civil Engineers shaping Senegal Dakar, I carry the legacy of pioneers like Amadou Bâ, whose infrastructure projects transformed rural access roads. My application is not merely a request for support—it is a promise to channel this scholarship into tangible progress. When I stand at graduation with my diploma in hand, it will represent more than personal achievement; it will symbolize a commitment to rebuild Dakar's foundations stronger and fairer for every citizen.
I respectfully request the opportunity to contribute my skills, dedication, and cultural insight to UCAD's Civil Engineering program. With your support as my catalyst, I will transform theoretical knowledge into infrastructure that serves Senegal's people. Thank you for considering this Scholarship Application Letter from an aspiring Civil Engineer whose vision is firmly anchored in the future of Dakar.
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