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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
For the Dental Medicine Scholarship Program at University of Ghana, Accra
Miss Amina Mensah
15 Greenview Lane, East Legon
Accra, Ghana
The Scholarship Committee
University of Ghana Medical School
Accra, Ghana
Date: October 26, 2023
Subject: Application for Dental Medicine Scholarship to Advance Oral Healthcare in Ghana Accra
Dear Esteemed Scholarship Committee,
With profound respect and unwavering dedication to serving my community, I am submitting this Scholarship Application Letter as a highly motivated prospective dental student at the University of Ghana Medical School in Accra. As an aspiring Dentist committed to transforming oral healthcare access across Ghana, I seek your support through the Dental Medicine Scholarship Program to complete my professional education in Ghana Accra. My journey from rural Ashanti Region to pursuing specialized dental training in the heart of Ghana's capital is a testament to my determination, and this scholarship would be the pivotal catalyst enabling me to become a healthcare provider who addresses critical gaps in our nation's dental infrastructure.
My passion for dentistry was ignited during my high school service project at the Koforidua Municipal Hospital, where I witnessed firsthand the devastating consequences of untreated oral diseases among children and elderly patients. Over 70% of Ghana's population faces severe barriers to dental care, with Accra's urban centers experiencing a particularly acute shortage of qualified professionals—only 2 dentists per 100,000 people compared to the WHO-recommended ratio of 1:25,000. In my year-long volunteer role at the Ghana Dental Association’s mobile clinic outreach in Accra's Korle Bu district, I assisted in screening over 856 patients and recognized that systemic solutions require trained clinicians like me who understand both urban challenges and community needs. This experience solidified my resolve to become a Dentist who bridges this gap, especially within Ghana Accra's densely populated neighborhoods where dental neglect often leads to life-threatening complications.
I graduated top of my class in Biology from Achimota School with distinction (GPA 4.9/5.0) and earned a full scholarship for my pre-dental studies at the University of Ghana, Legon—where I completed advanced coursework in biochemistry, anatomy, and public health. My undergraduate research on "Oral Health Disparities Among Accra's Low-Income Communities" earned me the Vice-Chancellor’s Medal for Academic Excellence. However, as I prepare to enter the rigorous dental program at the University of Ghana Medical School in Accra this January 2024, financial constraints threaten my ability to continue. My family’s modest income as subsistence farmers in Kumasi cannot cover tuition, clinical materials, or accommodation near the campus—essential for a Dentist's practical training. The scholarship would alleviate these burdens and allow me to focus entirely on mastering techniques like pediatric dentistry and oral surgery, directly addressing Accra's pressing need for specialists in these fields.
The significance of studying in Ghana Accra cannot be overstated. The University of Ghana Medical School’s Dental Department is the nation’s premier institution, with state-of-the-art simulation labs and partnerships with Korle Bu Teaching Hospital—the only tertiary dental facility in West Africa. Training here means I will learn from faculty like Professor Kwame Mensah, a pioneer in community-based oral healthcare models adopted across Accra's slums. More importantly, studying in Ghana Accra immerses me in the exact environment where I will practice: navigating complex urban health systems, understanding cultural attitudes toward dental care (like the common belief that toothaches are "just part of aging"), and collaborating with NGOs such as Smile Ghana Foundation. My clinical placements will occur at Accra’s community health centers—where 65% of patients wait over six months for treatment—ensuring my education remains deeply rooted in real-world application.
My vision extends beyond personal achievement. Upon graduating as a licensed Dentist, I will establish the "Accra Smile Initiative" in partnership with the Ghana Health Service, focusing on mobile dental units serving Accra’s informal settlements like Old Fadama and Nima. My model—inspired by successful programs I observed during my volunteer work—will integrate oral health education into existing community health worker networks, targeting children aged 5-12 years (where 40% have untreated cavities). By training local women as dental assistants, I aim to create sustainable employment while reducing wait times. This initiative directly aligns with Ghana’s National Health Policy 2023–2033 and the Accra Metropolitan Assembly’s urban health goals, making me a strategic investment in national development rather than merely an individual recipient of funding.
What distinguishes my Scholarship Application Letter is my proven commitment to action. I have already secured partnerships with three Accra-based community centers for future outreach and developed a cost-analysis model showing how the scholarship’s impact multiplies: every GHC 10,000 invested through this program enables me to serve 25,000 patients annually through our initiative. My academic record, volunteer leadership (including organizing Accra’s first student-run dental health fair at University of Ghana), and community-focused research demonstrate that I am not just seeking a scholarship—I am building an ecosystem of care for Ghana Accra. This is why the Dental Medicine Scholarship represents more than financial aid; it is the key to unlocking a pipeline of affordable, high-quality dental services where they are most needed.
I have attached my academic transcripts, letters of recommendation from Dr. Ama Mensah (Director, Ghana Dental Association) and Prof. Kwame Osei (Head of Dental Surgery, University of Ghana), and my full project proposal for the Accra Smile Initiative. I am confident that with this scholarship, I will honor its purpose by becoming a Dentist who elevates oral health standards across Ghana Accra and beyond. Thank you for considering my application—a life-changing opportunity to build a healthier Ghana, one smile at a time.
Sincerely,
Amina Mensah
Pre-Dental Student, University of Ghana, Legon
Email: amina.mensah@ug.edu.gh | Phone: +233 55 123 4567
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"In Ghana, a smile is not just a gesture—it is the beginning of healing."
