Scholarship Application Letter for Dental Studies - Lagos Nigeria
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER FOR ADVANCED DENTAL STUDIES
Date: October 26, 2023
The Scholarship Committee
Nigeria Dental Association (NDA)
14B Oluwasegun Street, Victoria Island,
Lagos State, Nigeria
Subject: Application for the NDA National Dental Scholarship in Support of Advanced Training in Dental Public Health
Dear Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
With profound respect for the Nigeria Dental Association's (NDA) unwavering commitment to advancing oral healthcare excellence across our nation, I am writing to express my earnest application for the prestigious NDA National Dental Scholarship. As a dedicated dental professional deeply rooted in Lagos State – Nigeria’s most populous and dynamic metropolis – I seek financial support to pursue an advanced Master of Science (MSc) in Dental Public Health at the University of Lagos (UNILAG). This scholarship represents not merely an educational opportunity, but a critical catalyst for addressing the severe oral health disparities that persistently plague our communities, particularly within the vibrant yet underserved urban landscape of Lagos.
My journey as a dentist has been inextricably linked to the unique challenges and urgent needs of Lagos. Graduating with distinction from the College of Medicine, University of Ibadan (2019), I immediately commenced my dental practice at the Ikeja General Hospital Dental Clinic, one of Lagos State’s primary public healthcare facilities serving over 2 million residents daily. Witnessing firsthand the overwhelming burden placed on our limited dental infrastructure – where a single dentist often serves thousands in overcrowded clinics – solidified my resolve to move beyond individual patient care towards systemic solutions. In Lagos, where approximately 70% of the population lacks regular access to dental services (per WHO Nigeria reports), and where preventable oral diseases significantly contribute to chronic pain, malnutrition, and reduced productivity among children and working adults, the need for evidence-based public health interventions is undeniable.
My clinical experience in Lagos has been a constant immersion in the realities of our healthcare ecosystem. I actively participated in the Lagos State Ministry of Health’s "Smile Nigeria" outreach program, providing free screenings and basic treatments to over 5,000 children across informal settlements like Mushin and Surulere. During this initiative, I observed how poverty, lack of oral health education, and scarce dental facilities perpetuate a cycle of suffering. One poignant memory remains: a young girl from Ajegunle whose severe decay led to chronic abscesses affecting her school attendance for months – all preventable with accessible primary care. This experience crystallized my conviction that sustainable improvement requires trained professionals equipped in population-level dental health strategies, not just clinical skills.
This is precisely why I am applying for the NDA National Dental Scholarship. The proposed MSc program at UNILAG is uniquely positioned to provide the specialized knowledge I require – focusing on epidemiology of oral diseases, health policy development, community-based intervention design, and resource allocation within Nigeria’s specific socio-economic context. My academic record reflects a consistent commitment to excellence: I maintained a CGPA of 4.2/5.0 during my undergraduate studies and was recognized as the Outstanding Final Year Dental Student at University of Ibadan for my research on "Barriers to Dental Care Utilization Among Low-Income Urban Populations in Lagos." My proposed thesis, "Evaluating the Feasibility and Impact of Mobile Dental Clinics in Lagos State Slums," directly addresses a critical gap identified during my fieldwork.
I understand that this scholarship is more than financial aid; it is an investment in a future Nigerian dentist equipped to serve Lagos and beyond. With NDA's support, I will gain the advanced skills to develop culturally appropriate, cost-effective oral health programs tailored for Nigeria’s urban poor. Upon completion of my MSc, my immediate goal is to establish a community dental health initiative within Lagos State, focusing on high-need areas like Eti-Osa and Badagry. I aim to collaborate with local government authorities and NGOs to integrate preventive dental services into existing primary healthcare structures – a model directly aligned with the NDA's advocacy for equitable oral health access. Long-term, I aspire to contribute to national policy formulation through the NDA, advocating for increased budgetary allocation for oral health in Nigeria’s National Health Policy.
Lagos is not just my home; it is the proving ground where I have witnessed both the devastation of dental neglect and the transformative potential of targeted intervention. This scholarship would empower me to transform that lived experience into measurable, community-driven progress. I am prepared to dedicate my professional life to alleviating oral health inequities in Lagos State – a commitment reflected in my volunteer work at the NDA's Lagos Chapter Community Health Days and my active membership since 2021.
I respectfully submit this application with the utmost confidence that I possess both the academic capability and the deep-seated passion for service required to maximize this opportunity. The NDA’s investment in my advanced training will yield tangible dividends for Lagosians who urgently need accessible, affordable dental care. I am eager to discuss how my vision aligns with the Association's strategic goals during an interview at your convenience.
Thank you for considering my application. I have attached all required documents, including academic transcripts, recommendation letters from Professor Adebayo (Head of Dentistry, University of Lagos) and Dr. Fatima Hassan (Director of Dental Services, Ikeja General Hospital), and a detailed project proposal.
Sincerely,

Dr. Amina Ojo
Registered Dental Surgeon (Registration No.: DSS-2019-087)
Lagos State Dental Association Member (LSDA #LS3456)
Email: amina.ojo@dentistrylagos.gov.ng
Phone: +234 803 123 4567
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