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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
For Advanced Dental Education in Thailand Bangkok
Date: October 26, 2023
To: Scholarship Committee
International Dental Advancement Foundation
Bangkok, Thailand
Dear Esteemed Scholarship Committee Members,
I am writing this Scholarship Application Letter with profound enthusiasm as a licensed Dentist currently practicing in Thailand Bangkok, seeking financial support for advanced specialization in pediatric dentistry. Having dedicated seven years to dental care across diverse communities of Thailand’s capital city, I have witnessed firsthand both the transformative power of quality oral healthcare and the critical gaps that persist in serving Bangkok’s most vulnerable populations. This scholarship represents not merely an academic opportunity, but a pivotal step toward addressing systemic inequities in dental access throughout Thailand Bangkok.
My journey as a Dentist began at Chulalongkorn University’s Faculty of Dentistry, where I graduated with honors in 2016. Since then, I have maintained a private practice in the bustling Bang Kapi district of Bangkok while simultaneously volunteering weekly at the Suan Luang Community Health Center – one of Thailand’s most underserved areas with over 45% of residents lacking consistent dental access. In my clinical work spanning nearly 10,000 patient encounters, I’ve observed that preventable oral diseases disproportionately affect children from low-income families in Bangkok’s urban centers. Dental caries among schoolchildren in Bangkok’s northern districts exceed the national average by 37%, yet pediatric dental specialists remain concentrated in affluent neighborhoods – creating a stark geographic and socioeconomic divide.
It is precisely this disparity that fuels my commitment to advanced training. The proposed specialization program at the University of Melbourne’s Dental School (with full accreditation by the Thai Dental Council) offers exactly the expertise I require: culturally competent pediatric care techniques, fluoride application protocols for high-caries-risk communities, and tele-dentistry solutions suitable for Bangkok’s dense urban environments. Current dental education in Thailand often overlooks community-based implementation strategies – a gap this scholarship would bridge. My proposed project, "Urban Pediatric Dental Equity Initiative," will integrate these advanced skills directly into Bangkok’s public health infrastructure upon my return.
Thailand Bangkok presents unique challenges that demand specialized dental approaches. The city’s population density (over 14 million inhabitants) creates logistical hurdles for preventive care, while rapid urbanization has left informal settlements with minimal dental infrastructure. During my volunteer work at the Suan Luang center, I developed a mobile screening van initiative that reached 1,200 children in three months – but without proper training in pediatric sedation and behavior management (areas requiring advanced certification), our team could only address basic extractions. This limitation underscores why this scholarship is non-negotiable for my professional development as a Dentist serving Thailand Bangkok.
My financial circumstances necessitate this Scholarship Application Letter. While my private practice sustains me, the costs of international training – approximately THB 1.8 million ($53,000 USD) including tuition, travel, and accommodation – exceed my personal savings by 72%. I have secured partial funding from a Thai government scholarship (THB 600,000), but this gap represents the critical investment required to achieve clinical excellence. This scholarship would directly fund my advanced coursework in pediatric dental materials science and community oral health epidemiology – modules not available through local institutions due to Thailand’s current curriculum limitations.
Upon completion, I will implement three concrete projects within Thailand Bangkok: First, a "Dental School Bus" program partnering with 10 public schools in underserved districts to provide biannual screenings and preventive education. Second, a digital case management system to track oral health trends across Bangkok’s 36 districts – creating data-driven insights for Thailand’s Ministry of Health. Third, I will establish the first pediatric dental residency rotation at Siriraj Hospital's community outreach center, training 15 new Dentists annually in urban care delivery. My practice in Bang Kapi already serves as a training ground for dental students; this scholarship would transform that model into a scalable framework for Thailand Bangkok.
What distinguishes my approach is my deep understanding of Bangkok’s cultural context. As a second-generation Thai-Indian resident raised in the Chinatown district, I navigate language nuances and family health beliefs critical to pediatric care success. When parents cite "dental fear" as a barrier (common among first-generation Bangkok residents), I employ culturally adapted storytelling techniques developed during my master's research on Southeast Asian oral health perceptions. This scholarship would amplify these community-centered methods through evidence-based training unavailable in Thailand’s current educational ecosystem.
The impact extends beyond individual patients. In a country where oral diseases cost THB 24 billion annually (3% of national healthcare expenditure), investing in advanced pediatric dental training represents cost-effective public health infrastructure. My research at Suan Luang demonstrated that every THB 1 spent on preventive care saves THB 5 in emergency treatment – a metric I will refine through this scholarship program. Thailand Bangkok’s rapid development makes this timing critical; by 2030, the city’s child population will increase by 28%, demanding immediate capacity building.
I respectfully request consideration for this scholarship as a strategic investment in Thailand Bangkok’s future oral health. This Scholarship Application Letter is not merely a formality, but a solemn commitment to serve where need is greatest. I have attached my curriculum vitae, letters of recommendation from Dr. Anusorn Pongpanich (Head of Pediatric Dentistry at Ramathibodi Hospital) and Dr. Nattapong Thammasak, Bangkok Public Health Department Director, and a detailed project proposal for your review.
Thank you for considering my application to advance not just my career as a Dentist, but the collective health of Thailand Bangkok’s children. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how this scholarship will catalyze sustainable change in our most vulnerable communities.
Respectfully submitted,
Dr. Apichaya "Pia" Srisawat
License No.: THD-2016-7894
Private Dental Practice, Bang Kapi, Bangkok
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