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Dear Dr. Martin and Scholarship Committee,
It is with profound enthusiasm and a deeply rooted academic commitment that I submit this Scholarship Application Letter for the Jean Monnet Scholarship at Université Lumière Lyon 2. As an aspiring Economist dedicated to advancing sustainable economic frameworks within the European Union, my professional trajectory has consistently aligned with Lyon’s unique position as a dynamic hub of economic research and policy innovation in France. This scholarship represents not merely financial support, but a transformative opportunity to contribute meaningfully to the global discourse on equitable growth—a mission intrinsically linked to Lyon’s academic excellence and geographical significance within Europe.
My academic foundation includes a Bachelor’s degree in Economics from the University of Manchester (2020), where I graduated with First-Class Honours, and a Master’s in Development Economics from LSE (2021). My thesis on "Fiscal Policy Responsiveness to Regional Disparities in Post-Brexit Europe" earned commendation for its methodological rigor, employing panel data analysis across 57 European regions. This work crystallized my conviction that effective economic policy requires granular understanding of local contexts—precisely the focus of Lyon’s renowned Centre d'Économie de la Région Alsace (CERAS) and the Institute for Economic Policy Analysis (IEPA). I am eager to deepen this research under the mentorship of Professor Jean-Paul Dubois, whose work on EU cohesion policy directly complements my scholarly interests.
Why Lyon? Beyond its academic prestige, France Lyon offers an unparalleled ecosystem for an Economist seeking to bridge theory and practice. As a major economic center in Southeastern France—ranked third nationally for business investments—the city hosts the headquarters of key EU institutions like the European Banking Authority’s regional office and clusters such as TechLyon, where tech innovation intersects with economic strategy. This environment provides immediate access to policy-makers at the Agence de la Cohésion Territoriale and researchers at INRAE, who study regional value chains. For instance, my proposed research on "Digital Taxation Impacts on SME Competitiveness in French Metropolises" would directly leverage Lyon’s status as a digital innovation corridor, drawing data from local business associations like Lyon Chamber of Commerce (CCI Lyon). This proximity to real-world economic challenges is absent in purely theoretical academic settings elsewhere.
My professional engagement further underscores my fit for the Economist role. As a Research Assistant at the Global Economic Policy Institute (GEPI) in London, I co-authored two policy briefs on post-pandemic recovery strategies adopted by the World Bank. One focused on France’s regional investment schemes, analyzing Lyon’s success in attracting EU recovery funds for green infrastructure—a case study now pivotal to my scholarship proposal. My fluency in French (C1 level), gained through a year-long Erasmus+ exchange at Université Jean Moulin Lyon 3, allows immediate integration into departmental seminars and collaborative projects. This linguistic proficiency, coupled with Lyon’s multicultural academic community (over 25% of students are international), ensures I will actively contribute to the intellectual vibrancy of your institution.
The financial dimension is equally critical. While my scholarships from LSE covered initial Master’s studies, advancing to doctoral research in France requires significant resources. The Jean Monnet Scholarship would alleviate the burden of living costs (estimated €1,050/month) and tuition fees (€3,770/year), allowing me to fully immerse myself in fieldwork across Lyon’s districts—from the historic Vieux Lyon business quarter to emerging tech hubs like La Part-Dieu. Without this support, I would face constrained research scope due to part-time work requirements, potentially compromising the quality of data collection on regional economic resilience—a cornerstone of my proposed thesis.
My long-term vision as an Economist is to develop policy frameworks that reconcile economic growth with social inclusion in post-industrial regions. Lyon’s position at the crossroads of European economic governance makes it the ideal launchpad for this mission. I envision collaborating with CERAS on EU-funded projects like Horizon Europe’s "Smart Territorial Development" initiative, ultimately advising national ministries on regional policy design. This aligns precisely with Université Lumière Lyon 2’s strategic focus on "Economic Citizenship," a concept I’ve already explored in my publications. Furthermore, Lyon’s historic role as a Silk Road trading center (the city of "Ville des Trois Rivières") symbolizes its enduring connection to global economic networks—a legacy I aim to honor through evidence-based policy innovation.
I am confident that my academic rigor, professional experience, and profound commitment to Lyon’s economic ecosystem position me as an ideal candidate for this scholarship. The opportunity to study at Université Lumière Lyon 2 is not merely an academic pursuit but a step toward meaningful contributions to France’s economic future. I have attached my CV, letters of recommendation from Professors Davies (LSE) and Dubois (Lyon), and detailed research proposals outlining how my work will advance the university’s strategic goals in regional economics.
Thank you for considering this Scholarship Application Letter. I welcome the chance to discuss how my expertise as an Economist can enrich your department and, through it, France Lyon’s broader mission to shape Europe’s economic narrative. The city of Lyon, with its centuries-old legacy of commerce and innovation, embodies the very spirit of economic progress I seek to advance—and I am eager to contribute my energy and intellect to that tradition.
Sincerely,
Alexandra Moreau
Email: alexandra.moreau@univ-lyon2.fr
Phone: +44 (0)7987 654321
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/alexandramoreau-economist
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