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Date: October 26, 2023
Selection Committee,
Pakistan Economic Development Trust (PEDT)
18-B, I.I. Chundrigar Road
Karachi, Sindh 74000
Subject: Application for Full Scholarship to Pursue Advanced Studies in Economics with Focus on Karachi's Economic Development
Dear Esteemed Members of the Selection Committee,
I am writing to express my profound enthusiasm for the prestigious scholarship opportunity offered by the Pakistan Economic Development Trust (PEDT) to support advanced academic pursuits in economics, with a specific focus on addressing the complex economic challenges facing Karachi, Pakistan's largest and most dynamic metropolis. As an aspiring Economist deeply committed to transforming Karachi's socioeconomic landscape, I believe this scholarship represents not merely financial assistance but a strategic investment in my journey to become an impactful contributor to Pakistan's economic future.
My academic foundation in economics was forged amidst the vibrant yet stratified realities of Karachi. Growing up in the bustling neighborhood of Landhi, I witnessed firsthand how economic policies directly influence daily life—from the informal sector workers navigating precarious livelihoods near Korangi Industrial Estate to families struggling with rising energy costs exacerbated by systemic inefficiencies. These experiences crystallized my resolve to become an Economist who translates academic rigor into tangible solutions for communities like mine. My undergraduate degree in Economics from Karachi University, where I graduated with First Class honors and a 3.9 GPA, included specialized coursework in Urban Economics, Development Policy, and Econometrics—subjects directly relevant to Karachi's unique urban economy.
The significance of this Scholarship Application Letter extends beyond personal ambition; it embodies a strategic alignment with PEDT's mission to foster locally rooted economic expertise for Pakistan. Karachi contributes over 25% of Pakistan's GDP yet grapples with severe challenges: an estimated 40% poverty rate in informal settlements (World Bank, 2022), chronic energy deficits crippling industries like textiles (which employ over 3 million Karachi residents), and infrastructure gaps that cost the city $3.6 billion annually in lost productivity (Karachi Development Authority Report, 2023). As an Economist specializing in urban development, I aim to address these issues through research on sustainable informal sector integration and energy policy reform—areas where my proposed MSc in Applied Economics at LUMS (Lahore University of Management Sciences) will equip me with advanced analytical tools.
My academic trajectory demonstrates a consistent focus on Karachi-centric economic analysis. During my final year thesis, I conducted fieldwork across three districts of Karachi to model the impact of electricity load-shedding on small businesses. My findings revealed that 68% of informal workshops in Gulshan-e-Iqbal operate at 30-50% capacity due to unreliable power—a critical insight for policymakers. This research earned me recognition as the "Most Innovative Economics Student" at Karachi University, but more importantly, it underscored how granular economic understanding is vital for Karachi's recovery. I have since collaborated with the Sindh Economic Survey Department on a pilot project assessing microfinance accessibility in Lyari—directly contributing to their 2023 policy recommendations.
Why Karachi specifically? The city is Pakistan’s economic nerve center, yet it remains underserved by specialized economic research. As an Economist trained for Karachi, I intend to work with institutions like the State Bank of Pakistan's Karachi Office and the Sindh Government’s Economic Affairs Department. My proposed research agenda includes: (1) Developing a predictive model for informal sector resilience in flood-prone areas post-2022 monsoons, (2) Analyzing trade logistics optimization at Port Qasim to reduce export costs for 40% of Pakistan’s manufactured goods, and (3) Designing incentive structures for green energy adoption by low-income households. These initiatives directly support Pakistan’s National Economic Census and the Sindh Sustainable Development Goals roadmap—priorities explicitly aligned with PEDT's strategic focus areas.
The financial barrier to advanced economics education in Pakistan is particularly acute. While Karachi University offers strong foundational programs, specialized training in applied urban economics requires exposure to global best practices—a resource my family’s modest income (earning PKR 45,000/month) cannot provide. This scholarship would cover tuition fees for the MSc program (estimated at PKR 1.8 million), research travel to Karachi’s underserved zones, and access to datasets from institutions like the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics. Without this support, my aspiration to become an Economist who serves Karachi's needs would remain unfulfilled—a loss not only for me but for the city I am committed to uplifting.
I have attached my academic transcripts, recommendation letters from Professor Dr. Ziauddin (Chair of Economics at Karachi University) and Mr. Fahad Raza (Senior Economist, Sindh Government), and a detailed research proposal titled "Economic Resilience Framework for Karachi's Informal Urban Economy." These documents substantiate my academic capabilities and the feasibility of my proposed work. I am also prepared to present a comprehensive case study on energy policy in Karachi during the interview stage, drawing from primary data collected across 12 districts.
As an Economist deeply rooted in Pakistan Karachi, I understand that sustainable development begins with context-specific solutions. This scholarship is not merely an educational opportunity; it is the catalyst for my commitment to transform Karachi from a city of challenges into a model of inclusive economic growth. I am eager to contribute my expertise, local insights, and unwavering dedication to PEDT’s vision of a prosperous Pakistan—and I am confident that investing in this Scholarship Application Letter represents an investment in Karachi's most promising future.
Thank you for considering my application. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my skills align with PEDT's mission and can directly benefit Karachi, Pakistan through your esteemed scholarship program.
Sincerely,




Aisha Khan
Final Year Economics Student (B.A. Honors)
Karachi University, Department of Economics
Email: aisha.khan@karachiu.edu.pk | Phone: +92 300 1234567
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