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Scholarship Committee
International Development Foundation
P.O. Box 12345
Kampala, Uganda
Subject: Scholarship Application for Advanced Economics Studies to Support Economic Development in Uganda Kampala
Dear Scholarship Committee,
With profound enthusiasm and unwavering commitment to transforming Uganda's economic landscape, I am writing to submit my application for the International Development Foundation’s prestigious Economist Scholarship Program. As a dedicated economics scholar deeply committed to serving the people of Uganda Kampala, this scholarship represents not merely an educational opportunity but a strategic investment in fostering sustainable economic progress across our nation. My academic trajectory, professional experiences, and unwavering passion for development economics align precisely with the mission of advancing Uganda's socioeconomic future through evidence-based policy innovation.
My journey toward becoming an Economist began during my undergraduate studies in Economics at Makerere University’s Department of Economics – Africa’s premier institution where I graduated with First-Class Honors. My thesis, "Fiscal Policy Implications for Smallholder Agricultural Productivity in Central Uganda," directly addressed Kampala's critical food security challenges by analyzing subsidy mechanisms and market linkages. This research earned me the Dean's Award for Outstanding Academic Achievement in 2021 and established my foundation in practical economic analysis relevant to Uganda’s context. Subsequently, I served as a Research Assistant at the Economic Policy Research Centre (EPRC) in Kampala, where I contributed to the National Household Survey on Poverty Reduction Strategies. My fieldwork across 15 districts revealed how microeconomic interventions could amplify macroeconomic resilience – insights that crystallized my resolve to specialize in development economics.
What distinguishes my aspiration as a future Economist is my intimate understanding of Kampala’s unique economic ecosystem. Having grown up in the bustling Nakasero neighborhood, I’ve witnessed firsthand how urbanization pressures strain infrastructure while simultaneously creating unprecedented opportunities for innovation. The city’s 12% annual GDP growth rate (World Bank, 2023) masks deep inequities: 58% of Kampala residents live below the poverty line despite its status as East Africa’s economic hub. As an Economist trained in both quantitative modeling and community-centered policy design, I aim to develop localized solutions for these contradictions. My proposed research framework focuses on three interconnected pillars critical to Uganda Kampala: 1) optimizing public-private partnerships for affordable housing, 2) designing circular economy models for waste management systems that generate employment, and 3) creating financial literacy programs targeting informal sector workers – the backbone of Kampala’s $1.4 billion daily economy.
This scholarship is essential to my trajectory as an Economist because it provides the specialized training I cannot access locally at this level. While Makerere offers strong foundations, advanced econometric techniques and international policy frameworks require exposure to global academic hubs. The proposed Master’s in Development Economics at Oxford University – with its renowned Centre for the Study of African Economies – will equip me with cutting-edge tools in computational economics and behavioral policy design. More importantly, it includes a mandatory 6-month field placement in East Africa, allowing me to implement pilot projects directly within Kampala’s informal markets. This aligns perfectly with my goal to become an Economist who bridges academic rigor with on-the-ground impact – precisely what Uganda Kampala urgently needs.
I am particularly drawn to the International Development Foundation’s focus on homegrown talent because Uganda faces a critical shortage of economists: only 7% of development practitioners hold advanced economics degrees, according to the World Bank. My scholarship would address this gap while ensuring I return to Kampala with actionable knowledge. Upon completion, I will collaborate with key institutions including the Bank of Uganda’s Research Department and Kampala Capital City Authority (KCCA) to establish an Urban Economic Observatory – a platform that will use real-time data analytics to inform municipal budgeting and infrastructure investments. This initiative directly responds to KCCA’s 2023-2030 Strategic Plan prioritizing "data-driven urban management" for Kampala’s projected 5 million residents by 2040.
My commitment extends beyond professional achievement to community transformation. As a former beneficiary of the Uganda Youth Development Fund (UYDF), I understand how financial barriers can derail talent. That experience fuels my pledge to establish an annual scholarship fund for disadvantaged students from Kampala’s peri-urban communities at Makerere University upon graduation – creating a sustainable pipeline of homegrown Economist talent. In 2023, I mentored 15 high school students in quantitative literacy through the Kampala Economics Society, with all participants securing university placements. This grassroots engagement demonstrates my dedication to ensuring scholarship opportunities create ripple effects across Uganda Kampala’s socioeconomic fabric.
The current economic challenges in Uganda demand innovative Economist solutions: rising inflation (8.7% in Q1 2024), youth unemployment (9.3%), and climate vulnerability require nuanced approaches that blend global best practices with local realities. My scholarship-funded research will directly contribute to the National Development Plan III’s goals of "inclusive growth" through projects like my proposed model for integrating informal street vendors into Kampala’s digital economy – a sector employing 85% of the city’s workforce. By empowering this segment, we can unlock $230 million annually in untapped economic value (EPRC estimate).
I have attached comprehensive documentation including academic transcripts, EPRC recommendation letters from Dr. Sarah Namuganda (Director), and a detailed research proposal aligned with the Foundation’s strategic priorities. As an Economist committed to Kampala’s future, I offer not just academic excellence but a proven track record of translating theory into community impact – whether through my household survey fieldwork or mentoring programs in Nansana. This scholarship represents the catalyst that will transform my vision for Uganda Kampala from aspiration into tangible economic progress.
Thank you for considering this Scholarship Application Letter. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my expertise as a future Economist can contribute to your mission of advancing sustainable development across Uganda Kampala. My commitment to this nation’s prosperity is absolute, and I am eager to demonstrate it through every aspect of my proposed scholarship journey.
Sincerely,
[Your Full Name]
Future Economist & Development Strategist for Uganda Kampala
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