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Selection Committee
Instituto de Cultura e Inovação Editorial (ICIE)
Rua da Consolação, 1470
São Paulo, SP – Brazil
Dear Selection Committee,
I am writing with profound enthusiasm to submit my application for the prestigious Editorial Development Scholarship at the Instituto de Cultura e Inovação Editorial (ICIE) in São Paulo, Brazil. As a dedicated and culturally attuned Editor with over seven years of professional experience navigating Brazil's dynamic media landscape, I am deeply committed to advancing editorial excellence within this vibrant city that serves as the nation's intellectual and creative epicenter. This Scholarship Application Letter represents not merely an opportunity for professional growth, but a meaningful step toward contributing to São Paulo’s legacy as a global hub for literary innovation and cultural dialogue.
My journey as an Editor has been intrinsically linked to Brazil’s rich narrative tradition. After completing my Bachelor’s in Journalism at Universidade de São Paulo (USP), I honed my editorial craft at Companhia das Letras, one of Latin America's most influential publishing houses based in the heart of São Paulo. There, I served as a Senior Editor for over four years, specializing in contemporary Brazilian literature and social non-fiction. My role required meticulous attention to linguistic precision—balancing the nuanced demands of Portuguese with international readership accessibility—and fostering relationships with authors whose works have shaped modern Brazilian discourse, including bestsellers like "O Livro do Desassossego" by Fernando Pessoa (revised edition) and award-winning investigative texts on urban inequality in São Paulo.
What distinguishes my approach as an Editor is my deep immersion in the São Paulo cultural ecosystem. I actively participate in events such as the SP Book Fair, where I’ve curated panels on "The Future of Editorial Practices in Post-Digital Brazil," and collaborate with institutions like the Biblioteca do Congresso Nacional to digitize regional literary archives. This commitment to contextual understanding ensures my editorial decisions are grounded not just in grammatical correctness, but in cultural resonance. For instance, while editing a manuscript about favela communities for a global audience, I worked closely with local sociologists and translators to ensure authentic representation—a process that demanded sensitivity to São Paulo’s complex social fabric and avoided reductive stereotypes common in international publishing.
The ICIE’s mission aligns precisely with my professional ethos: bridging Brazil’s literary heritage with cutting-edge editorial innovation. I am particularly inspired by your "Digital Archiving Project for 20th-Century São Paulo Journalism," which mirrors my own initiative to create a searchable database of mid-century Brazilian periodicals at USP. This Scholarship Application Letter is therefore a testament to my readiness to contribute meaningfully to ICIE’s vision. I have already begun developing a proposal for an open-access platform that archives underrepresented voices from São Paulo’s immigrant communities—a project that would directly support ICIE’s goals while addressing gaps in current editorial practices.
My technical proficiency complements this cultural fluency. I am certified in Adobe InDesign and ProWritingAid, having used these tools to streamline production for titles distributed across Brazil and Portugal. Crucially, I possess native Brazilian Portuguese fluency (including regional dialects of São Paulo) alongside advanced English proficiency—essential for editing multilingual content that reaches global markets from our city’s publishing center. During my tenure at Companhia das Letras, I managed the international rights for 15+ titles sold to publishers in New York, London, and Madrid, ensuring editorial integrity was preserved across cultural contexts.
São Paulo’s unique position as Brazil’s economic and creative capital makes it the ideal setting for this scholarship. The city’s energy—where street artists collaborate with digital media startups on Rua Augusta, where immigrant communities preserve oral histories in favelas, and where literary cafes buzz with debates on identity—fuels my editorial philosophy. As Editor of the São Paulo-based magazine "Cultura em Foco," I witnessed firsthand how stories rooted in local specificity resonate globally. My goal is to refine this understanding through ICIE’s scholarship: mastering emerging tools like AI-assisted metadata tagging for Latin American archives while preserving the human element essential to meaningful editing.
I am also keenly aware of the challenges facing Brazil’s editorial landscape today—declining print readership, funding constraints for independent presses, and the need to amplify marginalized voices. The ICIE Scholarship provides a structured pathway to address these issues through rigorous training in digital archiving ethics and collaborative publishing models. I have already initiated conversations with São Paulo-based nonprofits like "Literatura para Todos" to explore partnership frameworks that would extend the scholarship’s impact beyond academia into community literacy programs.
Finally, my personal connection to São Paulo is inseparable from my professional identity. Born in the periphery of Moema and raised amidst the city’s vibrant mix of cultures, I witnessed firsthand how narratives shape community belonging. This upbringing fuels my passion for editorial work that empowers voices often excluded from mainstream publishing—whether it’s translating a Quechua oral history into Portuguese or mentoring young writers from Parque do Carmo. The ICIE Scholarship represents not just an educational opportunity, but a chance to give back to the city that shaped me.
I am confident that my hands-on experience in Brazil’s most demanding editorial environment, combined with my strategic vision for inclusive storytelling, positions me as an exceptional candidate for this scholarship. I would be honored to contribute to ICIE’s mission while growing under the guidance of your esteemed faculty. Thank you for considering this Scholarship Application Letter and my application. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my expertise as an Editor can advance São Paulo’s cultural trajectory during our interview.
Sincerely,
Isabela Rocha
Senior Editor & Portuguese-English Literary Specialist
São Paulo, SP, Brazil
+55 (11) 98765-4321 | isabela.rocha@editorialbrasil.com
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