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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
FOR THE PRESTIGIOUS FINANCIAL ANALYST GRADUATE DEVELOPMENT SCHOLARSHIP
Date: October 26, 2023
Admissions Committee
Zurich Finance Excellence Scholarship Program
University of Zurich & Swiss Financial Academy
Binzmühlestrasse 14, CH-8057 Zurich, Switzerland
Dear Esteemed Members of the Admissions Committee,
I am writing to express my profound enthusiasm for the Financial Analyst Graduate Development Scholarship at the University of Zurich, a program I have meticulously researched as the essential catalyst for my career trajectory in Switzerland's premier financial hub. With unwavering dedication to mastering quantitative finance and strategic market analysis, I am poised to contribute meaningfully to Zurich’s dynamic financial ecosystem while leveraging this scholarship as the critical enabler of my professional ascent.
Why Zurich? Why Financial Analysis?
Zurich is not merely a location for me—it represents the pinnacle of global financial innovation, regulatory excellence, and cross-border market integration. As Switzerland’s financial capital hosting institutions like UBS, Credit Suisse (now part of Swissquote Group), SIX Group, and FINMA headquarters, Zurich offers an unparalleled environment where theoretical finance converges with real-world application. My fascination began during my undergraduate studies in International Finance at the National University of Singapore, where I analyzed case studies on Zurich-based firms navigating post-Brexit European markets. This sparked a commitment to specialize in financial analysis within the Swiss context, particularly focusing on sustainable investment frameworks and fintech-driven valuation models—a niche I recognize as central to Zurich’s future leadership.
My Academic and Professional Foundation
Over the past three years at NUS, I have cultivated a rigorous analytical toolkit directly aligned with Zurich’s industry demands. I achieved a 3.8/4.0 GPA while completing specialized coursework in Advanced Corporate Valuation (A+), Quantitative Financial Modeling (A-), and ESG Integration in Portfolio Management (A). My thesis, "Algorithmic Risk Assessment for Swiss SMEs Using Machine Learning," earned recognition at the Asian Finance Symposium—proving my ability to translate complex data into strategic insights. This was reinforced through a six-month internship at DBS Bank Singapore, where I developed a cash-flow forecasting model adopted by the corporate credit team, improving loan approval accuracy by 22%.
Yet I recognize that Zurich’s financial landscape demands more than technical proficiency; it requires fluency in Swiss market nuances. My independent study of FINMA regulations and Swiss tax frameworks (e.g., VAT treatment for cross-border funds) has equipped me with contextual awareness critical for success as a Financial Analyst in Switzerland. However, to fully master the advanced analytics used by Zurich’s top firms—such as Monte Carlo simulations for asset allocation or real-time liquidity stress testing—I require specialized training unavailable in my current curriculum.
Why This Scholarship? The Zurich Imperative
Switzerland’s cost of living and educational excellence present significant barriers. Tuition for the University of Zurich’s MSc in Finance is CHF 1,200 per semester, but housing (CHF 1,800–2,500/month), healthcare (CHF 350/month), and professional development costs would exceed CHF 55,000 annually—far beyond my family’s capacity. The Financial Analyst Graduate Development Scholarship is not merely financial aid; it is the only feasible pathway for a non-Swiss citizen like myself to access this elite program. Zurich’s finance sector has consistently cited "local expertise" as a hiring criterion, and this scholarship removes the barrier preventing me from gaining that expertise within Switzerland itself.
I have meticulously researched the scholarship’s impact: past recipients now lead quantitative teams at UBS Investment Bank and PwC Zurich. Your program’s partnership with Zurich-based firms for internships—including placements at Credit Suisse’s Asset Management division—aligns perfectly with my goal to transition directly into a Financial Analyst role upon graduation. This scholarship would enable me to complete the curriculum while participating in Zurich’s industry network, rather than pursuing a less relevant qualification elsewhere.
My Vision for Contribution to Zurich’s Financial Ecosystem
Upon graduating, I will immediately seek employment as a Financial Analyst at a Zurich-based institution. My objective extends beyond personal career advancement—it is to contribute to Switzerland’s leadership in sustainable finance and fintech innovation. I plan to develop analytical tools addressing Swiss-specific challenges: optimizing ESG scoring for Alpine infrastructure projects, or modeling blockchain integration into Swiss private banking workflows—areas where Zurich’s firms lead globally. Furthermore, I will actively engage with the University of Zurich Alumni Network to mentor future international students, fostering a diverse pipeline of talent for Switzerland’s finance sector.
My commitment is rooted in Zurich’s ethos: precision, integrity, and forward-thinking innovation. I have already begun networking with ETH Zurich professors on quant models and attended the 2023 Zürich FinTech Summit to understand emerging trends. This scholarship would position me not as a beneficiary but as a future contributor to the very ecosystem that makes Zurich the world’s premier financial center.
Conclusion
Financial Analysts in Zurich do not merely interpret data—they shape markets. I am ready to join that cohort. This scholarship is the bridge between my current capabilities and the rigorous, Zurich-specific expertise demanded by Switzerland’s elite financial institutions. I have prepared for this moment through academic excellence, professional initiative, and a deep understanding of Switzerland’s finance landscape. With your support, I will not only excel in the program but emerge as an asset to Zurich’s financial community—proving that global talent can thrive within Switzerland’s most prestigious ecosystem.
I respectfully request the opportunity to discuss my application further at your convenience. Thank you for considering this application, and for investing in a future Financial Analyst who is unwaveringly committed to Zurich’s financial legacy.
Sincerely,
Alexandra Moreau
National University of Singapore | B.Sc. International Finance (2023)
Phone: +65 9123 4567 | Email: alexandra.moreau@u.nus.edu.sg
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