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Committee Members
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Subject: Formal Application for Firefighter Training Scholarship to Serve Kampala's Communities
To the Esteemed Scholarship Committee of the Uganda National Fire Service Academy,
With profound respect for your institution’s legacy in safeguarding lives across Uganda Kampala, I submit this formal Scholarship Application Letter for the prestigious Firefighter Training Program. As a dedicated community advocate from Nakawa Division, Kampala, I have witnessed firsthand the critical need for skilled emergency responders in our rapidly urbanizing city. With over five years of volunteer experience with the Kampala City Council’s Community Fire Safety Initiative, I am compelled to pursue professional certification to enhance my capacity as a Firefighter in Uganda’s most populous city.
Kampala’s unique challenges demand specialized firefighting expertise. As Uganda's capital and economic hub, Kampala faces escalating fire risks due to dense informal settlements, aging electrical infrastructure, and inadequate fire response systems. In 2022 alone, Kampala reported over 1,400 structure fires (Uganda Fire Service Annual Report), disproportionately affecting markets like Nakivubo and Old Port Bell where I’ve served. During a recent warehouse blaze in Kawempe Division that threatened 50+ families, my team’s untrained response resulted in avoidable property loss. This incident crystallized my resolve: professional training isn’t optional—it’s a civic imperative for Uganda Kampala.
My journey toward becoming a certified Firefighter began during secondary school at Nsambya High, where I led the "Fire Safety Awareness Club" educating 300+ students on fire prevention. As a youth volunteer with Kampala City Fire Brigade’s Community Outreach Unit (2019-2021), I conducted fire drills in 15 low-income neighborhoods, including Kibuye and Bwaise. These experiences taught me that effective firefighting requires cultural intelligence—understanding how to communicate hazard warnings to elderly residents in Luganda, or navigating narrow alleyways during emergencies. Most recently, I coordinated a neighborhood evacuation during a Nairobi Expressway fire (May 2023), where my improvised strategy saved two market stalls and prevented injury. Yet without formal training in advanced firefighting tactics, rapid intervention techniques, and hazardous materials handling—I recognize my limitations.
This scholarship would enable me to complete the National Firefighting Certification Program at your Academy, a transformative opportunity unavailable to community members like myself. The curriculum’s modules—Advanced Fire Suppression Systems (AFSS), Urban Search and Rescue (USAR), and Disaster Management Planning—directly address Kampala’s vulnerabilities. For instance, AFSS training will equip me to operate modern equipment used in high-rises along Mengo Road, while USAR certification will prepare me for earthquake-related emergencies that threaten our aging infrastructure. I’ve researched your Academy’s partnerships with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) on urban fire safety initiatives; this scholarship would position me to contribute immediately to these projects upon graduation.
Financial barriers make this path inaccessible without support. As a single parent supporting two children through tuition at Mbarara Secondary School, I’ve invested my entire savings ($200 USD) into volunteer firefighting gear and transport costs. The scholarship would cover the full $1,850 program fee (including equipment and field training), freeing me to dedicate 12 hours daily to studies instead of working two part-time jobs. More importantly, it represents an investment in community resilience—I’ve calculated that every $500 invested in Firefighter training prevents approximately 7 fire-related tragedies annually in Kampala neighborhoods like Kiteezi.
My commitment extends beyond personal advancement. I propose a community impact plan for my scholarship: Upon certification, I’ll establish a "Neighborhood Fire Safety Corps" in Nakawa Division, training 50+ volunteers to conduct early-warning drills using mobile apps developed by our Academy. This model has proven successful in Jinja (Uganda’s second-largest city), reducing fire response times by 38% within six months. Additionally, I’ll collaborate with Makerere University’s Urban Studies Department to research fire risk mapping for Kampala’s informal settlements—data that will inform the National Fire Service’s strategic planning.
Uganda faces a critical shortage of trained firefighters in urban centers; the National Fire Service requires 200+ new personnel annually just to maintain current response levels. By investing in me, your scholarship committee directly addresses this gap while fostering local leadership. My mother, a former teacher at Kampala Girls’ Secondary School, instilled in me that "service isn’t a job—it’s a covenant with community." As a Firefighter serving Uganda Kampala, I will honor that covenant through every rescue, every drill, and every life saved.
I’ve enclosed my completed application form (Ref: UFS-SCH-2023-789), academic transcripts from Kampala International University (Certificate in Community Safety), and letters of recommendation from Chief Fire Officer David Ssemakula (Kampala City Fire Brigade) and Rev. Sarah Nalwadda (Nakawa Community Church). I welcome the opportunity to discuss my application further at your convenience, including a demonstration of my volunteer response protocols during an emergency simulation.
In closing, I reiterate that this Scholarship Application Letter represents more than personal ambition—it’s a pledge to transform Kampala’s fire safety landscape. With your support, I will become part of the frontline force protecting Uganda’s heartbeat in Kampala, where every life matters and every flame is met with trained courage.
Respectfully submitted,




John Nambozo
Community Fire Safety Volunteer | Nakawa Division, Kampala
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