Scholarship Application Letter: Graphic Designer for Ivory Coast Abidjan
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER FOR GRAPHIC DESIGNER TRAINING IN ABIDJAN, IVORY COAST
October 26, 2023
Dr. Amina Kouakou
Director of Academic Programs
Africa Creative Arts Foundation (ACAF)
Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire
Subject: Application for Full Scholarship to Pursue Advanced Graphic Design Certification in Abidjan, Ivory Coast
Dear Dr. Kouakou,
It is with profound enthusiasm and deep cultural resonance that I submit my application for the prestigious Scholarship Program at the Africa Creative Arts Foundation (ACAF) in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire. As a passionate emerging Graphic Designer from Ghana with a decade-long commitment to visual storytelling, I am writing to express my unwavering dedication to contributing to Ivory Coast’s burgeoning creative ecosystem. This Scholarship Application Letter embodies not merely an educational pursuit, but a lifelong commitment to harnessing design as a catalyst for economic empowerment and cultural preservation within the dynamic metropolis of Abidjan.
I have long admired how Abidjan has transformed into West Africa’s undisputed creative capital—where traditional Ivorian art forms like *Kente* textiles and *Bété* woodcarving seamlessly intersect with digital innovation. My academic journey in Visual Communication at the University of Ghana has equipped me with technical proficiency in Adobe Creative Suite, motion graphics, and branding strategy. However, what truly ignites my purpose is witnessing how Graphic Designers in Abidjan are redefining local narratives: from designing culturally resonant packaging for Côte d’Ivoire’s $30 billion cocoa export industry to creating viral social campaigns that celebrate Abidjan’s cosmopolitan identity. I seek to deepen this expertise through your foundation’s immersive curriculum, which uniquely bridges traditional craftsmanship with contemporary digital practices—a fusion essential for Africa’s creative future.
My connection to Ivory Coast transcends professional interest. In 2021, I collaborated with *Atelier de la Culture* in Abidjan during the annual *Festival des Masques*, where I designed promotional materials that increased festival attendance by 40% while honoring indigenous mask-making traditions. This experience crystallized my vision: to develop design solutions that empower Ivorian artisans without diluting cultural authenticity. For instance, I prototyped a mobile app interface for *Kossiwa* (Ivorian woven cloth) vendors in Plateau district, enabling them to showcase collections globally—a project now piloted by Abidjan’s Cooperative of Weavers. Yet, to scale this impact nationally, I require advanced training in user-centered design and sustainable branding—exactly what ACAF’s scholarship provides.
Why Ivory Coast Abidjan? The answer lies in its unparalleled convergence of opportunity. Abidjan’s creative sector employs over 120,000 people (World Bank, 2023), yet lacks certified designers fluent in both global standards and local context. While Nairobi and Lagos dominate regional design discourse, Abidjan’s unique position as a French- and English-speaking hub—where Afrobeats rhythms meet Francophone sophistication—creates a fertile ground for innovation I am uniquely positioned to nurture. My proposed project, *Vibrant Côte d’Ivoire*, aims to launch an accessible digital platform connecting rural artisans with Abidjan-based brands, using data-driven design to reduce supply chain barriers. This aligns precisely with ACAF’s mission to "elevate African creativity through technology."
Financial accessibility remains a critical barrier for many talented creatives in West Africa. As the eldest daughter of a single mother working as a market vendor in Accra, I’ve witnessed how education scholarships transform lives. Your foundation’s commitment to funding 100% tuition, materials, and accommodation for students from low-income backgrounds is revolutionary. This Scholarship Application Letter thus represents not just my dream but a responsibility: to repay Abidjan’s creative generosity by training the next generation of Ivorian designers through community workshops I’ll establish upon graduation.
I have attached my portfolio showcasing projects tailored for African contexts, including a branding campaign for *La Maison des Jeunes* in Abidjan that boosted youth engagement by 65%. My technical skills include responsive web design, 3D modeling for textile patterns, and social media strategy—tools I’ll deploy immediately to support ACAF’s partners like the Musée d’Art Africain and *Abidjan Digital Hub*. Crucially, I am fluent in English, French (B2 level), and Twi—enabling me to collaborate seamlessly with Abidjan’s diverse creative community.
What sets my application apart is my lived understanding of design’s transformative power. In 2022, I mentored 15 girls at *Ecole des Métiers d’Abidjan* in basic Adobe tools, resulting in two of them securing internships with local agencies. This experience taught me that true innovation requires humility: listening to communities before designing for them. ACAF’s emphasis on "design as dialogue," not delivery, mirrors my philosophy. I am not merely applying for a scholarship—I seek to become an enduring thread in Abidjan’s creative tapestry.
As Ivory Coast accelerates toward its 2030 vision of becoming Africa’s leading innovation hub (National Development Plan), designers like myself must be equipped to translate cultural heritage into global competitiveness. This scholarship is the catalyst I need to master the tools that will let me help Abidjan’s artisans turn tradition into tomorrow’s economic engine. I am ready to immerse myself in your program, contribute my energy, and return as a designer committed not only to excellence but to *Ivory Coast Abidjan*’s creative sovereignty.
Thank you for considering my application. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my vision aligns with ACAF’s mission at your convenience. My contact details are provided below, and I am available for an interview within 48 hours.
Sincerely,
Adwoa Mensah
Graphic Designer & Future Creative Leader
Email: adwoa.mensah@email.com | Phone: +233 54 123 4567
Portfolio: www.adwoamensah.design/cote-divoire (Link to portfolio showcasing Abidjan-focused projects)
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