Scholarship Application Letter for Graphic Designer Position in Kampala, Uganda
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
October 26, 2023
Scholarship Committee
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P.O. Box 7890
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Subject: Application for Graphic Design Scholarship to Advance Creative Excellence in Kampala, Uganda
Dear Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
It is with profound enthusiasm and unwavering dedication that I submit this Scholarship Application Letter for the prestigious Graphic Designer Development Scholarship offered by the Uganda Creative Arts Foundation. As a passionate emerging designer deeply committed to transforming Kampala's visual landscape, I believe this scholarship represents not merely an educational opportunity but a catalyst for meaningful contribution to Uganda's creative economy. My journey as a Graphic Designer in Kampala has revealed both immense potential and critical gaps within our local design ecosystem – gaps this scholarship will empower me to bridge through advanced training and industry integration.
Having grown up amidst Kampala's vibrant cultural tapestry – from the bustling markets of Nakasero to the artistic energy of Kawempe – I developed an early fascination with visual storytelling. My childhood was filled with observing how street art, traditional fabrics like *kente*, and urban murals communicated Uganda's spirit. This ignited my passion for graphic design, but I quickly realized Kampala's creative community lacks structured pathways for professional development. While talented individuals abound in neighborhoods like Bweyogerere and Muyenga, many operate without formal training or access to industry-standard tools. I am determined to change this narrative.
As a current Diploma holder in Visual Communication from Makerere University's School of Journalism, Media & Communication (2021), I have honed my skills through practical projects serving Kampala-based clients. My portfolio includes designing branding for *Ntare Coffee*, a social enterprise supporting women farmers in Mukono, and creating digital campaigns for *Kampala International Theatre Festival* that increased audience engagement by 40%. However, these experiences exposed critical limitations: I lack advanced expertise in motion graphics (essential for Uganda's growing film industry) and sustainable design frameworks needed to address local challenges like plastic waste reduction through visual communication. The Scholarship Application Letter is my formal commitment to closing these gaps.
Uganda's creative sector, valued at $128 million annually according to the World Bank (2022), remains underdeveloped compared to its potential. Kampala – as the nation's cultural capital – requires designers who understand both global trends and local context. I've witnessed how generic Western design templates fail in our market: a recent campaign for *Kampala Water* misinterpreted local water conservation practices, causing community disengagement. This is precisely where my scholarship-focused growth will make an impact. The Uganda Creative Arts Foundation's mission to nurture homegrown talent aligns perfectly with my vision for designing culturally resonant solutions – from packaging for *Kabalega Rice* that celebrates Acholi heritage to mobile interfaces for *M-Farm*, Uganda's agricultural app.
Specifically, I seek this Graphic Designer Scholarship to complete a specialized Certificate in Sustainable Digital Design at the Kampala Design Academy (partner institution). This program uniquely combines UX/UI development with eco-design principles – directly addressing Kampala's environmental challenges. The curriculum includes: 1) Case studies on waste-reduction packaging for *Mengo Hospital* supplies, 2) Workshops on adapting designs for low-bandwidth rural communities, and 3) Mentorship from industry leaders like *Sylvia Namutebi*, founder of *Articulate Uganda*. This targeted training will equip me to develop solutions that are both innovative and contextually appropriate – a necessity for effective design in Uganda Kampala's diverse socio-economic landscape.
My proposed project, "Designing for Kampala's Green Future," will leverage this scholarship to create a community-driven toolkit. It will include: 1) Visual guidelines for local businesses adopting reusable packaging (tested with *Kampala City Council* vendors), 2) Educational infographics about recycling in Swahili and Luganda, and 3) A mobile app interface for reporting plastic waste hotspots. This work directly supports Uganda's National Environment Management Authority goals while building capacity within Kampala's creative sector. I've already secured preliminary interest from *Kampala Women in Tech* to pilot the toolkit across five neighborhoods.
What sets me apart is my dual commitment to artistic excellence and community impact. Unlike many designers who pursue international opportunities, I have consistently chosen local engagement: teaching design workshops at *Sanyu Art Centre* (free for 50+ youth), volunteering with *Uganda Museum* on exhibit graphics, and collaborating with *Kampala Press Club* to visualize civic issues. My "Designing Together" initiative – where community members co-create visuals for local projects – has already been featured in *New Vision Magazine*. This collaborative approach ensures my work remains rooted in Kampala's realities rather than theoretical frameworks.
I recognize that as a Graphic Designer from Kampala, I represent more than an individual applicant. I embody the next generation of Ugandan creatives who will reshape our visual identity – moving beyond "African design" stereotypes to create authentic expressions of Uganda's innovation, resilience, and beauty. This scholarship will provide the technical foundation to execute that vision at scale. Upon completion, I commit to: 1) Establishing a free mentorship program for Kampala youth at *Makindye Community Centre*, 2) Partnering with UCAF to develop the "Kampala Design Standard" framework for local businesses, and 3) Creating a digital archive of Ugandan design history accessible to schools nationwide.
The Uganda Creative Arts Foundation's investment in my growth is an investment in Kampala's creative infrastructure. I have witnessed how skilled designers drive economic change – like *Musa Mwanga* (a UCAF alumna) who grew her textile brand from a stall at *Nakasero Market* to export contracts through strategic visual branding. With this scholarship, I will contribute similarly transformative work: designing solutions that don't just look beautiful but actively improve lives in Uganda Kampala. My hands-on experience with local challenges – from navigating internet connectivity issues for rural clients to understanding cultural nuances in color symbolism – ensures my training will translate directly into community impact.
I am deeply grateful for your consideration of this Scholarship Application Letter. I have attached my portfolio showcasing projects rooted in Kampala's context, letters of recommendation from *Kampala City Council* and *Makerere University*, and a detailed project proposal. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my vision aligns with UCAF's mission during an interview at your convenience. Together, we can elevate Graphic Design in Uganda Kampala from a supplementary skill to a strategic force for sustainable development.
With sincere respect and creative commitment,
Jane A. Mukiibi
P.O. Box 456, Kampala, Uganda
Email: j.mukiibi@designkampala.ug | Phone: +256 782 123456
Portfolio: www.designkampala-portfolio.com/jane-mukiibi
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