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Dear Scholarship Committee,
I am writing with profound enthusiasm to submit this Scholarship Application Letter for the prestigious International Journalism Excellence Award at the University of Auckland. As an aspiring journalist deeply committed to ethical storytelling and cross-cultural narrative, I have long envisioned honing my craft within New Zealand's vibrant media landscape—a vision now poised to become reality through your esteemed institution. This Scholarship Application Letter represents not merely a financial request, but a testament to my dedication to becoming a global journalist who can authentically bridge perspectives between Aotearoa and the world.
My journey toward journalism began in rural Nepal, where I witnessed firsthand how media shapes community resilience. As editor of my high school newspaper during the 2015 earthquake crisis, I learned that a single well-told story could mobilize international aid for displaced families. This experience ignited my passion for solutions-oriented reporting—a philosophy I refined through three years of undergraduate studies in Media Studies at Kathmandu University, where I graduated with honors while leading a student-led investigative team exposing corruption in public health funding. My portfolio includes award-winning features on climate migration and women's entrepreneurship, published in regional journals across South Asia. Yet, to truly evolve as a journalist capable of nuanced global reporting, I require immersion in an environment where indigenous perspectives and multicultural narratives are woven into the fabric of mainstream media—precisely what defines New Zealand Auckland.
New Zealand Auckland captivates me not just as a destination, but as a living laboratory for journalism. The city’s unique convergence of Māori storytelling traditions, Pacific Islander perspectives, and immigrant narratives creates an unparalleled ecosystem for ethical journalism. I have closely followed the University of Auckland’s Media Studies program under Professor Aroha Harris, whose research on decolonizing newsrooms aligns perfectly with my own work on cultural sensitivity in conflict reporting. The opportunity to study alongside scholars like Dr. Rangi Mātāmua—whose integration of Mātauranga Māori into environmental reporting redefined our field—and engage with the Pacific Media Network’s award-winning journalists represents a transformative academic path unavailable elsewhere. I am particularly drawn to the program’s emphasis on "storytelling as social action," where students collaborate with Tūpuna Maunga o Tāmaki Makaurau to document indigenous land stewardship through multimedia projects—a model that could revolutionize how I approach environmental journalism in my home region.
This scholarship is not merely a financial necessity but a catalyst for deeper engagement. The cost of living in Auckland, combined with tuition fees for the Master of Journalism program (approximately NZD $45,000 annually), creates significant barriers for students from developing nations like Nepal. My family’s limited resources mean I would otherwise need to take on substantial debt or abandon this opportunity. Your scholarship would liberate me from financial anxiety, allowing full immersion in Auckland’s media community—participating in the New Zealand Media Council’s ethics workshops, contributing to Radio New Zealand Pacific’s digital initiatives during my practicum, and collaborating with the Auckland Arts Festival on cultural coverage projects. I’ve already secured a conditional internship with The Guardian's Asia-Pacific team through their "Emerging Voices" program, contingent on completing this degree in Auckland.
My vision as a journalist extends far beyond personal achievement. Upon graduation, I plan to establish the "Aotearoa-Nepal Narrative Exchange," a bilingual platform (Nepali and Māori) amplifying stories of Pacific diaspora communities in South Asia and Nepalese migrants in Aotearoa. This initiative will draw directly from the methodologies I’ll learn at the University of Auckland—particularly their community-centered reporting framework that prioritizes co-creation over extraction. In an era of rising misinformation, I believe New Zealand’s approach to journalism—where media ethics are grounded in tikanga Māori principles like whanaungatanga (relationship-building) and kaitiakitanga (stewardship)—offers a global blueprint. As a journalist trained in Auckland, I aim to bring these values back to South Asia, transforming how marginalized communities are represented in both local and international media.
The University of Auckland’s commitment to "knowledge for the world" resonates powerfully with my journalistic philosophy. During my research visit last year, I attended a panel featuring Māori journalists discussing their work on the Ngāti Porou iwi-led documentary "Te Whakarauora: The Resilience Project." Their emphasis on storytelling as an act of restoration, not just reporting, mirrored my own ethical compass. This scholarship would enable me to join that tradition—becoming a journalist who doesn’t just observe communities but actively contributes to their narratives through respectful collaboration. I am confident that New Zealand Auckland provides the exact environment where this evolution can occur: a city where the Waitematā Harbour’s rhythm is matched only by the pulse of its diverse media ecosystem.
I recognize that journalism in New Zealand Auckland operates at an extraordinary intersection of tradition and innovation. As a journalist, I am not merely seeking to learn techniques but to internalize the cultural intelligence required for responsible storytelling in multicultural societies. The scholarship will empower me to fully participate in this ecosystem—from attending Te Papa’s "Stories of Us" exhibitions on Pacific migration to working with the Māori Television Network’s youth development program. My ultimate goal is not just to be a journalist, but to become a bridge-builder who ensures that every story honors its people as much as it informs its audience.
Thank you for considering this Scholarship Application Letter and my commitment to advancing journalism through the lens of cultural respect. I am eager to contribute my perspective from South Asia while learning from New Zealand’s pioneering media traditions. The University of Auckland is the only institution where I can develop into the journalist this global moment demands—a storyteller who understands that in Aotearoa, as in Nepal, every narrative holds the power to heal and unite.
Sincerely,
[Your Full Name]
Future Journalist | Advocate for Ethical Storytelling
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