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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
Date: October 26, 2023
The Scholarship Committee
Indonesian Judicial Academy (Akademi Ilmu Hukum)
Jl. Medan Merdeka Barat No. 8, Jakarta Pusat 10110
Republic of Indonesia
Subject: Application for Judicial Excellence Scholarship Program in Indonesia Jakarta
Dear Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
I am writing to express my profound aspiration to become a distinguished judicial officer serving the people of Indonesia, with a specific focus on contributing to the integrity and accessibility of justice within Jakarta, the nation's political and legal epicenter. As an ambitious law graduate from Universitas Padjadjaran with honors in Legal Studies (GPA: 3.85/4.00), I am formally applying for the prestigious Judicial Excellence Scholarship Program offered through your esteemed institution to advance my professional development toward a career as a presiding judge within Indonesia's judicial system.
My commitment to judicial service stems from witnessing systemic inequities during my legal internship at Jakarta's State Court (Pengadilan Negeri Jakarta Pusat). I observed how complex procedural barriers disproportionately affected low-income litigants in the capital city, often leading to prolonged cases and diminished access to justice. This experience crystallized my mission: to become a judge who actively dismantles these obstacles through innovative judicial approaches while upholding the constitutional mandate of Article 24A of Indonesia's 1945 Constitution which guarantees "the right to have a fair trial." Jakarta, as both the nation's capital and home to over 10 million residents navigating its complex legal landscape, represents the critical front for this mission.
My academic journey has prepared me for this responsibility. I completed a thesis on "Judicial Discretion in Commercial Disputes: A Comparative Study of Jakarta and Singapore," which was published in the Journal of Indonesian Legal Studies (Vol. 15, Issue 3). My research demonstrated how culturally contextualized judicial decision-making could enhance both efficiency and public trust—findings I presented at the National Judicial Conference held at Jakarta's Supreme Court Complex in 2022. Furthermore, my proficiency in Bahasa Indonesia, English (IELTS: 8.0), and Sundanese enables me to bridge communication gaps across Jakarta's diverse communities from Menteng to Ciputat.
The Judicial Excellence Scholarship Program is precisely the catalyst I require to elevate my capabilities beyond academic achievement. This scholarship will fund my participation in the Advanced Judicial Training Module at Indonesia's National Judicial Institute (Badan Pengembangan Peradilan) in Jakarta—a program that combines courtroom simulation with ethics training under the mentorship of Chief Justice Suhartoyo and esteemed judges from the Supreme Court. I specifically require financial support for: 1) The comprehensive curriculum fees, 2) Accommodations near Jakarta's Central Judicial Complex to ensure consistent participation, and 3) Materials addressing Indonesia's evolving legal frameworks including digital evidence procedures under Electronic Transaction Law (UU ITE). Without this scholarship, I would be unable to pursue this critical phase of judicial preparation due to current financial constraints.
My vision extends beyond personal advancement. As a future judge in Jakarta, I intend to establish community legal hubs within underserved neighborhoods like Kampung Melayu and Cilincing—collaborating with local NGOs such as YLPI (Yayasan Lembaga Bantuan Hukum Indonesia) to provide free judicial literacy workshops. This initiative will directly address the 68% of Jakarta residents who lack awareness of their legal rights according to the 2022 National Legal Awareness Survey. My scholarship would thus amplify its impact by enabling me to implement a pilot program during my training, creating measurable outcomes before assuming judicial duties.
What distinguishes my application is my documented commitment to judicial ethics. I co-founded "Matahari Keadilan" (Sun of Justice), an annual pro bono legal assistance project serving 500+ Jakarta residents annually through partnerships with the Jakarta Legal Aid Agency. Recently, I mediated a complex land dispute between two community cooperatives in East Jakarta that had been stalled for three years—a case later cited by the Supreme Court as a model for alternative dispute resolution in urban settings. These experiences have instilled in me the core judicial virtues: impartiality, transparency, and compassion—values epitomized by Chief Justice Suharso's leadership at Indonesia's Supreme Court.
Indonesia Jakarta represents a unique crucible for judicial innovation. As the nation's capital faces unprecedented challenges—from urban migration pressures to cybercrime surges—the judiciary must evolve rapidly. My training through this scholarship will position me to contribute meaningfully to the National Judicial Reform Roadmap 2023-2030, particularly its pillar on "Judicial Accessibility in Metropolitan Areas." I envision leveraging technology like the newly implemented Electronic Court System (Sistem Peradilan Berbasis Elektronik) to reduce case backlogs that currently average 18 months for civil disputes in Jakarta's regional courts.
I recognize that the role of a judge transcends legal interpretation—it embodies societal trust. In Jakarta, where cultural diversity meets modernization at breakneck speed, this trust is especially fragile yet vital. The Judicial Excellence Scholarship will equip me with the specialized skills to navigate this complexity while remaining grounded in Indonesia's constitutional values and local nuances. Upon completion of the program, I will serve as a judge at Jakarta's District Court (Pengadilan Negeri), dedicating my career to ensuring justice is not merely administered but experienced as accessible, equitable, and transformative for all citizens—particularly those from Jakarta's periphery who remain most vulnerable to systemic gaps.
My academic record, community impact in Jakarta's legal landscape, and unwavering commitment to judicial excellence uniquely position me to maximize this scholarship opportunity. I am prepared to commit 100% of my focus during the training period and will actively contribute as a peer mentor upon completion. Thank you for considering my application with the gravity it deserves—a step toward building a more just Jakarta, one case at a time.
Respectfully submitted,
John Aditya Surya
Legal Studies Graduate (Honors), Universitas Padjadjaran
Email: john.surya@unpad.ac.id | Phone: +62 812-3456-7890
Jalan Mangga Besar No. 45, Jakarta Pusat 10230, Indonesia
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