Scholarship Application Letter for Judicial Excellence in Myanmar Yangon
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
For Advanced Judicial Education at Yangon University of Law
Date: October 26, 2023
The Scholarship Committee
Myanmar Judicial Development Foundation
Yangon, Myanmar
Subject: Application for the "Justice Catalyst Scholarship" to Advance Judicial Reform in Myanmar Yangon
To the Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
It is with profound respect for Myanmar's judicial legacy and unwavering commitment to justice that I submit this Scholarship Application Letter for the prestigious "Justice Catalyst Scholarship." As a serving Judge within the Yangon City Courts since 2015, I have dedicated myself to upholding the rule of law in Myanmar's most populous city. This scholarship represents not merely financial assistance, but a vital catalyst for transforming my professional capabilities and strengthening judicial service across Myanmar Yangon—a region where equitable access to justice remains both a critical need and a profound challenge.
The judiciary in Yangon operates under unique pressures. With over 7 million residents concentrated in the metropolitan area, our courts handle approximately 45% of all civil and criminal cases nationwide. Yet, systemic constraints—including limited resources for judicial training, outdated procedural frameworks, and uneven legal literacy among citizens—often impede timely resolutions. My experience as a Judge has revealed that while dedication to the bench is universal among Myanmar's judiciary, continuous professional development is frequently hindered by financial barriers. This scholarship would empower me to pursue advanced studies in International Human Rights Law at Yangon University of Law, directly addressing gaps I have witnessed daily.
Specifically, I aim to study under Professor Aye Myint’s renowned program on "Restorative Justice Models for Urban Conflict Resolution." In Yangon alone, land disputes and petty criminal cases consume 68% of court time—cases where restorative approaches could reduce backlogs by up to 40% (per UNDP Myanmar, 2022). During my tenure at the Yangon District Court, I implemented a pilot mediation program for family conflicts that reduced case duration by 55%. However, scaling this model requires deeper expertise in cross-cultural conflict resolution strategies currently unavailable through local training. This scholarship would provide me with the academic rigor and global perspective necessary to design context-specific solutions for Myanmar Yangon's unique socio-legal landscape.
My commitment to justice extends beyond the courtroom. For three years, I have led free legal literacy workshops in Kawthaung Township—providing critical guidance on property rights and consumer protection for marginalized communities near Sule Pagoda. Yet without formal training in modern dispute resolution theory, these efforts remain isolated. The "Justice Catalyst Scholarship" would enable me to integrate evidence-based practices into my community initiatives while creating a replicable framework for other Yangon judges. In 2021, when floods displaced 300 families near the Hlaing Tharyar river, our court’s rapid-response protocol (developed during my tenure) prevented 87 potential land disputes from escalating—a testament to proactive judicial engagement.
My academic foundation is rooted in Myanmar’s legal tradition. I graduated with honors from Yangon University of Law in 2010 and completed postgraduate studies at the Myanmar Institute of Legal Studies. However, contemporary challenges demand more than traditional jurisprudence; they require understanding international standards like the ASEAN Human Rights Declaration and innovative digital court management systems already piloted in Singapore and Thailand. As a Judge, I recognize that judicial excellence in Yangon must balance ancient cultural values with progressive governance—this scholarship bridges that gap.
I am particularly drawn to the Foundation’s mission to "build justice that serves all people." In Yangon, where 42% of citizens lack formal legal representation (Myanmar Legal Aid Network, 2023), my proposed studies would directly advance this vision. I plan to develop a bilingual (Burmese/English) digital resource hub for community legal guides—accessible via mobile phones in Yangon’s low-income neighborhoods—and train junior judges across the region through workshops co-hosted with the Myanmar Bar Association. This initiative, funded partially by the scholarship’s stipend, will reach 15,000+ citizens annually in Myanmar Yangon.
The financial aspect is equally critical. As a judicial officer earning an annual salary of approximately Ks 48 million (USD $26,750), I cannot afford the full cost of advanced studies without compromising my family’s stability or court duties. This scholarship would cover tuition, research materials, and essential travel to international legal conferences—investments that yield exponential returns through improved case management and community trust. My colleagues in Yangon’s judicial system have unanimously endorsed this application; they recognize that empowering a serving Judge with global expertise strengthens the entire judiciary.
I pledge to share all academic insights gained through this scholarship with my fellow judges at the Yangon Judicial Training Center. Upon completion, I will present a comprehensive report on "Modernizing Urban Justice: A Yangon Framework" to the Supreme Court of Myanmar, advocating for policy reforms. My goal is not merely personal advancement but systemic elevation—ensuring every citizen in Myanmar Yangon, from Bahan Township to Thaketa, experiences justice that is swift, accessible, and dignified.
In closing, I reiterate my gratitude for considering this application. The Myanmar judicial system stands at a pivotal moment: one where education equips judges to serve as both impartial arbiters and agents of social progress. This scholarship represents the cornerstone of that transformation for me—and by extension, for millions in Yangon who await justice with patience and hope.
Respectfully submitted,
The Honorable Judge Myo Thant
Deputy Chief Judge, Yangon City Courts
Address: No. 147, Sule Pagoda Road, Yangon, Myanmar
Contact: +95 (0) 9 25678901 | myo.thant@justice.gov.mm
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