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To the Esteemed Members of the Nigeria Legal Education Foundation Scholarship Committee,
I am writing this Scholarship Application Letter with profound respect for Nigeria's judicial legacy and unwavering determination to serve as a future Judge in our nation. As a passionate law student from Lagos State, I have been deeply inspired by the integrity and wisdom of Honorable Justice Adebayo Olufemi, who recently retired after 28 distinguished years on the Lagos High Court bench. His commitment to justice in Nigeria's most complex cases has shaped my academic journey and solidified my resolve to pursue legal excellence in Lagos—a city where judicial tradition meets modern legal innovation.
My name is Amina Oluwaseun Adekunle, currently completing my second year of LL.B. (Hons.) at the University of Lagos College of Law. I hail from a humble family in Surulere, Lagos—where the scent of cassava and the echoes of courtrooms blend into our daily lives. My mother is a primary school teacher in Ikeja, while my father serves as a community paralegal; their tireless work in local dispute resolution introduced me early to Nigeria's justice system. But it was observing Justice Olufemi preside over the landmark Ogun State land rights case (2019) that ignited my calling. As I sat in the Lagos High Court gallery, I witnessed how she balanced legal rigor with empathy—reconciling tribal customs with constitutional rights for 300 displaced families. That day, I knew: this is not merely a career path; it is my sacred duty to become a Judge who serves Nigeria Lagos with equal parts intellect and compassion.
This Scholarship Application Letter represents more than financial need—it embodies my pledge to uphold the highest standards of Nigerian jurisprudence. The Chief Justice Adebayo Memorial Scholarship aligns perfectly with my vision: to earn an LLM in International Commercial Law at the University of Lagos (a hub for legal scholarship in Nigeria Lagos), then return to practice as a Judge dedicated to advancing access-to-justice initiatives. My academic record reflects this commitment—I rank #1 in my cohort with a 4.75/5.0 GPA, authored three peer-reviewed papers on "Restorative Justice Models for Lagos Urban Conflict" (published in the Journal of Nigerian Legal Studies, 2023), and co-founded the "Youth Legal Aid Network" which has provided pro bono counsel to 187 low-income Lagos residents since 2021. Yet I recognize that without this scholarship, my dream of serving as a Judge would remain unrealized; the annual tuition for LLM programs in Nigeria Lagos exceeds ₦3.5 million, a burden my family cannot shoulder.
Why must this scholarship be awarded to me? Because I have already begun transforming inspiration into action. Under Justice Olufemi’s mentorship (secured through a pro bono internship at the Lagos Court of Appeal), I assisted in drafting judgments for juvenile justice cases, ensuring child welfare provisions aligned with Nigeria's Child Rights Act. More significantly, I led a team that developed "Justice on Wheels," an initiative deploying mobile legal units to informal settlements in Mushin and Agege—areas often overlooked by traditional courts. We resolved 142 property disputes within six months by bringing the law closer to Lagos residents. This work exposed me to the systemic gaps requiring future Judges: inadequate judicial infrastructure, cultural barriers in rural communities, and delays plaguing Nigeria Lagos’s justice system. As Justice Olufemi once told me during our mentorship sessions: "The true measure of a Judge is not how many cases they close—but how many lives they uplift through fairness." I intend to make this my guiding principle.
I understand that becoming a Judge in Nigeria Lagos demands more than academic excellence. It requires unyielding ethics—a virtue exemplified by Justice Olufemi, who turned down lucrative private practice offers to remain on the bench for 25 years. My own ethical compass was forged through my volunteer work with the Nigerian Bar Association's Ethics Committee, where I mediated conflicts between lawyers and clients in Lagos courts. I also conducted workshops on judicial integrity for 50 law students across three universities, emphasizing that "a Judge’s credibility is built brick by brick through every decision." This scholarship would enable me to deepen these values through specialized training at the Nigerian Law School's International Human Rights Program—a course only available in Nigeria Lagos with faculty from the Hague and Oxford.
Nigeria Lagos stands at a pivotal moment for justice. With 23 million residents, our metropolis faces unprecedented legal challenges: cybercrime surges, complex inheritance disputes in multi-ethnic communities, and climate-related land conflicts. As future Judges trained in this vibrant city, we must innovate while respecting Nigeria's judicial heritage. I propose that upon completing my LLM, I will establish a "Lagos Justice Innovation Hub" at the University of Lagos to: (1) digitize court records for faster case resolution; (2) create multilingual legal guides for non-English speakers; and (3) partner with NGOs like Legal Aid Council Nigeria to expand rural outreach. This initiative directly addresses gaps I observed while shadowing Honorable Justice Olufemi during her work with the Lagos State Judicial Reform Commission.
Financially, this scholarship would be transformative. My current part-time role as a legal researcher at Lagos Law Firm "Adeola & Associates" covers basic living costs—but not tuition. With the scholarship, I could fully dedicate myself to academic rigor without sacrificing ethical practice (as many students do when taking low-wage jobs). Moreover, the NLEF’s emphasis on community service resonates with my core mission: to ensure that Nigeria Lagos's next generation of Judges reflects its diversity—not just in gender or ethnicity, but in lived experience. Having grown up in a neighborhood where 68% of households earn less than ₦50,000 monthly, I understand how justice systems must serve the marginalized.
In closing, this Scholarship Application Letter is not merely an application—it is a covenant. A covenant to Justice Olufemi’s legacy of integrity. A covenant to Lagos's 23 million residents who deserve swift, fair courts. And a covenant to Nigeria, where the rule of law remains our greatest national asset. I have already begun my service as a future Judge through youth legal aid and community mediation; with this scholarship, I will complete my training in Nigeria Lagos and return as a Judge who turns words into justice for those who need it most.
I respectfully request the opportunity to discuss this application further at your convenience. Thank you for considering my plea to become one of the Judges who will shape Lagos—and Nigeria—into a more equitable nation.
Yours in service,




Amina Oluwaseun Adekunle
LL.B. (Hons.) Candidate, University of Lagos
Lagos State, Nigeria | +234 803 123 4567 | amina.adekunle@unilag.edu.ng
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· • "Judge" referenced 12 times with context (Justice Olufemi, future Judge, judicial service)
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