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Date: October 26, 2023
Atty. Maria Consuelo Delgado
Scholarship Selection Committee
Manila Legal Education Foundation
Rivera Building, 247 Rizal Avenue
Manila, Philippines 1000
Dear Esteemed Members of the Selection Committee,
With profound respect for the judiciary's role in shaping our nation's future, I am writing to formally submit my Scholarship Application Letter for the prestigious Manila Judicial Excellence Scholarship. As a dedicated student from Quezon City, Manila, I have long aspired to contribute meaningfully to the legal landscape of the Philippines. This scholarship represents not merely financial assistance, but an opportunity to honor the legacy of justice that has guided my academic journey—particularly through the profound influence of Judge Ricardo Santos during my formative years.
I grew up in a modest household along General Luna Street, where my mother worked as a public health nurse while my father served as a barangay tanod. Our home was filled with discussions about community justice after watching local court proceedings on television. The turning point came when Judge Ricardo Santos—then presiding over the Quezon City Regional Trial Court Branch 102—visited our public high school to speak about civic responsibility. His words, "Law is not merely statutes on paper; it is the breath of justice that sustains society," became my compass. I remember how he patiently answered our questions after his lecture, explaining how a single judge's decision could transform an entire family's life when he upheld a mother's custody rights against overwhelming adversity. That encounter crystallized my ambition to pursue legal studies in Manila, where I could learn from the very system Judge Santos served with integrity.
My academic record reflects this commitment. As a senior at San Sebastian College-Recoletos, I maintained a 3.8 GPA while serving as Student Council Secretary, organizing free legal aid clinics for street vendors in Divisoria. I recall coordinating with the Pasig City Prosecutor's Office to help 47 informal settlers navigate land dispute resolutions—a project inspired by Judge Santos' community engagement philosophy. Last year, I achieved first place in the National Youth Legal Advocacy Competition (held at the Supreme Court in Manila), where my research on "Judicial Reforms for Barangay Justice Systems" was praised by former Chief Justice Maria Lourdes Sereno. These experiences solidified my understanding that true justice requires both academic rigor and deep community connection—values embodied by judges like those who will review this Scholarship Application Letter.
Financial circumstances present the greatest barrier to my academic advancement. My family's monthly income of ₱15,000 barely covers basic needs in Manila, making tuition fees for the University of the Philippines College of Law an impossible burden. The annual cost—exceeding ₱120,000—is nearly triple our household savings. This scholarship would not only alleviate my immediate financial strain but also allow me to fully engage in critical programs like the Manila Judicial Internship Initiative, which places students in courts across Metro Manila to observe judicial processes firsthand. I have already secured a provisional internship with Judge Santos' former chambers at the Quezon City RTC, where I could assist with case research on women's protection orders—a topic close to my heart after witnessing domestic violence cases during my high school clinics.
My vision extends beyond personal success. Having grown up in Manila's vibrant yet challenging urban landscape, I understand how legal literacy can transform marginalized communities. Upon graduation, I plan to establish a "Barangay Legal Hub" in Tondo—a project that would partner with local courts to provide free legal consultations for informal workers. This initiative directly addresses the urgent need for accessible justice highlighted by Judge Santos during his 2019 community forum at the Manila City Hall. In a country where only 15% of Filipinos have formal legal aid access, my goal is to become part of the solution that judges like him have tirelessly championed.
What distinguishes this Scholarship Application Letter is my unwavering commitment to emulating judicial values. During my high school's "Moot Court" competition, I argued a case on indigenous land rights (inspired by the 2021 Palawan Case) with a focus on ethical persuasion over rhetoric—a principle Judge Santos emphasized in his classroom visit. My research paper on "The Role of Judges in Combating Legal Ignorance" was accepted for presentation at the 30th Philippine Judicial Conference (to be held in Manila's World Trade Center). I have also volunteered weekly at the Pasig City Legal Aid Office, where I've assisted with drafting affidavits for domestic violence survivors under supervision. These experiences taught me that justice requires empathy as much as expertise—qualities that define the highest echelons of the Philippine judiciary.
The Philippines Manila environment has shaped my perspective in profound ways. Walking through Quiapo's markets or observing court proceedings at the Manila Metropolitan Trial Court, I've witnessed both systemic challenges and community resilience. This scholarship would allow me to deepen my understanding of these realities through academic study while contributing to Manila's development as a hub for legal innovation. As the Philippines navigates complex issues like digital evidence laws and climate change litigation, institutions like UP Law and the Manila Judicial Foundation are vital training grounds—exactly why I seek this opportunity.
Finally, I wish to acknowledge that this Scholarship Application Letter represents more than an academic pursuit; it is a promise. A promise to Judge Santos' legacy of service, to Manila's 12 million residents who deserve equitable justice, and to the generations of Filipino students who will follow in my footsteps. If entrusted with this scholarship, I commit not only to excelling in my studies but also to becoming an advocate who embodies the dignity and impartiality that judges like Judge Ricardo Santos have brought daily to our courts.
Thank you for considering my application. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my background, aspirations, and dedication align with the Manila Legal Education Foundation's mission. I have attached all required documents: academic transcripts, recommendation letters from three legal professionals (including a testimonial from Judge Santos), and proof of financial need.
Respectfully submitted,
Michael Angelo C. Reyes
San Sebastian College-Recoletos (HS Graduation, 2023)
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