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Selection Committee
Justice for All Scholarship Fund
Legal Aid Foundation of India
Mumbai, Maharashtra 400 001
Subject: Scholarship Application for Legal Education to Become a Social Justice Lawyer in India Mumbai
Dear Esteemed Members of the Selection Committee,
I am writing this Scholarship Application Letter with profound enthusiasm to apply for the prestigious Justice for All Scholarship, which will enable me to complete my legal education at the prestigious Symbiosis Law School in Pune while deepening my commitment to social justice advocacy in India Mumbai. As a first-generation law student from a modest background in Mumbai’s suburban slums, I have witnessed firsthand how systemic inequality denies justice to marginalized communities—particularly women, Dalit families, and migrant laborers navigating India's complex legal landscape. My journey toward becoming a Lawyer has been fueled by the urgent need to transform this reality through equitable legal representation.
My academic foundation began at Mumbai University’s Government College in Thane, where I graduated with honors (85%) in Political Science, consistently ranking among the top 5% of my batch. During my undergraduate studies, I volunteered with the Mumbai Legal Aid Society, assisting in drafting petitions for domestic violence cases before the Bombay High Court. One case remains etched in my memory: a single mother from Dharavi who had been evicted by her landlord despite possessing valid tenancy documents. Through meticulous legal research and community mobilization under the guidance of Senior Advocate Ms. Meera Desai, we secured a favorable order that restored her housing rights. This experience crystallized my resolve to pursue law—not as an academic discipline, but as a tool for transformative social change in India Mumbai.
Currently enrolled in the LL.B program at Symbiosis Law School (affiliated with Symbiosis International University), I maintain a 3.9/4.0 CGPA while actively participating in the school’s Human Rights Cell and Moot Court Society. In our recent "Urban Poverty and Legal Access" moot, I led a team that developed an innovative framework for simplifying land dispute resolutions in Mumbai's informal settlements—a model later adopted by the Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai for pilot implementation. My research on Section 304A of the Indian Penal Code (causing death by negligence) has been published in the Mumbai Journal of Legal Studies, advocating for stricter accountability in workplace safety violations that disproportionately affect construction laborers—a sector employing over 1.2 million people across India Mumbai.
My financial circumstances necessitate this scholarship to continue my education without compromising my commitment to public service. My father, a rickshaw-puller earning ₹8,500 monthly in Mumbai’s crowded streets, supports three siblings and me. While I work part-time at a legal aid clinic near Dadar station (₹12,000/month), the annual tuition fee of ₹3.2 lakhs—combined with living expenses in Mumbai’s high-cost urban environment—creates an insurmountable barrier to my academic progression. Without this scholarship, I would be forced to abandon my studies and join the ranks of India's 5 million unrepresented citizens who navigate courts without legal counsel, as reported by the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA).
My vision extends beyond personal achievement. I aim to establish a non-profit legal clinic in Mumbai’s Chembur neighborhood specializing in tenant rights and labor justice—addressing critical gaps highlighted during my internships at the Maharashtra State Legal Services Authority. My proposed model integrates mobile legal aid units that operate through community centers, collaborating with local NGOs like Snehakunj Ashram to provide free consultations. Having observed how 68% of Mumbai’s working poor face employment disputes (as per NCAER 2022), I am determined to become a Lawyer who bridges the chasm between India's progressive legal framework and the daily struggles of its most vulnerable citizens. This scholarship will directly fund my final year's fieldwork in designing this clinic’s operational blueprint.
What distinguishes me as a candidate is not merely academic excellence, but an unbroken commitment to Mumbai’s social fabric. During the 2022 monsoon floods, I co-organized a relief drive with 50 law students from Jai Hind College, distributing legal aid kits to stranded families in Govandi while documenting property damage cases for insurance claims. This initiative—featured in Times of India’s "Mumbai Resilience" series—demonstrated my ability to mobilize resources and collaborate across community institutions. As a Mumbai native, I understand that justice cannot be delivered from ivory towers; it must emerge from the alleys of Chembur and the docks of Nhava Sheva where Mumbai’s true heartbeat resides.
I have attached comprehensive documentation including my academic transcripts, recommendation letters from Justice S. K. Singh (Retd., Bombay High Court) and Ms. Priya Joshi (Director, Mumbai Legal Aid Society), and proof of financial need. My goal transcends becoming a Lawyer in India Mumbai—it is to cultivate an ecosystem where the law serves as the bedrock of dignity for all citizens, regardless of their socioeconomic position. The Justice for All Scholarship represents more than financial support; it is an investment in creating a new generation of lawyers who see Mumbai not as a city of stark contrasts, but as a canvas for equitable justice.
As I prepare to take the bar exam next year, I remain steadfast in my mission. With this scholarship, I will not only complete my education but emerge as an advocate who embodies the very spirit of legal service that your foundation champions. Thank you for considering my Scholarship Application Letter with the gravity it deserves—a document that represents years of struggle, hope, and unwavering dedication to making India Mumbai a more just society.
With deepest respect and anticipation,
Ananya Sharma
Final Year LL.B Student (2023-2024)
Symbiosis Law School, Pune
Mumbai, Maharashtra
Email: ananya.sharma@sls.edu.in | Phone: +91 98765 43210
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