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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
For Advanced Legal Studies at Qatar University, Doha
Dr. Fatima Al-Thani
Scholarship Committee Chairman
Qatar University, College of Law
Doha, State of Qatar
Date: October 26, 2023
Subject: Formal Application for the Qatar Legal Excellence Scholarship to Pursue Advanced Studies in International Law and Human Rights
Dear Dr. Al-Thani and Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
It is with profound respect for Qatar's unwavering commitment to legal excellence, judicial innovation, and human rights advancement that I formally submit my application for the Qatar Legal Excellence Scholarship. As an ambitious law student from Jordan with a steadfast dedication to becoming a transformative legal professional in the Gulf region, I am writing to express my earnest desire to pursue advanced studies at Qatar University's prestigious College of Law in Doha. This scholarship represents not merely an academic opportunity, but a strategic investment in my capacity to contribute meaningfully to Qatar's evolving legal landscape and its vision for regional leadership.
My academic journey has been meticulously structured around preparing for the complex legal challenges facing modern societies, particularly within the Middle East context. Graduating at the top 5% of my class from the University of Jordan's Faculty of Law with a specialization in International Humanitarian Law, I have consistently demonstrated exceptional analytical capabilities and commitment to justice. My thesis, "The Implementation of International Human Rights Norms in Post-Conflict Societies: Case Studies from Syria and Yemen," earned departmental commendation for its practical implications for regional stability. However, I recognize that true legal mastery requires immersion in environments where international law intersects with dynamic socio-political frameworks—precisely what Doha offers through Qatar University's unique academic ecosystem.
The decision to pursue my master's studies specifically in Qatar Doha stems from the nation's exceptional position as a global hub for legal innovation. Unlike traditional law schools, Qatar University’s College of Law integrates cutting-edge research with practical applications through partnerships with the International Court of Justice, the Gulf Cooperation Council Secretariat, and Qatar's own Judicial Authority. The university’s specialized program in "International Legal Frameworks for Sustainable Development" aligns precisely with my research focus on human rights mechanisms in conflict resolution—a field where Qatar has emerged as a pivotal mediator. Moreover, Doha’s strategic location positions it at the heart of international legal discourse, hosting the annual Qatar International Arbitration Forum and fostering connections with institutions like the International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID). Studying in this environment would allow me to learn directly from practitioners shaping global legal standards while contributing to Qatar's mission as a center for peaceful dispute resolution.
My professional aspiration extends far beyond personal achievement. I envision establishing a legal practice in Doha that bridges Arab customary law with international human rights frameworks, particularly serving marginalized communities affected by regional displacement. Having volunteered with the Jordanian Red Crescent during the Syrian refugee crisis, I witnessed firsthand how nuanced legal understanding can transform humanitarian outcomes. Qatar's progressive reforms—including its 2019 amendments to labor laws protecting migrant workers and its pioneering work on digital privacy regulations—provide an ideal laboratory for this mission. By studying under Professor Ahmed Al-Muhannadi’s research group on "Law and Migration in the Arab World" at Qatar University, I will develop the expertise to advocate for equitable legal systems that honor both cultural context and universal rights—a vision deeply aligned with Qatar's National Vision 2030.
Financial constraints present a significant barrier to my academic progression. As an international student from a modest background, my family’s resources cannot cover the full tuition and living expenses for advanced legal studies abroad. The Qatar Legal Excellence Scholarship would remove this obstacle while recognizing my potential as an emerging advocate for justice. This investment would enable me to: (1) Engage fully in Qatar University's mandatory externship with Doha's Commercial Court, gaining hands-on experience with the Gulf's fastest-growing legal sector; (2) Participate in the university’s partnership with Harvard Law School’s Human Rights Program; and (3) Contribute to ongoing research on women's rights reforms in Qatari family law—a field where my background as a female lawyer-in-training provides unique perspective. My financial need is substantiated by my family's annual income of approximately $12,000 USD, placing us below the World Bank poverty line for Jordanian families.
What distinguishes Qatar Doha as my academic destination is its seamless integration of tradition and progress—a duality I am uniquely positioned to navigate. Having served as a legal intern at Jordan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs, where I drafted policy briefs on Arab League human rights mechanisms, I understand the delicate balance between preserving cultural heritage and embracing legal modernization. Qatar’s approach to this balance—evident in its adoption of international arbitration frameworks while maintaining Sharia-informed family law—resonates with my philosophical foundation as a future lawyer. The scholarship would allow me to immerse myself in this environment, learning from faculty like Dr. Laila Al-Mansoori who leads the university’s award-winning research on "Gender Justice in Islamic Legal Systems."
I am acutely aware that Qatar's legal community has become a beacon of innovation through initiatives like the Doha Center for International Law, which hosted 37 international conferences last year. My presence as a scholarship recipient would not merely be a beneficiary of this ecosystem but an active contributor. I propose to launch an academic journal focusing on "Arab Perspectives on International Human Rights" during my studies, collaborating with Qatar University’s research centers to amplify voices often excluded from Western-dominated legal discourse. This initiative directly supports the university's strategic goal of positioning Doha as the Middle East’s premier intellectual capital for legal scholarship.
As a future lawyer committed to ethical practice, I recognize that law is not merely about statutes—it is about people. In Doha, where the judiciary has pioneered restorative justice models in labor disputes and where women constitute 40% of legal professionals at senior levels, I find a community that shares this vision. The Qatar Legal Excellence Scholarship represents more than financial aid; it offers me the opportunity to become part of a movement redefining legal practice in our region. With this support, I will honor Qatar's trust through rigorous scholarship, active community engagement within Doha’s legal networks, and a lifelong commitment to advancing justice that serves both individuals and society.
Thank you for considering my application. I have attached all required documentation including academic transcripts, letters of recommendation from Professor Hassan Al-Khaled (Chair of Jordanian Law Society) and Judge Noura Al-Thani (Chief Justice, Amman Court), and a detailed research proposal. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my vision aligns with Qatar University’s mission during an interview at your convenience.
Sincerely,
Ahmed Al-Saud
Current Student, Faculty of Law
University of Jordan, Amman, Jordan
Email: a.al-saud@ju.edu.jo | Phone: +962 7 9876 5432
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