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October 26, 2023
Admissions Committee
Global Legal Excellence Scholarship Program
Seoul National University Law School
Songpa-gu, Seoul, South Korea
Dear Esteemed Members of the Admissions Committee,
It is with profound enthusiasm and unwavering dedication that I submit my Scholarship Application Letter for the Global Legal Excellence Scholarship at Seoul National University Law School. As an aspiring Lawyer committed to advancing international legal frameworks and human rights advocacy, I have long envisioned pursuing advanced legal education in South Korea's dynamic capital city, Seoul—a global hub where tradition seamlessly converges with innovation. This Scholarship Application Letter serves not merely as a formal request but as a testament to my deep-seated commitment to becoming a transformative Lawyer whose work bridges cultures and upholds justice on an international scale.
My academic journey has been meticulously shaped by a fascination with comparative legal systems and cross-cultural dispute resolution. Having completed my LL.B. at the University of Melbourne, I immersed myself in courses examining East Asian legal traditions, international trade law, and human rights jurisprudence. My thesis on "Korean Corporate Governance Reforms: Implications for International Investment Law" ignited my passion for South Korea's rapidly evolving legal landscape. I recognized that Seoul stands at the epicenter of this transformation—a city where landmark legislation like the Foreign Investment Promotion Act and progressive labor reforms are reshaping global business practices. This realization solidified my resolve to pursue advanced studies in South Korea Seoul, where I can engage directly with the institutions driving these changes.
Why South Korea? Why Seoul? The answer lies in Seoul’s unique position as both a legal innovator and a cultural bridge between East Asia and the global community. As I researched potential institutions, I was particularly impressed by Seoul National University Law School’s reputation for pioneering research in international arbitration, intellectual property law, and digital governance—areas critical to my professional aspirations. The university’s strategic partnerships with the International Court of Arbitration in Singapore and its Korean Legal Aid Center demonstrate a tangible commitment to real-world impact. Moreover, residing in Seoul allows me to immerse myself in the city’s legal ecosystem: attending lectures at the Korean Bar Association, observing proceedings at the Seoul High Court, and networking with professionals navigating South Korea’s intricate relationship with international bodies like the WTO. This proximity is invaluable for any aspiring Lawyer seeking to understand how legal theory translates into practice within a rapidly globalizing society.
My professional experience further underscores my readiness for this scholarship. For two years, I served as a Legal Intern at the International Justice Project in Bangkok, where I assisted in drafting amicus curiae briefs on transnational human rights cases involving Asian nations. One pivotal moment involved collaborating with South Korean legal experts to analyze the implications of Korea’s recent Privacy Act amendments on multinational data flows—a project that highlighted how Seoul’s regulatory approaches influence global standards. This experience taught me that effective legal practice requires cultural fluency, and I am eager to deepen this understanding through firsthand engagement in South Korea Seoul. I aim to specialize in international commercial law, particularly within the context of the Korea-ASEAN Free Trade Agreement, where Korean legal expertise is increasingly sought after by businesses across Southeast Asia.
The Global Legal Excellence Scholarship represents far more than financial support; it is an investment in my capacity to contribute meaningfully to South Korea's legal community and beyond. Currently, I face significant financial constraints that would otherwise limit my ability to fully engage with Seoul National University’s rigorous curriculum and extracurricular opportunities—such as the International Dispute Resolution Moot Court Competition or the East Asia Legal Workshop series. With this scholarship, I will be able to focus entirely on academic excellence while actively participating in initiatives like the Korean-American Young Lawyers Association, fostering cross-border legal collaboration. Critically, this support would enable me to contribute my perspectives on comparative law during faculty research projects, enriching Seoul National University’s global outlook.
Looking ahead, I envision a career where I serve as a Lawyer bridging gaps between Korean businesses and international partners through ethically grounded legal counsel. My long-term goal is to establish an NGO in my home country (the Philippines) that leverages South Korea Seoul's expertise in regulatory compliance to assist small enterprises navigating global markets—a direct extension of the knowledge I will gain from this program. I am particularly inspired by Professor Kim’s recent publication on "Korean Model of Sustainable Trade Law," which exemplifies the kind of innovative scholarship I aspire to produce. This scholarship would empower me to build those connections and translate academic insights into actionable frameworks that benefit emerging economies.
My commitment extends beyond academia. I have already begun learning Korean through intensive online courses, achieving a foundational proficiency in legal terminology. I understand that embracing the cultural context of South Korea Seoul is essential for any Lawyer operating within its legal sphere. In my application essay for SNU’s exchange program last year, I wrote about observing mediation sessions at the Seoul Family Court and noting how Korean judges integrate Confucian principles of harmony into dispute resolution—a practice I intend to study further under esteemed faculty mentors.
As an applicant to this prestigious Scholarship Application Letter, I bring not only academic rigor but a steadfast dedication to ethical legal practice. My experiences have taught me that justice is not merely codified in statutes but lived through the interactions of Lawyers with communities. Seoul—this vibrant metropolis where Han River flows past modern skyscrapers and ancient palaces—embodies this duality. I am eager to contribute my energy, perspective, and dedication to its legal community while learning from the wisdom of South Korea’s most respected institutions.
Thank you for considering my application. I have attached all required documents, including academic transcripts, letters of recommendation from Professor Jane Lim (University of Melbourne) and Attorney David Cho (International Justice Project), and proof of Korean language proficiency. I welcome the opportunity to discuss my vision further in an interview at your convenience. With profound respect for the legacy of legal scholarship at Seoul National University Law School, I am prepared to dedicate myself fully to this transformative academic journey.
Sincerely,

Alex Johnson
[Your Contact Information]
[Email Address] | [Phone Number]
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